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SMARTER PLAN - CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 RESPONSE (CA.GOV) 

SMARTER STANDS FOR:
• Shots – Vaccines are the most powerful weapon against hospitalization and serious illness.

• Masks – Properly worn masks with good filtration help slow the spread of COVID-19 or other respiratory viruses.

• Awareness – We will continue to stay aware of how COVID-19 is spreading, evolving variants, communicate clearly 
how people should protect themselves, and coordinate our state and local government response.

• Readiness – COVID-19 is not going away and we need to be ready with the tools, resources and supplies we will 
need to quickly respond and keep public health and the healthcare system well prepared.

• Testing – Getting the right type of tests—PCR or antigen—to where they are needed most. Testing will help California 
minimize the spread of COVID-19.

• Education – California will continue to work to keep schools open and people safely in classrooms for in-person 
instruction.

• Rx – Evolving and improving treatments will become increasingly available and critical as a tool to save lives.

 The SMARTER Plan is not just for COVID-19. We can use these strategies and systems for future emergencies. 
We’ll improve the SMARTER Plan as we learn what works.

To learn more about how we’re preparing for future COVID-19 surges or variants, visit covid19.ca.gov/smarter

https://covid19.ca.gov/smarter/


GENERAL 

INFORMATION 

ABOUT MASKING

 Wearing a well-fitting mask reduces the risk of spreading 
the virus that causes COVID-19 and other respiratory 
infections (i.e.: Influenza).

 At a high COVID-19 Community Level indoor masking in 
schools is recommended, as it is in the community at-large.

 CDC also recommends masking at all times in 
healthcare settings

 People who have known or suspected exposure to COVID-
19 should also wear a mask around others for 10 days from 
their last exposure, regardless of the vaccination status or 
history of prior infection

source: Operational Guidance for K-12 Schools and Early Care and Education 
Programs to Support Safe In-Person Learning | CDC

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Fk-12-childcare-guidance.html%3FCDC_AA_refVal%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Fcommunity%252Fcolleges-universities%252Fconsiderations.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjernstthal%40ccsf.edu%7C48a9cf0d79d64654b14208dab8674110%7C5e0f22d68a16417ebf3ad081c98b38d8%7C0%7C0%7C638025051617649113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=69Y9Z0UqWaeMwfhKS2YlFMor97vtXRBiullGYt3P2oA%3D&reserved=0


HEALTH & SAFETY MASKING RECOMMENDATIONS

 In accordance with current CDC/CA/SFDPH guidelines, masks will be STRONGLY ADVISED -- NOT MANADATED-- starting 
January 1st, 2023. Some high-risk settings (e.g. Student Health Center) may still require wearing masks. 

 Flu season is here. COVID cases are on the rise and underreported (related to home testing). 
 "We are still in the neighborhood of 270 to 300 people dying per day in the United States from COVID. It's way less than 

it was, but we are not done. At that pace, that would be 100,000 people per year -- that's still two to five times more 
people than die per year from the flu." COVID Vaccine Mandates in the Spotlight at the AMA's Interim Meeting | 

MedPage Today

 Infectious disease experts are concerned this could be a particularly severe season for respiratory infections. 

 Ubiquitous signage about masking on campus is imperative to reduce risk of  respiratory infection.
 Consider increasing signage on campus to say:

“Please stay home if you are sick during this cold and flu season. If you have a fever (temp >100.4F or 38C), please stay home until at least 
24 hours after your fever is gone. Temperature should be measured without the use of fever-reducing medicines (medicines that contain 

ibuprofen or acetaminophen).

If you are on campus with a cough, please make sure to wear a well-fitted mask whenever you are indoors.”

https://www.medpagetoday.com/meetingcoverage/ama/101727?xid=nl_mpt_DHE_2022-11-14&eun=g1877544d0r&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Headlines%20Evening%202022-11-14&utm_term=NL_Daily_DHE_dual-gmail-definition


MASKING

 Guidance for Face 

Coverings (ca.gov)

 Know when masks are 

needed | San Francisco 

(sf.gov)

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx
https://sf.gov/information/know-when-masks-are-needed






Other examples of inclusive signage:




