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Setting up a Dreamweaver 8 site with a webdav connection
· User Dreamweaver 8 to create html files for WebCT
· Upload files and folders quickly using Dreamweaver 8’s convenient built-in tools

· Upload more than 1 file at a time! 
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Dreamweaver 8 site setup for WebCT using WebDAV
WebDAV (Web-based Distributed Authoring and Versioning) was designed as a way of ensuring that multiple people on a Web-development team wouldn’t overwrite each others’ work. For WebCT users, it’s a way to connect to the WebCT server for easy file up- and downloading: no more uploading one-file-at-at-a-time or bothering to zip-upload-unzip!

Dreamweaver’s Local Root Folder

Create HTML files with Dreamweaver and keep them and all related files (images, linked documents) inside the same folder on your computer. When you tell Dreamweaver that this is your Local Root Folder, Dreamweaver keeps track of all internal HTML links for you. If you change file names or locations inside Dreamweaver, the program automatically updates all  HTML references.
Inside Dreamweaver you set up your local root folder and create a WebDAV link to your WebCT server space by defining a site.

Before you start

· Decide where you want to keep your files on your local computer. Create a new folder if necessary.

· For WebDAV: Find your course’s WebDAV URL:
1. Log into your WebCT account as a designer.

2. On the “My WebCT” page click on the WebDAV Info link.

3. Copy the WebDAV URL data that is supplied via the “My WebCT” page.
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Highlight the line from http to the end and press Control-C (Mac: CMD-C) — you’ll have to paste this info in during your site setup. Your information will be different from the illustration.
Defining your site
1. Open Dreamweaver 8. 
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From the top menu bar, click Site ( New site 
The Site Definition Wizard starts.

3. Stay on the Basic tab unless you’re an advanced user.
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Enter the name you want to give your Dreamweaver site—this is only for Dreamweaver.
5. Don’t enter anything the HTTP address box.

6. Click the Next button.

7. In the next window, click the button next to I do not want to use a server technology, and then click the Next button.
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In the next window, click the button beside Edit local copies on my machine.
9. To set the location of your Local Root Folder, click the folder icon to the right of the box.
10. Browse to the folder you want to use and select it. You can always create a folder on the fly by clicking the Create New Folder icon in the Choose local root folder… window.

11. Click the Next button.

Setting up WebDAV 
1. On the next  screen, click the down arrow (triangle) at the right of the  box under How do you connect to your remote server and choose WebDAV.
2. In the next box, paste your WebDAV URL. Use Control-V (Mac: CMD-V).

3. For login and password, use the same entries as you use to log in to your WebCT course as a designer.
4. Click Save to avoid having to log in each time you use Dreamweaver. Don’t do this if you are using a lab account on a shared computer!

5. Click the Test Connection button and Dreamweaver will tell you if your information is correct and it can connect to your WebCT site. Click the Next button to continue.
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Check the button to indicate that you don’t want checking in and out activated.

(It sometimes seems to happen anyway, but you can try….)
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Check the info on the final summary screen. If you don’t need to click the Back button to correct something, you can click Done.
For Advanced users

1. From the menu bar, click Site ( New Site. Instead of using the wizard, click the Advanced tab.

2. Click Local Info to set the Local Root folder.

3. Your WebDAV setup happens under Remote Info. Paste your WebDAV URL from WebCT here after choose WebDAV from the Access pulldown menu and enter your Login and Password.
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Editing your site in Dreamweaver

Once you have set up your Dreamweaver site, you can open Dreamweaver and it will automatically open the last site you were editing (showing local files only). If you are editing multiple sites, click the down arrow (triangle) at the right of the box  in the Files panel to find your WebCT site.
Uploading and downloading files

Once you have entered your WebDAV information, the copy of Dreamweaver 8 on the computer you used remembers the info and connects automatically to the WebCT server whenever you open the site. So you can up- or download files whenever you want during your Dreamweaver session from the Files panel.

If you don’t see the Files panel, go to the menu bar and click Window. Then click Files (shortcut key: F8). To show the contents of the panel, click the down arrow to the left of the Files title.

To copy files to the server (Upload): 

1. In the files panel, click to select (highlight) a file or folder. Control-click (Mac: Command-click) to add to the selection any other files or folders you want to upload at the same time.
2. With the files/folders highlighted, click the up arrow (Put files).

To copy files from the server to your local computer (Download): 

1. Click the icon to expand the view to show the remote/server files in the left-hand window.

2. Select one or more files or folders on the left. 
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With the files/folders highlighted, click the down arrow (Get files).

Synchronizing (Downloading or uploading newest files)
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If you click the Expand icon to get a side-by-side view of local files and files on the WebCT server, you see some additional icons.
The synchronize icon allows you to make sure that you have the latest files on both your computer and the WebCT server. It is particularly useful if you have uploaded some files outside of Dreamweaver.













































Synchronize





Click to upload selected �files/folders to WebCT server





Click to download files/folders from WebCT server





Click to show panel





Show local or remote files





Expand/collapse remote/server files window





Files and folders on your local disk
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