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W
riting A

 M
ission Statem

ent: Part Two

U
nit:

Personal D
evelopm

ent &
 L

eadership 
 T

opic:
W

riting a M
ission Statem

ent
L

evel: 
Interm

ediate/A
dvance E

SL

O
bjectives: T

o identify one’s values 
L

ength of Session: 1 hour and 40 m
inutes

E
F

F
 Standards:  Speak so others can understand; cooperate w

ith others; D
ecision M

aking (Solve Problem
s and M

ake D
ecisions)

L
anguage A

rts Standards: S6-Participate in collaborative processes

SC
A

N
S/ E

F
F

 C
om

m
on

A
ctivities

IN
T

O
M

A
T

E
R

IA
L

S

SC
A

N
S-Personal

Q
ualities-R

esponsibility
IN

T
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
   (10 m

in)
• 

G
o over definition and function of m

ission statem
ents.

• 
R

ead together sam
ple m

ission statem
ents.

• 
E

xplain that the first step is to identify one’s values.

V
alue C

ards Packet for each student
M

ission Statem
ent Packet

O
ther Possible A

ctivities and
R

eadings:
A

rticle “C
reating Y

our M
ission

Statem
ent”

“A
ll I N

eed to K
now

 I L
earned in

K
indergarten”

M
ovie- “Jerry M

cG
uire”

M
onday Planning Sheet

V
alues w

ith definitions to m
ake the

value cards.

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
E

V
A

L
U

A
T

IO
N

E
FF-Problem

 Solving
P

R
E

SE
N

T
A

T
IO

N
• 

H
ave a general discussion on the etym

ology of the w
ord “values.”

• 
H

ave students pair up and discuss picture.

 G
U

ID
E

D
 P

R
A

C
T

IC
E

  (30 m
inutes)

• 
G

ive each student a packet of value cards.
• 

H
ave the Ss place the  “A

lw
ays”, “O

ften”, and “Seldom
” and “N

ever”
cards on top of a desk.
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• 
Pile the value cards on top of these cards. For exam

ple if “hum
or” is a

value you often care about it, you put it on top of your “O
ften” card.  A

fter
you sort all the value cards, look at your “A

lw
ays” pile.  From

 this pile,
choose only three value cards.

• 
T

eacher floats around to help out w
ith any w

ords that Ss don’t understand

N
ow

 A
sk:

• 
W

hat verbs do you choose to act on?
• 

Instruct them
 to follow

 along w
hile the verbs are read aloud.

• 
H

ave the Ss m
ark any w

ords they don’t understand. E
xplain them

.
• 

T
hen instruct them

 to circle the three verbs they identify w
ith the m

ost.
• 

C
ontinue w

ith each colum
n of verbs.

• 
A

t the end, the students have to choose the top three of all the colum
ns.

B
E

Y
O

N
D

C
L

O
SU

R
E

C
om

plete the M
ission Statem

ent Form
ula Sheet. T

he final section w
ill be done at a

later date.  A
sk any students if they w

ant to volunteer to read their m
ission

statem
ents.

A
P

P
L

IC
A

T
IO

N
 T

hese can be used periodically through out the sem
ester for goal setting, reflection

and evaluation.

O
ther P

ossible E
xercises:

• 
R

ead “A
ll I N

eed to K
now

 I L
earned in K

indergarten”
            A

fter reading to class, go over again the “creed”.
           Pair students and ask to share their favorite “rule”.
           H

ave a large class discussion.
• 

R
ead w

ith class “C
reating Y

our M
ission Statem

ent” and/or w
atch the

m
ovie “Jerry M

cG
uire”. T

ell the students to check out C
C

SF M
ission

Statem
ent at the entrance of the building.

 T
he selection of the values and verbs

for the “M
ission Statem

ent Form
ula”

page.  T
he Ss M

ission Statem
ents w

ill
be kept in their file folders. Ss w

ill be
encouraged to have their ow

n copy.

W
hen new

 Ss com
e to class, give the

students the M
ission Statem

ent Packet
w

ith the instructions so they can
com

plete individually. T
he cards can

be stored w
here Ss can readily use

them
.

T
hrough out the sem

ester on M
ondays

Ss can read over their m
ission

statem
ent to help them

 w
ith their

w
eekly planning.

 A
uthor:  K

ate G
ougoutas, John A

dam
s and M

aria R
osales-U

ribe, M
ission
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