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ational N

ews

U
nit:

M
edia

T
hem

e: L
ocal and N

ational N
ew

s
L

evel: H
igh-Interm

ediate/A
dvance E

SL
 Speakers and N

ative Speakers 

O
bjectives: Sum

m
arizes new

spaper article; U
ses specific structures such as headlines, m

ain idea, supporting details

L
ength of Session:  Project Introduction: 60 m

inutes; Students reports and group's discussion 1/2 hour each

E
F

F
 Standards: W

ork together, negotiate, plan, sum
m

arize, analyze, read and understand, speak so others can understand, cooperate w
ith others, listen

critically.

L
anguage A

rts Standards:  R
4-U

ses a variety of reading strategies to construct m
eaning; R

6- A
nalyze and discuss overall them

es.

SC
A

N
S/ E

F
F

 C
om

m
on

A
ctivities

IN
T

O
M

A
T

E
R

IA
L

S

SC
A

N
S: R

eading skills
• 

W
A

R
M

-U
P

/R
E

V
IE

W
 : 10 m

inutes
T

eacher asks students w
hat they heard or read in the new

s that day or the day
before. T

eachers rem
ind students of the idea of using the headline to the story.

C
lassm

ates ask question if the m
ain point is not understood or if m

ore details are
w

anted.

Several copies of local daily
new

spaper

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
E

V
A

L
U

A
T

IO
N

E
FF: G

ather, A
nalyze

and U
se Inform

ation;
W

ork T
ogether

SC
A

N
S: Interpersonal

2D
 and 2E

• 
Introduction process: 25 m

inutes
E

xplain that pairs of students w
ill be giving form

al reports on an article that they
w

ill read.  M
odel the process: T

ell class about an article in the current new
spaper.

First w
rite the headlines on the board.  C

lass discusses that the article could be
about. V

erify students' conclusions and indicate the m
ain idea of article. N

ow
 give

the supporting details that justify m
ain idea. Students ask teacher questions.

Students have a short discussion in pairs on the subject.

G
U
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E
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A
Y

)

• 
N

ow
 the students w

ill w
ork together in pairs. E

ach pair w
ill choose an article

from
 the daily new

spaper.  Students w
ill negotiate the article they w

ant to use
and read it together. T

eacher later m
akes other copies of the article for

her/him
self and for each of the m

em
bers of the pair.
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from
 the daily new

spaper.  Students w
ill negotiate the article they w

ant to use
and read it together. T

eacher later m
akes other copies of the article for

her/him
self and for each of the m

em
bers of the pair.

• 
 Students decided w

ho w
ould report the article hom

e to prepare his/her part.

G
U
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E
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A
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• 
Students are given tim

e at the end of another class session to plan and practice
there talking.

R
E

P
O

R
T

 A
N

D
 D

ISC
U

SS: (25 m
inutes)

O
nce or tw

ice a w
eek, a pair of students com

es to the front of the class to report on
article. O

ne gives the title and m
ain idea. T

he other reports on the details or
clarifies.
B

oth answ
ers question.

N
ote: Inevitably discussion follow

s as the articles are alw
ays interesting since the

students have chosen the articles them
selves. G

roups of 4 or 5 discuss questions
about the article that the teacher puts on the board. T

hese questions com
e from

 the
question that the students ask them

selves and from
 a possible leading question the

teachers has to lead the students tow
ards som

e question.

B
E

Y
O

N
D

 E
FF

E
xercise rights and

responsibilities

• 
C

L
O

SU
R

E
: R

estate the im
portance of reading the title for clues for the m

ain
idea and the im

portance on the supporting details for clarification of the m
ain

idea.
• 

H
O

M
E

W
O

R
K

: students w
ill take article hom

e to prepare his/her part.

E
xam

ple article and discussion question:

                                           O
lym

pics-W
e C

ould B
e N

ext

M
ain Point-T

here is talk of having the O
lym

pics gam
es in 2012 here in San

Francisco. T
he people w

ho are for having them
 here think it w

ill boos the econom
y.

T
he people w

ho are against it think having the gam
es here w

ill cause problem
s.

Supporting D
etails: T

here w
ere problem

s in the tw
o cities that hosted the O

lym
pics.

Som
e poor people w

ere evicted from
 their hom

es in order to build the O
lym

pics
structures.

W
rite their responses on the board.
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Som
e poor people w

ere evicted from
 their hom

es in order to build the O
lym

pics
structures.

D
iscussion questions:

1. 
W

hat are som
e good things about having the O

lym
pics here in the city?

2. 
W

hat are som
e bad things about having them

 here?
3. 

H
ow

 can the city avoid som
e of the problem

s that the other cities had?
4. 

W
ho can you w

rite if you are for or against having the O
lym

pics here?

 A
uthor:  L

aw
rence E

dw
ardson, M

ission C
am

pus


