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Voting in the U
ntied States

U
nit:

C
ivics-R

ights &
 R

esponsibilities
T

hem
e:  V

oting 
T

opic:
T

he role of propositions in the election
L

evel: 
A

SE
/A

B
E

O
bjectives: Students w

ill be able to list five local or state propositions of N
ovem

ber, 2001’s election and w
ill be able to sum

m
arize the intention of each

proposed law
L

ength of Session: 2 hours
E

F
F

 Standards: R
ead w

ith U
nderstanding; Speak so others can understand; A

dvocate

w
ith influence; R

eflect and evaluate; L
isten actively; cooperate w

ith others 
L

anguage A
rts Standards: S6-Participates in collaborative processes

SC
A

N
S/ E

F
F

 C
om

m
on

A
ctivities

IN
T

O
M

A
T

E
R

IA
L

S

  W
arm

-up:( (10-15 m
inutes)

 H
ave the students analyze and reflect on the political cartoon on voting.

• 
Political C

artoon and A
nalysis

• 
G

lossary of T
erm

s
• 

R
eading on “Initiatives,

R
eferendum

 and R
ecall” for

teacher’s preparation for m
ini-

lecture
• 

B
allot M

easure
• 

PD
F File  (to m

ake copies
from

 online)
• 

M
odel from

 “L
eague of

W
om

en V
oters of C

alifornia”
• 

L
inks to explore the

propositions
• 

Jigsaw
 instruction found in

T
R

M
T

H
R

O
U

G
H

E
V

A
L

U
A

T
IO

N
SC

A
N

S-Interprets and
com

m
unicates

inform
ation; A

cquires
and evaluates inform

ation

Personal Skills-
R

esponsibility

P
R

E
SE

N
T

A
T

IO
N

 (15 m
inutes)

A
sk: W

hat is a proposition?
R

eview
 “G

lossary of T
erm

s” found in the V
oter Inform

ation pam
phlet.

H
istory: First A

ppearance on the B
allot

E
xplain the difference betw

een propositions and referendum
s.

R
eview

 how
 bills are passed through C

ongress, contrast how
 propositions and

referendum
s w

ork.

30 m
inutes

C
lass Poll: M

ake a bar graph.
1. 

Put a large piece of butcher
paper on the w

all.
2. 

A
sk for a volunteer to w

rite
the follow

ing inform
ation on

the bottom
 grid: m

ale, fem
ale,

age, the proposition-w
ith a yes

or no, and undecided m
arking.

(E
xam

ple: Prop X
 Y

es, Prop
X

 N
o, Prop X

 U
ndecided), and

any other inform
ation the class

suggests.
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T
hinking Skills-C

reative
thinking &

 D
ecision

M
aking

E
FF-W

ork together;
G

ather and U
se

Inform
ation; W

ork w
ithin

the B
ig Picture

G
U

ID
E

D
 P

R
A

C
T

IC
E

 (60 m
inutes)

Jigsaw
-

1. 
M

ake five groups.
2. 

D
istribute packets, one for each group. T

he packet contains five
propositions from

 the V
oter Pam

phlet.  Include the proposition, the
sum

m
ary, the “For” and “A

gainst” argum
ents, and endorsem

ents.
3. 

A
llow

 Ss to go to the Internet to explore articles from
 a variety of press

covering the issues.
4. 

H
ave group choose a facilitator.

5. 
Follow

 the rules for a jigsaw
.

6. 
A

llow
 30 m

inutes fore expert, 30 m
inutes for “hom

e groups”

the bottom
 grid: m

ale, fem
ale,

age, the proposition-w
ith a yes

or no, and undecided m
arking.

(E
xam

ple: Prop X
 Y

es, Prop
X

 N
o, Prop X

 U
ndecided), and

any other inform
ation the class

suggests.
3. 

C
ount the num

ber of total
students, and w

rite that
num

ber on the chalkboard.
4. 

W
rite num

bers on the left
vertical side of the grid. C

ount
by tw

o’s.
5. 

V
ote on each proposition.

H
ave the volunteer m

ark a dot
for the total counts of each
question.

6. 
  H

and m
akers to students.

H
ave one or tw

o students from
each group fill out bar to
com

plete the graph.
B

E
Y

O
N

D
Process R

esults. A
sk w

hich proposition got a sim
ple m

ajority? A
 tw

o-thirds?

 A
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oll, John A
dam

s


