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School of the A
m

ericas

U
nit:

C
ivics-R

ights and R
esponsibilities

T
hem

e: Freedom
 of E

xpression
L

evel: E
SL

 1-4 

O
bjectives: D

iscuss the m
ain point and the inform

ation that justifies the m
ain point.

                          L
ength of Session:  1 H

our 40 m
inutes 

T
opic:

C
losing the School of the A

m
ericas

E
F

F
 Standards: L

isten actively, O
bserve critically, C

onvey ideas in w
riting

L
anguage A

rts Standards: S-1 Provide details and supporting inform
ation that clarify m

in ideas; M
-1 understands that m

edia m
essages have econom

ic,

political, social and aesthetic purposes    N
A

E
P

 objective(s) : U
nderstand the principles of A

m
erican dem

ocracy; E
valuate, take, and defend positions on

public issues.
V

ocabulary Introduced: Freedom
 of speech, Freedom

 of religion, hum
an rights abuses, arrested

        

SC
A

N
S/ E

F
F

 C
om

m
on

A
ctivities

IN
T

O
M

A
T

E
R

IA
L

S

SC
A

N
S: R

eading skills

E
FF: G

ather inform
ation

• 
W

A
R

M
-U

P
/R

E
V

IE
W

T
eacher: W

e've been talking about the B
ill of R

ights. W
hat are tw

o of the freedom
granted us in the B

ill of R
ights?   Y

es, freedom
 of religion and freedom

 of speech.

• 
A

SSE
SSM

E
N

T
:

W
hat is freedom

 of speech? W
hat is freedom

 of religion?

• 
Introduction

H
ave students read article, "Sibling nuns go to prison for protest."

Q
uestion: Should these nuns be im

prisoned? D
id they do the right thing?

• 
C

opies of the new
spaper article

"Sibling nuns go to prison for
protest"

• 
Picture of the 6 w

ho w
ere arrested

in the protest from
http://w

w
w

.soaw
.org/.

• 
V

ideo "School of A
ssassins"

em
ail M

aria @
 nicaroses@

yahoo.com
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T
H

R
O

U
G

H
E

V
A

L
U

A
T

IO
N

• 
P

R
E

SE
N

T
A

T
IO

N
: 25 m

inutes
Show

 "School of A
m

ericas" video. A
sk students

1. 
W

hat is the School of A
m

ericas?
2. 

W
hat have the graduates of this school done after  they return their counties?

3. 
Should the U

nited States governm
ent continues this school?

4. 
W

hat can be done to close the school?

• 
G

U
ID

E
D

 P
R

A
C

T
IC

E
: 30 m

inutes
D

ivide into four groups of 5. C
ut the 10 statem

ents into strips and have each group
divide the statem

ents into tw
o categories:

1. 
T

hose said by the protestors.
2. 

T
hose said by the people w

ho support the "School of the A
m

ericas."
M

ark each group's strips w
ith a color to designate the term

 (i.e. blue team
, red team

,
etc)

Put tw
o big envelopes on the  classroom

 w
all identified as "Protestors" envelopes to

further identify it. Students identify "w
ho said it" and place the strips in the

appropriate envelope.  T
he first group to place all their strips in the envelopes is the

w
inner. E

m
pty the envelopes and have the class verify that each strip is in the

correct envelopes.

A
s teacher and class review

 contents
of envelopes, the teacher can
determ

ine w
ho said the statem

ents.

B
E

Y
O

N
D

 E
FF

E
xercise rights and

responsibilities

C
L

O
SU

R
E

: 10 m
inutes

A
sk students: W

hat did you learn? W
hat did you like? W

hat didn't you like? W
hat

w
ould you change?

• 
A

P
P

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

:
T

ake a secret ballot vote. Should w
e close the School of the A

m
ericas? H

ave
students " yes " or "no" on a piece of paper and put in a large com

m
on envelope.

C
ount ballots and report the result.

• 
H

om
ew

ork: Finish these purpose of the new
spaper w

as...
T

he purpose of the video w
as...

W
rite their responses on the board.
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• 
E

arly finishers: D
istribute a sam

ple letter to C
ongressw

om
an N

ancy Pelosi, 450
G

olden G
ate A

ve, Ste 145380, San Francisco, C
A

 94102 requesting her support
of H

R
1810 to close the school of the A

m
ericas.

Special N
eeds: m

ake sure sm
all groups have a good m

ix of advanced and slow
er

learners.

R
em

ediation: explain "favor of" and "against" w
ith regards to open entry classes.

E
nrichm

ent: H
ave exam

ples of letters to D
orothy and G

w
en H

ennessey to read
and exam

ine.

 A
uthor:  L

aw
rence E

dw
ardson, M

ission C
am

pus


