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H
um

an Rights

U
nit: C

ivics – Individual R
ights and R

esponsibilities
T

hem
e: H

um
an R

ights
L

evel: E
SL

 level 5 and up

O
bjectives: Identify, paraphrase, com

pare, contrast, exam
ine, and appraise our basic hum

an rights

L
ength of Session: 1 to 2 hours (1 or 2 class sessions)

E
F

F
 Standards:  Speak so others can understand, read critically, cooperate w

ith others

L
anguage A

rts Standards”

V
ocabulary Introduced: H

um
an R

ights vocabulary
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hinking Skills
W

arm
-up: D

iscussion questions on hum
an rights. Students brainstorm

 the
questions “W

hat are hum
an rights?” and “W

here do hum
an rights com

e from
?”

Introduction:  Students w
ill identify hum

an rights that they know
 about. A

lso
identify certain basic beliefs about hum

an rights, such as how
 w

e get our rights
and equality of all people. C

om
pare and contrasts rights in the U

.S. and another
country.

H
andout 1, 2, and 3

B
ill of R

ights

U
niversal D

eclaration of H
um

an R
ights
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SC
A

N
S-R

eading &
Speaking

Introduce tw
o docum

ents on basic rights: U
.S. B

ill of R
ights and U

.N
.’s

U
niversal D

eclaration of H
um

an R
ights. In sm

all groups students skim
 and scan

the docum
ents and w

rite dow
n in their ow

n w
ords the rights listed. G

roups
reunite and com

pare answ
ers. T

his m
ay also be done as a jigsaw

 activity w
ith

different groups reading different docum
ents and then teaching each other.

Students com
plete handouts.
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 (15 m
in.)

SC
A

N
S: C

ritical
thinking, appraising and
valuing

C
L

O
SU

R
E

: O
n H

andout 3, students w
ill list the rights from

 each of the tw
o

docum
ents. T

hen they w
ill rank them

 in order of im
portance.

Students w
ill com

pare their lists w
ith each other and discuss differences. For a

real challenge, have sm
all groups do this and com

e up w
ith one ranked list they

all agree on.

Students com
plete handouts.
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