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“A
ll M

en A
re Created Equal”

U
nit: C

ivics: R
ights and R

esponsibilities
T

hem
e: U

nited States’ V
ision

T
opic:

D
eclaration of Independence

L
evel: 

E
SL

-H
igh Interm

ediate &
 N

ative E
nglish Speaker

O
bjectives: T

o identify the prem
ise of the U

nited States’ D
em

ocracy; T
o list the m

ajor

elem
ents of the docum

ent; T
o reflect on the inequalities of the late 1700’s

L
ength of Session: Five hours (w

ithin 3-4 days) Introduction to the

prem
ise of other units of study. 

E
F

F
 Standards: R

ead C
ritically; R

eflect and E
valuate; C

ooperate w
ith O

thers

L
anguage A

rts Standards: R
4-U

se a variety of reading strategies to construct, exam
ine and extend the m

eaning of diverse m
aterials; R

7-Identify structure;

R
10-C

ritically evaluate from
 a variety of sources

N
A

E
P

 O
bjectives:  U

nderstand the roles of citizens in A
m

erican dem
ocracy

V
ocabulary Introduced:  grievance, independence, m

onarchy, dem
ocracy, dictatorship, defy, redress, reliance, D

ivine Providence, m
utually, abolish, alter

SC
A

N
S/ E

F
F

 C
om

m
on

A
ctivities

IN
T

O
M

A
T

E
R

IA
L

S

SC
A

N
S-C

reative
T

hinking; Problem
Solving; T

hinking T
hings

in the M
ind’s E

yes;
K

now
ing H

ow
 T

o L
earn;

R
easoning

1) A
 possible w

ay to start is to give the students the thesis paragraph of the
D

eclaration of Independence as a cloze exercise.  (D
on’t K

now
 M

uch A
bout

H
istory) .T

he purpose is to have fun w
ith the paragraph and to see how

 m
any of the

students m
atch som

e of the “m
ain ideas”.

T
his can also be used either in the m

iddle of the total unit (as a fun activity) or at
the end of the unit (as review

).  (20 m
inutes)

F
irst Session:  30 m

inutes

2)  K
W

L
. E

licit from
 the Ss w

hat they already know
 about the D

eclaration of
Independence.   U

se the 5 W
s to facilitate the initial discussion.

W
rite these dow

n on new
sprint to leave up in class.

O
ther im

portant questions to ask:
W

hat kinds of governm
ents w

ere there in E
urope in 1776? W

hich other E
uropean

groups w
ere present in the A

m
ericas?

Purpose: T
his discussion is to have the students aw

are of the different events that
affected the form

ation of the U
nited States.

W
rite dow

n questions the students have about this period and the ones they did not
the answ

ers for.

H
andouts:

1) 
Pictorial R

epresentation of
“D

eclaration of
Independence”

2) 
K

W
L

 chart
3) 

D
ocum

ent w
ith annotations

4) 
V

ocabulary Sheet
5) 

A
nother V

iew
6) 

Independence T
im

eline
7) 

Q
uiz

(If possible, go over handouts on PB
L

and inquiry m
ethods to facilitate final

products w
ith the them

es espoused in
the D

eclaration of Independence.)
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F
ollow

ing Sessions:  C
an use K

W
L

 charts.  M
odify each tim

e. C
loze E

xercise.
T

rivia G
am

e: W
’s.

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
E

V
A

L
U

A
T

IO
N

SC
A

N
S-Personal

Q
ualities: Sociability;

H
onesty; Self-E

steem
Interpersonal
com

petencies- team
m

em
ber; negotiates;

SC
A

N
S-R

eading

P
R

E
SE

N
T

A
T

IO
N

30 m
inutes

1) 
T

he pictorial introduction.
2) 

V
ocabulary Q

uiz

G
U

ID
E

D
 P

R
A

C
T

IC
E

:  60 m
inutes

R
eading the docum

ent.

1) 
G

o over the docum
ent focusing on the form

at:
a) 

Introduction: Proposes the right of the people to dissolve an
institution that is unjust

b) 
T

hesis (T
his contains the paragraph w

ith “all m
en are created

equal”
c) 

Justification: E
xplains the reason the colonists declared their

independence.
d) 

G
rievances:  L

ists the m
ajor com

plaints.
e) 

C
onclusion: Sum

m
ary and the actual “declaration” of

independence
2) 

R
ead the first three sections out loud w

ith the students follow
ing. Stop and

project explanations of the text and asking questions on vocabulary and
concepts.

3) 
D

ivide the class into groups.  A
ssign each group a section of the

grievances.  It is divided into four groups, but each group could be
subdivided.

4) 
H

ave the students read their section and translate the m
ajor points into

plain, m
odern E

nglish.  E
ach group w

ill have a secretary to w
rite them

dow
n. A

nother m
em

ber of the group w
ill be the reporter.  For this activity,

the teacher w
ill assign the secretary and recorder.  (A

bout 20 m
inutes)

       W
alk around the room

 and facilitate the groups in reading their sections.
5) 

H
ave the reporters share the grievances in the order w

ritten.   R
epeat w

ith
each group the m

ajor points.

 T
he team

s report their list of
grievances from

 the colonists.
(A

sk for volunteers to input the
com

bined lists. T
hese w

ill be used for
review

. G
et perm

ission from
 the

students to have these published as in a
new

sletter, w
eb page, pow

er point
presentation and/or class book.
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6) 
Pick up the groups’ papers and type them

 up to give to the students the next
day.  T

hese w
ill be used to review

 the docum
ent.

Second Session: A
nother V

iew
 30 m

inutes
A

sk:  W
ho w

as equal in 1776?  (T
his possibly is a review

 of concepts already
brought up).

H
ave the students read and discuss the handout “A

nother V
iew

…
”

H
ave a class discussion afterw

ards.

T
hird Session: R

eview
 for quiz

U
sing the student’s sum

m
aries and rereading the Introduction, T

hesis and
C

onclusion to go over m
ajor points for review

 quiz.

B
E

Y
O

N
D

SC
A

N
S-Inform

ation:
acquires and evaluates;
organizes and m

aintains,
interprets and
com

m
unications;

com
puters

C
L

O
SU

R
E

G
o back to K

W
L

 asking the students do they know
 now

 about the “D
eclaration of

Independence"
Q

uiz

E
N

R
IC

H
M

E
N

T
A

ssign the pairs or groups of students to go on the internet to research the follow
ing

B
ios of T

hom
as Jefferson, B

enjam
in Franklin, John A

dam
s, A

bigail A
dam

s or John
L

ocke.  T
opics: N

ative A
m

erican T
ribes in the 13 colonies, pilgrim

s, “taxation
w

ithout representation”, slave trade.  (N
ote that Jefferson uses “savages” to

describe the

T
he pairs can create poster boards to share w

ith the class.

 A
uthor: M

aria R
osales-U

ribe, M
ission 

 P
ictorial Introduction and “A

nother V
iew

” by Suzanne H
ovanesian
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