VIP Graduation Project

Introduction:

 
At the end of each semester, VIP students receive completion certificates and awards for outstanding attendance in a graduation/completion ceremony.  The ceremony is held in a large room or auditorium with a party room accessible.  The ceremony is followed by a potluck lunch with the students bringing food to share.  This project involves all VIP students.  Each class has a part in preparing the graduation ceremony and/or potluck party.  This project combines many different tasks using different skills and is a wonderful wrap-up project at the end of each semester.  A graduation ceremony presents an opportunity to learn about American culture as well as practice the English involved in such an event.

Tasks:

--All students need to do the following:

1)  Practice a song or skit for presentation at the ceremony.  The teachers and/or students choose the song or create the skit.

2)  Have a class speaker (teachers choose students) give a short speech about his/her immigration to the U.S., experience in VIP and goals for the future.  (Students write up the speech and then practice in class.  Lower level students will need more teacher assistance.)

3) Call their DHS caseworkers in English during class (on the classroom phone) to invite them to the event.

4) Give invitations to family members and friends.

5) Bring a dish of food to share in the potluck.  (They can sign up on a list.)

6) Prepare a class presentation board with pictures and work from their semester.  These are then put on display during the graduation ceremony.

--Different class levels may also help with buying paper goods, decorations, a cake and drinks for the party.  These purchases are reimbursed by VIP.  

--Level 1 and 2 students come early to set up and decorate the graduation area.

--Level 1-2 CALL class creates a graduation invitation on the computer and the teacher copies and distributes two invitations to each VIP student for their use.

--Level 3-4 CALL class creates the graduation program with details of the ceremony and acknowledgements as well as names of all students completing the semester.  These students also stay and clean up after the potluck party.

--Level 3 students are responsible for calling DHS staff and CCSF ESL administrators (during class time) to invite them to the ceremony.

--Level 4 teachers choose two students to be emcees for the ceremony.  These emcees practice with the teacher or case manager at the classroom site prior to the ceremony.  

--Level 5-6 students choose one or two students to show a PowerPoint presentation of their work/study experience in the VIP/CJP program (in collaboration with Goodwill).

