USING PROJECT-BASED LEARNING IN VIP

Rationale:


Project-based learning has been proven highly successful in motivating students in the VIP.  Dept. of Human Services case mangers have encouraged VIP teachers to approach language learning with projects and simulations since this may be well-suited to students who are not traditionally successful in standard language classrooms.  Also, since VIP students come from a variety of educational backgrounds and have different abilities, the projects provide a way for students to come together as a community, using their different strengths, as they complete projects. We find these projects provide a wonderful forum for communicative practice.  Since VIP is an intensive program with attendance requirements, teachers can complete projects that might be desirable, but impractical to complete, in typical open enrollment non-credit ESL classes.


Project-based learning allows students to actively use whatever language skills they currently have to accomplish specific tasks in English.  Students will acquire new vocabulary and hone their communication skills as they identify and negotiate responsibilities at different steps in the project.  In addition, students will refine their English as they summarize and report on their project.  The project will create a real need for English in the classroom.  Some examples of projects completed in VIP include a mock job fair, bake sale,  rummage sale, interviews with English-speaking staff at one of the VIP sites, community job book, newcomer’s city information guide and cookbook.

Teacher Responsibilities:


Teachers need to organize the project time-line and goals before presenting the project to the students.  The task of the teacher is to support language learning as you step back so that students take charge and use English as much as possible to interact and complete the project.  If you include customer service, you will encourage more language learning.  Set up multi-lingual groups of students and combine teachers’ expertise with students’ interest.

