Unit 6: Career Clusters and Occupational Programs
A. What are career clusters and occupational programs?  

· Career Cluster Page: Career clusters are general career areas. This page lists general career areas that are suitable for the “Holland Personality Type.”

· Occupational Programs Page: When you click on a career cluster you will get a list of programs that offer training in specific occupational areas within that career cluster. The first listing on the page is always a link to a page that lists all the colleges that offer programs in that general career area. 

Activity

Match the career cluster with the occupational program

	Career Cluster 
	Occupational Program

	a. Administration of Justice  
	____ Computer Animation

	b. Early Childhood Education  
	____ Technical Illustration

	c. Medical Assisting  
	____ Database Administrator

	d. Digital Media/Multimedia  
	____ Certified Tax Practitioner

	e. Human Services
	____ Fire Fighter Academy

	f. Fire Control Technology  
	____ Retail Management

	g. Computer and Information Systems  
	____ Case Management

	h. Manufacturing/Design Technology  
	____ Machinist

	i. Business
	____ EKG Technician

	j. Graphic Arts
	____ Criminal Law

	k. Accounting
	____ Infant/Toddler Care


Note: Many “Holland Personality Types” contain overlapping career clusters. Many career clusters contain overlapping occupational programs. 

B. Understanding the vocabulary of Career Clusters and Occupational Programs

The pages about career clusters and occupational programs are long and contain complex, often specialized vocabulary. Even if there are many words you don’t know, there are strategies you can use to get the information you need.

1. Skimming 

One strategy for understanding large amounts of text with difficult vocabulary is skimming. Skimming helps you understand the general idea of a reading passage. Here are some tips for skimming:

· Read quickly

· Focus on content words: nouns and verbs such as, computers, animals, assist,  hotels, hair, x-rays

· Read titles and subtitles first (bold, underlined, large sized, hyperlinked text)

· Only read descriptions if:

· the title interests you

· you don’t understand the title

· If you don’t know a word:

· Try to guess the meaning from the context

· Look at parts of the word that you might know (prefixes, suffixes)

· Skip the word

2. Scanning
Another strategy is scanning. Scanning helps you find specific information in a reading passage. When you scan you are looking for particular words and phrases related to the information you need.

Here are some tips for scanning:

· Brainstorm key words and phrases for the information that you are looking for.

· Read quickly to find the key words and phrases

3. On your own

1. Get back on the internet. Go back to your results page on the SanFranciscoBayCareerMap which you bookmarked. Click on each of your “Holland Personality Type” and you will get a list of career clusters. Choose five career clusters that interest you and write them in the chart below. 

	My Career Clusters

	1. 

	2. 

	3. 

	4. 

	5. 


2. From the career clusters, choose five occupational programs that sound interesting to explore. From the occupational programs, write down the colleges that offer the program. 

	Occupational Programs
	Colleges

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


