COURSE INFORMATION
Please read this carefully and keep it for reference

Fall 2007
Japanese 1:  Elementary Japanese (Daily 11:10-12:00)

INSTRUCTOR:
Mikiko Matsumura
PREQUIRED MATERIAL:
· Textbook:  Learn Japanese: New College Text, vol. I and vol. II, John Young and Kimiko Nakajima Okano (Up to vol. II L4 will be covered.)
· Hiragana Worksheets

COURSE O JECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

1. Write every character and the combinations of the Hiragana and Katakana characters.

2. Understand, speak, read, and write basic modern Japanese in social/cultural context.

3. Master some Kanji.

OBSERVATIONS:
Japanese 1 is the first in a series of courses in which you are learning to communicate in Japanese.  Communication means understanding what other say or write and transmitting your own messages in such a way as to avoid misunderstandings. What you are learning is a skill. It demands a great deal of practice and constant repetition. Do not become discouraged too quickly. Keep on practicing. Your proficiency will increase only with practice and repetition.
PREREQUISITE:
None
ATTENCANCE:
You are required to attend all classes.  Allowable absences are for emergencies which sometimes do occur. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to inquire as to what the assignment was so that you may be prepared when you come to the next class. If you arrive after roll has been taken, it is your responsibility at the end of class to remind me of your presence, so that I may record it. Being late to class three times will be counted as one absence.  Excessive absences (10 hours) will be cause to lower your final grade by one level:  from an A to a B, from a B to a C etc. If you have ten or more absences, you should consider dropping the class. 
CLASS PARICIPATION:
As we are using the COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH, oral class participation is essential. You should always come to class well prepared so you can participate efficiently and effectively. Along with your choice to take this class comes responsibility to participate actively. You will often be asked to work in groups of tow or more. Your active participation will benefit the group as well as yourself. 
CELL PHONES:
Please turn off your cell phone before every class. If  your cell phone rings frequently during this class, the instructor will report you to the dean of Students as a disruptive student. Please cooperate with each other. 

HOMEWORK and ASSIGNMENTS:
You should set aside a total of about 10 hours (minimum) per week for practice and study for this course. You will have homework/assignments for each class. The assignments will be written and not written, and will require that you practice materials so you can use them orally with ease. You must practice sufficiently with those materials to be able to eventually perform without referring to the book or written notes. 
Doing the exercise once will not be enough. Like any skill, language requires repetition and persistence. Just as you would not take a tennis ball and racquet and strike the ball once and believe you are ready to win a tennis match, or just as you would not sing a song once and feel you are ready to give a performance on stage, so is it with exercises in Japanese. They need to be repeated over and over and over and over and over….. 

If you are not willing to spend the time to repeat the same exercise over and over again until you can do it with a certain degree of fluency, if you are not ready to listen to the same tape dozens of times, you should question your interest in learning a language. 
REVIEW:
You should frequently review the materials of  the preceding chapters. While doing chapter 3, for example, you are expected to be able to use the structures and vocabulary from the previous chapters. Each chapter is a stepping stone to the next one. You cannot perform well with the chapter 5 materials if you are not proficient with the structure and vocabulary of chapters 1-4.  
QUIZZES AND EXAMS:

There will be a quiz at the end of each lesson.  The lesson quizzes will be cumulative (i.e. Lesson 2 quiz will be based on lesson 1-2, etc.). The purpose of these tests and quizzes is to give you and me an indication of your progress:  what has been mastered and what needs work. 

There will be no make-up exams or quizzes except for some emergencies. True emergencies (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) are a fact of life. Please be sure to contact me. You will usually receive one week’s notice for chapter exams. If you arrive late for an exam, do not expect that certain parts of the exam will be repeated or that you will have extra time to complete the exam. The mid-term exam will be based on all materials covered up to that point. I will drop the lowest test score. 
FINAL EXAM:

The final exam will be a comprehensive exam covering all the material in the course. You must take the final exam on the day specified in the schedule. If, for some reason, you are unable to do so, you must request the instructor give you a grade of incomplete, and then take the exam later (see the catalog for regulations of the removal of a grade of incomplete).

CR/NC OPTION:

This course may be taken on a CREDIT / NO CREDIT  or on a LETTER GRADE basis. The credit/no credit option does not mean you are not getting credit for the class. It means that

-instead of the letter grades A, B, or C you would have the notation CR on your transcript; 

-instead of the letter grades D or F you would have the notation NC on your transcript. 

If you choose the CR/NC option, it is your responsibility to declare to the Office of Admissions and Records the intention to take the course on a credit /no credit basis no later than deadline date established in the Calendar of Instruction. You need to submit the request on the appropriate forms. 
A system of letter grades is used to indicate the quality of work done by students:
A:  Excellent


CR:  Credit (At least satisfactory, C or better)

B:  Good 


NC:  No Credit (less than satisfactory / failing)

C:  Satisfactory

D:  Passing, less than satisfactory
F:  Failing

FINAL GRADE:
Grading:  Students will receive a letter grade based on the following:


1. Class attendance, assignments and classroom / LL participation 

10%


2. Chapter Quizzes (No make-up will be given.)



20%


3. Midterm








20%


4. Final exam








50%

Your FINAL GRADE will be an estimation of how proficiently you communicate when using the materials introduced during the semester. Because of the complex nature of language learning, it is impossible to compute this by averaging scores or ay any other mathematical means. Language learning is cumulative. Performance towards the end of the semester, and especially on the final exam will weigh more heavily than the performance in the easier, earlier part of the semester. 
DROPPING THE CLASS:
Should you at any time decide to drop the class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to fill out the proper forms and turn them in at the Registration Center on Phelan Campus. If your name is on the class list at the end of the semester, I have to assign you a grade for the class. If you decide that you need to drop the class, I would appreciate it if you would inform me before you do so. 

LANGUAGE CENTER:

Part of you weekly study time you should include about two hours practicing with the tape listening, video watching and other assignments at the language center.

The Language Center is located in Library 205.

Hours:

Monday – Thursday 
8:00 a.m. to 8:45 p.m.



Friday


8:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.



Saturday

9:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.

Tape number: JA-1A-01-R1(L1) to JA-1B-01-18(L4) (L1 of vol. I to L1-L4 of vol. II)

Every Monday you should turn in your lab card(s) for the previous week’s work in the lab.
LEARNING ASSISTANCE CENTER:
- The Learning Assistance Center, in Library 207, assists students in learning their course materials, enabling them to become efficient, independent learners.

- The Learning Assistance Center provides one-to-one or some tutoring in foreign language courses. The trained tutors assist students in improving their proficiency in the language and with their study techniques. 

- There are also special tables reserved, in the Learning Assistance Center, for students in foreign language classes who wish to work together. 

CLASS ENVIRONMENT:
The classroom environments should be one that is conducive to learning. That depends on you as well as on me. Come to class on time. Be well-prepared so you can contribute positively and effectively. Turn off all telephones, or better yet, do not bring to the class so that they do not disturb the other students. Also, do not chew gum. 

OFFICE HOURS:

I will be available for consultation and additional help with difficulties you may experiencing in learning Japanese. All students are welcome to discuss any special academic interests or problems during the prescribed office hours. If these office hours conflict with your schedule, please contact me and a mutually convenient time for a meeting may be arranged. 

Wednesday, 2-2:30 pm, Thursday, 9:30-10 am, Friday 9:30-10 am or by appointment

Office:  
  
Arts 203

Telephone:
 
452-5359

e-mail:


 mmatsumu@ccsf.edu

Mailing address:
Box A4, City College of San Francisco





50 Phelan Ave, San Francisco, CA 94112

IMPORTANT SEMESTER DATES:

September 3

Holiday

September 7

Last day to drop without a “W” on your permanent record

September 17

Last day to select credit / no credit option

October 8

No class

November 12

Holiday

November 13 

Last day to drop with a ”W” notation

November 22-25
Thanksgiving Vacation

December 11

Last day of instruction

December 14, Friday

Final Exam (8 a.m. – 12 p.m.)
 



I have received and understand the course information for Japanese 1.
Student’s name: _____________________________________________

Telephone Number and e-mail address:____________________________________
Native language:_____________________________________________

The Japanese courses you took before____________________________

Where and when did you take them? Who was your teacher?____________________________________________________

The other Japanese course you are going to take this semester:___________________________________________________

Have you been to Japan? _____________________________________________

Are you going to Japan soon? __________________________________________

Do you have a Japanese friend? _________________________________________

Do you watch Japanese TV programs, movies, and / or animations?

_____________________________________________

Do you listen to Japanese music? ____________________________________________

Why do you want to study Japanese?
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