Deborah Goldsmith

  




         Phone:  (415) 239-3086  Batmale 626, Ocean Campus       




         Email: dgoldsmi@ccsf.edu
City College of San Francisco
    

 

IDST 80-F – Diversity: Class and Classism

Summer 2007

ENROLLMENT AND GRADING INFORMATION
This class meets from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 14, 2007.  Students must be present for the entire time to receive credit for the class.

ADDING, DROPPING, AND RECEIVING CREDIT/NO CREDIT GRADING FOR THIS CLASS:  
You must complete any of these procedures today – Saturday, July 14.  You can do this online through webSTARS at www.ccsf.edu until 11:00 p.m. tonight.  Computers are available for your use in the library (open today until 4:45 p.m.).  If you are not registered as a CCSF student you must complete the registration process first before adding this class.  
FINAL GRADES:  Final grades will be posted outside Batmale 626 after Tuesday, August 2, or send an email to dgoldsmi@ccsf.edu for grade information.
Questions you’ll learn about in this course

How do we learn and experience our class identity and the class system?  

Why is class an unrecognized issue?

How does the class system create classism and internalized oppression?

What are the different classes in the U.S. today?  How are they different?


How do radical political economists explain the existence and perpetuation of the class structure?

How is class related to race, ethnicity, and gender?

How do individuals, unions, and other organizations challenge class power and classism?  

How do I want to respond to class power and classism in the U.S. today?

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
REQUIRED:  All students are expected to complete the in-class writing assignments (not collected) and Paper #1 (Course Reflection).  Completing these assignments and participating fully and positively in the class will result in a grade of either credit (CR) or a letter grade of C.  
OPTIONAL for letter grade students:  A higher letter grade of B or A may be awarded to students who complete the OPTIONAL Paper #2 (Class in the U.S. Today) in addition to other assignments.
REQUIRED AND OPTIONAL PAPERS  – due by 2:00 p.m. Monday, July 30
Submit paper(s) either by leaving in the box for this class outside Deborah Goldsmith’s office, Batmale 626 on Ocean campus, or by emailing to dgoldsmi@ccsf.edu (NOTE: no “th”!).  If you would like your paper(s) back, be sure to include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

REQUIRED Paper #1 for All Students: Course Reflection 

Paper Format
· This paper should be at least 2 double-spaced pages, either typed or neatly handwritten in black or blue ink.  It should be written in complete sentences, with generally correct punctuation, grammar, and spelling.  It does not have to be perfect, but it should be clearly understandable.    

· Do not plagiarize!   Do not copy word-for-word from the course readings or any other source, and do not use extensive quotations in this short paper.  The point of the assignment is to demonstrate your personal understanding of the course topics, so summarize the main points or basic ideas of any written material you are discussing in your own (different) words and phrasing. 
Paper Topic: Course Reflection
· The paper should focus on your own personal learning from the course.  Look back at your in-class writing assignments as a starting place.  

· Your paper should refer to at least one of the following readings:  
· Harro, “The Cycle of Socialization”

· Mantsios, “Class in America”

· Chuck Barone, “Personal Dynamics of Classism” 
· D’Amato, “What We Mean by the Working Class”
· Kivel, “Why Does Wealth Matter?” 

· Your paper should be an organized response to at least three of the questions below.  You can choose the order of these questions and focus on what is most important to you.  But the paper should be an organized essay about what you learned in this course -- do not simply write down answers to the questions.
Questions to address in the paper (discuss at least three):
1. What information or concepts about class and classism were most interesting to you?  

2. What did you learn about your class identity?  How do you believe your class identity benefits or limits you?

3. What did you learn about your experience or expression of classism and/or internalized oppression?  

4. What did you learn about your own past attitudes or actions in supporting or challenging class power and privilege?  

5. What did you learn about other people’s experiences of class and/or classism?

6. What did you find most important to know about people’s activism resisting exploitation, class power, or classism?

7. What personal perspectives, values, or behaviors have changed for you as a result of participating in this course?  

OPTIONAL Paper #2 for Letter Grade Students: Class in the U.S. Today
Paper Format
This paper should be at least 2 double-spaced pages, typed or neatly handwritten.  

Follow all additional format information for Paper #1.

Paper Topic: Class in the U.S. Today 

Write a thoughtful, organized essay describing and explaining how the class system operates in the U.S. today.  To receive full credit, the paper must focus on at least two of the specific issues from this course listed below and must refer to at least two of the assigned readings.  State your conclusion(s) about how the U.S. class system is working or changing today.  If you wish, you may include your own thoughts and feelings about class in the U.S. today.

Issues to discuss in this paper (discuss at least two): 

1. the description and structure of the U.S. class system today
2. the radical theory of how the capitalist class system relies on exploitation to produce products 
3. how individual, institutional, and/or cultural socialization operate to shape people’s experience of class 

4. how class shapes the actual living conditions and opportunities of people in a specific class

5. the radical theory of how capitalist ideology and classism help maintain the class system

6. how classism and internalized oppression shape individual people’s experience of class

7. why people resist classism, question the ideology of capitalism, and/or develop class consciousness

8. how groups of people have challenged and/or are challenging class power and privileges

Creating a Positive Learning Environment

This course is a place for our shared learning and growth.  Together, we need to create an environment that is friendly, courteous, and provides a safe, comfortable place for everyone.  

Social identity topics such as class can be difficult to discuss.  Just talking about class breaks some very basic social taboos in U.S., and it may be personally challenging as well.  Please consider whether you believe the following suggestions will help create a positive learning environment today and are willing to try to follow them, and note any additional guidelines you’d like to suggest to the class.

Proposed guidelines for course participation:

1. Acknowledge that we are all individuals, not representatives of specific social groups, and that we do not choose most areas of our social identity.

2. Acknowledge -- or accept as a working assumption -- that racism, sexism, class, and other institutionalized forms of oppression exist and are experienced differently by different people.

3. Approach this class as an opportunity to learn about other groups, and consider new ideas and information with curiosity and an open mind.

4. Speak from our own experience and avoid generalizing about groups of people (either our own or others’).

5. Listen respectfully and thoughtfully to all perspectives, without putting anyone down for their views or experiences.

6. Assume that all members of this class are doing the best they can and genuinely want to get along with us. 
7. Agree not to blame ourselves or others for our misinformation and stereotypes, since none of us are perfect and we all always have more to learn.

8. Share the time and space, so everyone is able to participate.

9. Respect the confidentiality of whatever anyone shares today – any personal information is offered only to those who are here, for our shared learning.

Thank you for your part in creating this course today!

