Standard 2.A.6.b

Section:  When programs are eliminated or program requirements are significantly changed, the institution makes appropriate arrangements so that enrolled students may complete their education in a timely manner with a minimum of disruption.

The Academic Senate for California states “Districts should have an agreed-upon process for discontinuing programs on the basis of criteria established in the Education Code, §78016. In addition, the Chancellor's Office, as authorized in Title 5 §55130(d), may evaluate programs and determine that an educational program should no longer be offered.” However, the Senate further states “The Curriculum Standards Handbook does not yet address such criteria or processes, but guidelines are planned for the near future and will specify a key role for the curriculum committee.”

“The [Curriculum] Committee is the reviewing and approving body for curricula for the College as a whole. The Committee is responsible for studying curricular proposals (courses and programs) and recommending action on them to the Chancellor and the Board of Trustees.” Departments wishing to eliminate or significantly change programs submit their proposal(s) to the Committee using the “Other Actions” form.  

Additionally, City College has adopted Catalogue Rights, which state: “The courses required for a specific degree or certificate may change from one catalog to the next and often change during a student's tenure. For the purposes of meeting graduation requirements based on catalog rights, students may elect to meet the requirements of either: 

1.
The catalog which was in effect at the time the student began his/her course work at City College of San Francisco, or

2.
Any catalog that is or has been in effect during the time that the student has maintained continuous enrollment before graduation.”

While neither the State Academic Senate nor City College has a specific policy in place regarding program discontinuance, the College’s past practice would indicate that it is committed to aiding students in finishing their chosen program(s) of study. The Watch Repair Program was closed at the end of the fall semester in 1997 after a thorough job-market analysis as part of the Program Review process.  The Court Reporting Program was closed to new students in fall of 2000. Students enrolled prior to that semester were allowed to complete their coursework. 

The English and E.S.L. departments are raising the graduation level for written composition, which will impact two courses (ENG 94 and ESL 82). The College is informing incoming students of the changes and is committed to offering enough sections of the classes that fulfill previous graduation requirements to allow currently enrolled students to complete their program(s) of study.

Rating of how well College meets the standard:

Satisfactory

Why I gave this rating:

The College has demonstrated its commitment to helping students pursue their chosen fields of study. However, even though the State Academic Senate hasn’t written a specific policy regarding program discontinuance for district curriculum committees, the College should add an appropriate statement to its handbook.
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