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 Come by and take a look at an awe-
inspiring summer addition to the CCSF 
community: the fossil remains of a 
20-foot-long, roughly 85-million-year-
old, voracious �sh that terrorized the 
oceans during the Age of the Dinosaurs. 
�e now extinct Xiphactinus audax has 
joined our Fossil Gallery in the Walk 
�rough the Story of Time and Life � 
our Exhibit-In-Progress in the Science 
Building on the Ocean Campus. Look 
closely, and you�ll notice that this giant 
predator contains the remains of partially 
digested prey in its stomach! �e fossil 
was installed this summer by members of 
the Earth Sciences Department, Gizmo 
Art Productions, and CCSF Buildings & 
Grounds.
�e Fossil Gallery resides in the south 
lobby entrance of the basement �oor 
of the Science Building. In this gal-
lery, Xiphactinus sits alongside six other 
ancient fossils � including our giant-
clawed dinosaur and our long-necked 
swimming plesiosaur � all on inde�nite 
loan from the California Academy of 
Sciences. A�er perusing the stories of 
these amazing creatures, take a walk 
from the Big Bang � the beginning of 
our Universe � through the formation 
of our Solar System, our planet, and the 
evolution life on Earth. �e walk starts 
in the basement of the Science Building 
and snakes its way up the stairwells and 
along the �rst, second, and third �oors. 
�e exhibit is not yet complete, but with 
over 80 panels and posters installed (25 
of which were summer additions), it is a 
visually exciting journey. Maps and guides 
for this Exhibit-In-Progress are available 
in the Fossil Gallery, where the walk 
begins. 

Additional panels are being added 
monthly � produced by faculty and 
students at CCSF and based on tem-
plates designed in the GRPH 68 �Pre-
press Production Laboratory� class last 
semester. We hope to have the exhibit 
completed and formally �opened� during 
the Spring Semester. Until then, we are 
busily developing the remaining content, 
determining how best to install our three 
large murals, and looking for funds to 
both complete, improve, and ultimately 
maintain the exhibit for decades to come. 
Visit our website at www.ccsf.edu/
TimeLife to see the entire exhibit pho-
tographed and transcribed and to learn 
more about what�s coming. To share 
ideas or suggestions; to ask questions; or 
to provide assistance, please email me, 
Katryn Wiese (Earth Sciences Depart-
ment) at kwiese@ccsf.edu. And thanks to 
members of the Earth Sciences Depart-
ment, Buildings & Grounds, and others 
throughout the CCSF community who 
have provided immeasurable assistance to 
this project! 

Origins of our world, universe on display in Science Building

�e Fossil Gallery in the south lobby entrance 
of the basement �oor of the Science Building is 
pictured abo�e. 

Abo�e is an artists� rendition of Xiphactinus 
Audax which populated an ancient ocean called 
the Western Interior Seaway  that once co�ered 
much of central North America. It attained 
lengths of up to 17-feet. An example of Xiphactinus 
Audax is on display in the Fossil Gallery in the 
Science Building, Ocean Campus. �e rendering 
abo�e is courtesy of National Geographic. 
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