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I. GENERAL DESCRJPTION
A. Date
B, Department
C. Course Number
D. Course Title
E. Course Outline Preparer

F. Department Chairperson

G. Dean

H. Curriculum Committee Chair

I. Vice Chancellor

II. COURSE SPECIFICS
A I-lours
B. Units
C. Prerequisites

Co requisites
Advisories

D. Course Justification

E. Field Trips
F. Method of Grading
G. Repeatability

90 I-lours
Noncredit
Nonc
None
None
Fulfills the Humanities requirements for the
City College of San Francisco Adult High
School Diploma program.
Yes
A, B, C, D, F +1
As Needed

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Focusing on the evolution of Eastern religions from the starting point of Hinduism and of
Western religions from the starting point of Judaism, students will study the historical
development and core beliefs of six of the world's religions: Hinduism, Taoism,
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a studenl will be able to:

A. Demonstrate how each of the world religions was created within a historical,
political, sociological, and cultural context.

B. Differentiate among six of the world's religions.
C. Articulate the common beliefs shared by the Eastern religions.
D. Articulate the common beliefs shared by the Western religions.
E. Demonstrate a general knowledge of the important historical dates, the

importance ormajor historical figures, lhe important dates of the religious
calendar, and the important rituals and ceremonies of each religion.

V. CO TENT
A. The origins of each religion

1. Community traditions in each religion's place of origin
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2. The needs and hopes of the people in a particular time and place
B. Evolution of each religion

I. Important historical dates
2. Important historical figures
3. Important historical events
4. Development of different sects/confessions within each religion

C. Core beliefs/philosophy ofeach religion
1. Deity(ies)
2. After death
3. Appropriate behavior

a. Gender roles
b. Spiritual obligations
c. Relations/obligations to other people in the same faith community
d. Relations with people ofother faiths

4. Free wilVdestiny
5. Purpose of life

D. Practices of each religion
I. Sacred sites
2. Pilgrimage
3. Prayer
4. Meditation
5. Rituals and ceremonies

a. Religious calendar
b. Ritual practices
c. Purpose/theme of ritual

E. Compare Eastern and Western religions
I. Origins
2. Core beliefs/philosophy
3. Practices

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Vocabulary notebook to keep track ofnew words
b. Short written assignments about specific topics. For example: Students

write a paragraph describing their thoughts about the value ofpilgrimage
to the individual and the religious community.

c. Group presentations. For example: Students work in small groups to study
the life of a particular historical figure. Their presentation to the class
would explain how this person had an effect on the religion he or she
practiced.

d. Students will collaborate with the instructor to create rubrics that will be
used to evaluate students' essays and presentations.

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Research, analyze and write a 750 word essay about a religious sect or

confession as it is today emphasizing its historical and cultural context,
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which core beliefs and practices it has inherited from the "parent" religion,r and how it differentiates itself from both the "parent religion" and other
religions from the same tradition.

b. Create a timeline that includes origin dates and important events from all
six of the religions covered in the course.

c. Write short essays about the student's personal opinions regarding specific
topics. For example: The student may express his or her opinion about the
caste system in India.

d. Field trips to museums
B. Evaluation

1. Short quizzes on important historical events and figures, religious calendar,
and religious practices

2. Research paper about a religious sect or confession as it is today. For
example: The origins of Mormonism and its similarities and differences with
other Christian sects/confessions.

3. Evaluation of student work using student-instructor created rubrics as describe
above.

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Fisher, Mary Pat, Living Religions 7th Edition. Prentice Hall, New York, 2005
2. Internet sites such as www.religiofacts.com, www.interfaith.org, and

www.lessonplanet.com. (query: comparative religions)

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATIONr NONCREDIT (meets all standards ofTitle 5. Section 55002(c)).,

r
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