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A study of major turning points that shaped the modem world, from the early 20th 
century to World War II. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Use historical thinking skills such as the ability to interpret visual and quantitative 
data. 

B. Describe the reform and revolutionary movements and social change in the world 
economy of the early century. 

C. Analyze the search for peace and stability in the 1920s and 1930s. 
D. Describe the causes and global consequences of World War II. 
E. Identify the major global trends from 1900 to the end of World War II. 

V. CONTENTS 
A. Historical Thinking Skills 

1. Chronological thinking 
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2. Data from historical maps 
3. Visual and quantitative data 
4. Historical analysis and interpretation of multiple perspectives 
5. Library research 

B. Reform and revolutionary movements and social change in the world economy in 
the early 20th century 
1. World industrial economy in the early 20th century 

a. Industrial power of Great Britain, France, Germany, Japan, and the United 
States in the early 20th century 

b. Industrial development on the culture and working lives of middle-and 
working-class people in Europe, Japan, and the United States 

c. Liberalism, social reform, conservatism, and socialism as competing 
ideologies 

d. Entrepreneurs, scientists, and urban workers in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America's participation in world trade and industrialization 

e. European colonial territories and Latin American countries' agricultural 
and mining economies 

2. Causes and consequences of resistance and evolutionary movements of the 
early 20th century 
a. Causes of the Russian rebellion of 1905 and its impact on future reform 
b. Mexican Revolution 
c. China's 1911 Republican Revolution 

C. Causes and global consequences of World War I 
I. Causes of World War I 

a. Economic and political rivalries, ethnic and ideological conflicts, 
militarism, and imperialism as possible causes 

b. Science, technology, and material progress in Europe 
c. Immediate causes 

2. Global scope, outcome, and human costs of the war 
a. Maj or turning points ofthe war and the principal theaters of conflict in 

Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Sub-Sabaran Africa, East Asia, and the 
South Pacific 

b. Nationalism and use of propaganda 
c. Industrial production and military technology 
d. Colonial peoples contribution to the war (Allies and the Central Powers) 
e. Russian Revolution and the entry of the United States 
f. Demographic, social, economic, and environmental consequences of the 

war 
3. Russian Revolution 

a. Causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and its progression from 
moderate to radical 

b. Leninist political ideology and the Bolsheviks' adaptation of Marxist ideas 
c. The effects of the New Economic Policy on Soviet society, economy, and 

government. 
d. Rise of Joseph Stalin to power, the first Five-Year Plan disrupted and 

transformation of Soviet society in the 1920s and 1930s. 
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e. Revolutionary Russia challenges Western governments and the impact of 
the Bolshevik victory on world labor movements 

D. Peace and stability in the 1920s and 1930s 
1. Postwar efforts to achieve lasting peace and social and economic recovery 

a. Conflicting aims and aspirations of the conferees at Versailles 
b. Collapse of the German, Hapsburg, and Ottoman empires and the creation 

of new states 
c. League of Nations 
d. Women's political movements in the context of World War I and its 

aftermath. 
e. Governments of Britain, France, Germany, and Italy's response to the 

economic and political challenges of the postwar decade 
f. United States isolationist policies on world politics and international 

relations in the 1920s. 
2. Economic, social, and political transformations in Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America in the 1920s and 1930s. 
a. The struggle between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party for 

dominance in China . 
b. Militarism and fascism in Japan 
c. European colonial regimes in India, Africa, and Southeast Asia 
d. Social and economic conditions of colonial rule, as well as ideals of liberal 

democracy and national autonomy, contributed to the rise of nationalist 
movements in India, Africa, and Southeast Asia. 

e. Rise of both pan-Arabism and nationalist struggles for independence in the 
Middle East 

f. Challenges to democratic government in Latin America in the context of 
class divisions, economic dependency, and United States intervention 

3. Scientific or technological innovations and new patterns of social and cultural 
life between 1900 and 1940. 
a. Impact of World War I and its aftermath on literature, art, and intellectual 

life in Europe 
b. Social impact of innovative movements in literature, architecture and the 

fine arts, such as Cubism, Surrealism, Expressionism, Socialist Realism, 
and jazz. 

c. Impact of innovative movements in Western art and literature on other 
regions of the world and the influence of African and Asian art forms on 
Europe. 

d. New media--newspapers, magazines, commercial advertising, film, and 
radio--and the rise of mass culture 

4. Causes and global consequences of the Great Depression 
a. The financial, economic, and social causes of the Depression 
b. Human costs of the Depression in different countries and economic 

regions of the world 
c. Depression's effect on the colonial peoples of Africa and Asia 
d. The growth of socialist and communist movements 

E. Causes and global consequences of World War II. 
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1. Causes of World War II 
a. Ideologies of fascism and Nazism 
b. The legacy of World War I, the depression, ethnic and ideological 

conflicts, imperialism, and traditional political or economic rivalries as 
underlying causes of World War II. 

c. German, Italian, and Japanese military conquests and drives for empire in 
the 1930s. 

d. Consequences of Britain, France, the United States, and other Western 
democracies' failure to oppose fascist aggression. 

e. The immediate causes of the war and the reasons for early Gennan and 
Japanese victories. 

f. The motives and consequences of the Soviet nonaggression pacts with 
Germany and Japan 

2. Global scope, outcome, and human costs of the war 
a. Maj or turning points of the war 
b. Political and diplomatic leadership of such individuals as Churchill, 

Roosevelt, Hitler, Mussolini, and Stalin affected 
c. Nazi regime and the "war against the Jews" 
d. Consequences of World War II 

F. Global trends from 1900 to the end of World War II. 
I. Major shifts in world geopolitics between 1900 and 1945 and explain the 

growing role of the United States in international affairs. 
2. The nature and extent of Western military, political, and economic power in 

the world in 1945 compared with 1900. 
3. The ideologies, policies, and governing methods of 20th-century totalitarian 

regimes with those of contemporary democracies and absolutist states of 
earlier centuries 

4. The ideologies, policies, and governing methods of 20th-century totalitarian 
regimes with those of contemporary democracies and absolutist states of 
earlier centuries. 

5. Mass consumer economies developed in some industrialized countries of the 
world but not in others. 

6. New technologies and scientific breakthroughs both benefited and imperiled 
humankind. 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In class 
a. Reading assignments followed by summaries/outlines of key main ideas 

and supporting details 
b. StUdent/large group activities such as: 

I. Dialogue groups where students respond in writing to each other's 
thoughts and then discuss after one rotation 
2. Students take notes during instructor lecture followed by small group 
discussion summarizing key points 
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c. Project Based Learning (PBL) (e.g. students conduct research on the 
democratic movements of Latin American in the 1940s) 

d. Web assignments from Internet sites where students read primary source 
documents to analyze, i.e., World History Sources 
http://chnm.gmu.edulworldhistorysources/whmfinding.php looking at 
primary source documents to answer a question such as "Did the 
Versailles Treaty help cause World War II?" 

e. Writing assignments where students cite evidence from texts comparing 
divergent views on the same issue 

f. Cartoon analysis of historical or current events 
g. Organizing a portfolio of completed assignments 
h. Field trips to museums to look at art and/or artifacts and to libraries, public 

and CCSF, to see exhibits and use resources 
2. Out-of-class 

a. Reading assignments such as reading letters from the soldiers in World 
War I 

b. Reading of student chosen books with book reports (e.g. historical fiction 
and nonfiction) 

c. Online and/or library research on PBL inquiry 
d. Film critiques on documentaries and film, such as "Cabaret", "All Quiet 

on the Western Front" or PBS "The Storm that Swept Mexico" 
B. Evaluation 

1. Quizzes (multiple choice and/or short answer) on key vocabulary and 
concepts 

2. Unit tests (multiple choice and short answer) 
3. Document based question essay such as "What made Gandhi's nonviolent 

movement work?" 
4. PBL product(s) such as power point, photo essay, essay and bulletin board 

presentation as describe above 
5. Completed portfolio of completed assignments with a reflection and self

evaluation paper on topics such as the reform and revolution movements and 
social change in the world economy of the early century and the major global 
trends from 1900 to the end of World War II 

6. Book reports on student chosen books evaluated by rubrics developed agreed 
upon by both instructor and students 

7. Film critiques as described above 
C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 

1. Brady, Charles, Roden, Phil, & Siavelis, William, Document Based Questions 
in World History, 2009, Illinois DPQ Project 

2. Ellis, Elisabeth & Esler, Anthony, World History The Modern Era, 2014, 
Prentice Hall, New Jersey 

3. Websites such as Modern World History: ClassZone 
http://www.classzone.comlbooks/whmodern/index.cfin and World History 
Sources http://chmn.gmu.edu/worldhistorysources/whmfinding.php 

4. Teacher compiled readers from excerpts of texts and magazine articles 
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VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
NONCREDIT (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(c». 

CCSF. Transitional Studies. TRST 3535, Modem World History, November 2014, Page 6 of6 


