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II. COURSE SPECIFICS

Catalogue Description:

TITLE UNITS
Th A 104 SURVEY OF CLASSICAL DRAMA 3 units

HOURSIWEEK OF LECTURE/LAB
Three hours lecture

BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION:
An introductory survey to the world's great plays. 104 investigates Greek, Roman,
Medieval, Renaissance, and 18th Century pieces. 105 begins with Henrick Ibsen and
explores world trends in playwriting and performance to the present times.

FIELD TRIPS: Field trips may be required.

METHOD OF GRADING: Grading using letter grades.

COURSE REPEATlBILlTY:

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES:
The student will be able to:

A. Analyze in a coherent and critical way, any of the plays assigned during the
semester.

B. Define and illustrate specified theatrical methods of performance.
C. Compare various styles of playhouses (theatres) and discuss the effect on

plays written to perform in those particular kinds of spaces.
D. Describe and compare the characteristics of various dramatic periods studied

during the semester.

IV. COURSE CONTENT:
(see attached reading list)

A. Theatre Arts 104: The study of specific Greek, Roman, Medieval, Renaissance,
Elizabethan, French and 18th Century English plays.

B. .The investigation into and the stUdy of the prominent and influential dramatists.
C. Research into the specific theatres used for performances in each period and

how they were affected by societal influences.
D. Working from an historical approach, placing each play within the context of its

time, its author, its political atmosphere, and the current methods of staging.



V. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY:

A. ASSIGNMENTS:
Demonstrate through tests and papers an awareness of the different styles and
approaches to playwriting that were influenced by the times and the politics of the
historical world. Be able to analyze and identify the major changes in theatre as a result
of the alterations in antiquity.

B. EVALUATION:
1. Regular written and oral exams
2. Mid-term and final exams
3. Discussion of various texts and authors
4. Critiques of various scripts

C. SUGGESTED TEXTS:

Theatre Arts 104:

PROMETHEUS BOUND, Aeschylus
OEDIPUS REX, Sophocles
THE CLOUDS, Aristophanes
A selection by Plautus
SECOND SHEPHERD'S PLAY
EVERYMAN
DR. FAUSTUS, Marlowe
VOPLONE, Jonson
THE MAID'S TRAGEDY, Beaumont and Fletcher
DUCHESS OF MALFI
A Shakespearean comedy or tragedy
TARTUFFE, Moliere
SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL, Sheridan

VI. REQUESTED CREDIT CLASSIFICATION:

Degree Applicable (meets all standards ofTitle V. Section 550032 (a».

SPECIAL FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT NEEDS:

A classroom with standard facilities.
Copies of the texts placed either on reserve in the library, or in the stacks.
Usage of stage re-creations as visual examples. (provided by the instructor)
Copies of videos of those plays available in the media centerTheatre Arts



TECHNOLOGY MEDIATED COURSE PROPOSAL
Informational Addendum

'Department: Theatre Arts

Course No.: 104

Course Title: Survey of Classical Drama

Preparer/Chair: David Parr/Gloria Weinstock

Phone: 452-5394

Delivery Mode: Online

1. How is this course particularly suited to being offered online?

Because viewing of live theatrical productions is required during the course of
the semester, it is important that information about viewing opportunities be kept current;
that students have the ability to compare notes on viewing experiences; and that they
have immediate access to information found on theatre web sites. This course will create
a "virtual textbook" by offering links to sites that speak to the issues in the plays under
study. On-line quiz and exam capability offers an important feedback and assessment
loop. I think all of these needs would be well served by an online course offering

2. How does this course help meet the goals of the:

a. college
Based on the enrollment demand for the currently offered Introduction to

Theatre and Modem Drama online courses, it seems reasonable to expect that this
course would continue to raise the profile of City College in the community of Bay
Area theatre patrons. These are mainly working adults who are inclined to patronize
theatre and who would benefit from the basic information offered in this course.
They tend to be computer enabled and time challenged and the asynchronous nature
of an online course would suit their needs. Additionally, the transferability of the
course would appeal to students seeking to matriculate to other institutions.

b. department
Survey of Classical Drama is a survey course that meets the general

education requirement in the humanities and is a valuable offering for the many
acting students that make up a large part of the department's enrollment base.

c. program
This course is the compliment to Survey of Modem Drama and is part of our

plan to reestablish our dramatic literature classes. We hope that we can create
enrollment demand to reintroduce this as a lecture class on the Phelan campus.

3. What methods of delivery will be used to offer this course?



The course will be offered via the Internet using the College's WebCT server.
Recommended individual viewing of performances of scripts covered in the class will be
accomplished either at the Rosenberg Library media center or by home viewing of
materials rented from commercial sources.

4. What methods will be used to communicate between instructor and students?

The website provides facilities for email and synchronous "chat", as well as
conferences in which the instructor can observe and comment upon the student dialogue.
Additionally, I maintain a phone "hotline" for updated information pertaining to class
schedule and viewing opportunities. Students can also leave voice messages on this line
and set up in-person appointments during my office hours.

5. How many hours are students expected to use the specified technology?

Students will be expected to spend approximatelyI hour per week viewing the
recorded programs; an additional I Y2 hrs. /wk. reading the text; Y2hr. /wk. on the weekly
quiz; I hr.lwk reading online posting and linked sites. Additionally, they must view 3
plays in person over the course of the semester (approximately 2Y2 hrs. ea.) and write
critiques of the productions. Depending on how much participation in conferences, email
and online chat takes place, I would anticipate each student spending an average of 4 - 4
1/2 hrs.lwk total on this course, with 2 hrs. of that time being online.

6. How will instructor and student contact be maintained, including the frequency of
contact?

Using the technologies indicated in number 4. above, the instructor would initiate
emails to each student on an average of once a week, monitor conference activity on a
daily basis and respond to phone calls and requests for in-person meetings as requested.

7. What methods will be used to assess student competency in this course?

There will be graded weekly quizzes, periodic exams, and written papers.
Additionally, conference participation will be graded based upon frequency and quality
of contribution.

8. What are the major:

a. assignments
Assignments include viewing 3 live theatrical productions, reading 9
scripts to be covered in the class, and recommended viewing of
videotapes or DVD's performances of the 9 plays studied.

b. papers
Each student must submit a written evaluation of the plays seen live
during the semester as well as an interpretive essay assigned as part of
the final exam. Submission of two "extra credit" papers will also be
permitted.

c. examinations
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There will be a midterm and a final examination.

9. What are the protocols for administering:

a. tests
Online, weekly quizzes will be administered through the quiz module on the
website.

b. examinations
Midterm and final exams include multiple choice and matching columns
questions administered online as well as an interpretive essay to be submitted via
the online assignment module.

10. What is the planned enrollment cap for this course?
35 students
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