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SPCH 2 enables a student to develop critical 
thinking skills through the application of 
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complex communication and its effect on 
people while deepening an understanding of 
human communication. Course meets CSU 
Area A3 Critical Thinking requirement and 
IGETC IB: Critical Thinking/Composition. 
No 
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Studies the rhetorical tradition and significant rhetorical artifacts. Analyzes public 
discourse through the application of commonly applied rhetorical methods. 
Communication artifacts are evaluated for support, reasoning, language use, message 
construction, and context in a series of academic research papers. Emphasizes critical 
thinking principles alongside techniques of effective discourse. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. F onnulate research questions based on an understanding of rhetoric. 
B. Construct reasonable, valid, and sound conclusions, using critical reasoning, 

analytical skills, and a knowledge of the rhetorical situation. 
C. Compare and contrast the appropriateness of rhetorical critical methods. 
D. Assess how rhetorical acts reflect the author's cultural, moral, gender-based, and 

philosophical assumptions, which can be explicit, implicit, or even hidden. 
E. Organize academic essays with clear purpose and proper documentation. 
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V.CONTENTS 
A. The nature of rhetorical criticism 

I. Definition of rhetoric 
a. Humans as creators of rhetoric 
b. Symbols as medium for rhetoric 
c. Communication as the purpose of rhetoric 

2. Rhetorical criticism 
a. Systematic analysis as criticism 
b. Acts and artifacts as objects of criticism 
c. purpose of criticism 

B. Doing rhetorical criticism 
1. Selecting socially significant artifacts 
2. Contextualizing rhetorical artifacts 
3. Formulating probing research questions 
4. Writing critical essays 

a. Organization of academic essay 
b. Descriptive writing 
c. Critical essays 
d. Report of analysis 
e. Implications of analysis 
f. Academic source citations 

5. Accurate interpretation 
a. Definition of accurate interpretation 
b. Assumptions of accurate interpretation 
c. Standards for accurate interpretation 

6. Standards of the evaluation of critical investigations 
C. Rhetorical methods 

1. Assumptions and profitability of critical methods 
2. Procedures for critical methods 
3. Types of critical methods 

a. Metaphoric criticism 
b. Generic criticism 
c. Narrative criticism 
d. Fantasy theme analysis 
e. Feminist Criticism 
f. Cultural criticism 

D. Factors influencing analysis 
1. Inventory cognitive factors that problematize message making 
2. Consider how race, class, ethnicity, gender, religion, sexual orientation 

produce different analysis of the same artifact 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Reaction essays to various rhetorical artifacts 
b. Think pieces designed to exercise and develop critical insights 
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c. Editing exercises to achieve a clear and mature writing style in keeping 
with the conventions of academic and/or professional discourse. 

d. Revision strategies for extending and enriching early drafts and for 
producing polished academic writing. 

e. View and analyze both current and historically significant speeches. 
2. Out -of-class assignments 

a. Essay assignments. Students will write a minimum of 8,000 words using a 
progression of well-organized critical essays that demonstrate increasingly 
complex writing and critical thinking, such as a metaphoric analysis of 
Malala Yousafzai's speech to the United Nations Youth Assembly, an 
analysis and criticism of Toni Morrison's Nobel Prize in Literature 
Acceptance Speech, and a substantial rhetorical criticism of an artifact 
chosen be each student in consult with the instructor. Essays should be 
supported by research using MLA or APA style, in-text citations, and 
bibliography. 

b. Reading assignments 
1. Textbook readings on the history of rhetorical criticism and 

methodological procedures. 
2. Published examples of critical criticism, such as Aaron Hess' 

metaphorical criticism of the Medal of Honor video game. 
3. Model student papers. 

B. Evaluation 
I. Tests and Quizzes. Multiple choice and essay exams on knowledge of 

rhetorical tradition, rhetorical methodologies, and model examples of 
rhetorical criticism and foundational concepts and notions such as: theory, 
paradigm, epistemology, ontology, hegemony, supremacy, status quo, 
humanism. 

2. Essay assignments on Y ousafzai and Morrison to be crafted as academic, 
analytic response papers with evaluation based on organization, significance 
of artifact selected, quality of research question, proper application of method, 
quality of insights generated, quality of sources used, and writing acumen. 

3. Participation in class discussions on drafting and revision strategies and 
editing exercises for academic writing as well as other in-class analysis 
exercises on methodological critique as specified above. 

4. _Written final exam on a specific rhetorical criticism methodology and theory 
of communication as it relates to the theoretical framework of a substantial 
rhetorical analysis. 

5. At least 10-11, 1-2 page papers deconstructing and synthesizing readings on 
rhetorical criticism as a process and product, and connections to 
communication theory and functions used as ungraded or low-point class 
room assessment techniques. 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
I. Textbooks such as: 

a. Foss, Sonja K. Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice, 4th 
Edition. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 2009. 
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b. Sillars Malcolm 0., and Bruce Gronbeck. Communication Criticism, 2nd 
edition. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 2001. 

c. Kuypers, Jim A., Rhetorical Criticism: Perspectives in Action. Lexington 
Books, 2009. 

2. Reader of sample student papers. 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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