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I. COURSE SPECIFICS

Spring 1998

Foreign Languages

Spanish 41

Culture and Civilization of Spain

A. Title:

B. HourslWeek:

C. Units:

D. Prerequisites:

E. Course Description:

F. Field Trips:

G. Method of Grading:

H. Repeatability:

II. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Culture and Civilization of Spain

3 lecture hours

3 units

Recommended for success: E~GL 96 or placement in ENGL lA
No knowledge of Spanish required

Consideration of aspects and achievements of the culture and
civilization of Spain as reflected in its geography, history, language,
literature, governmental and social institutions, art, architecture, music, _
religion and daily life.

N/A

Option of letter grades or credit / no credit grades

N/A

SPAN 41. Culture and Civilization of Spain (3)
Lec-3 CRINCR avail.
Recom.: Eligible for ENGL lA
No knowledge of Spanish required

Aspects and achievements of the culture and civilization of Spain as reflected in its geography,
history, language, literature, governmental and social institutions, art, architecture, music, religion
and daily life. CSUIUC
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1lI. COURSE OBJECTIVES

When students have finished this course, they should be able to

A. Trace Spanish culture and civilization from its beginnings to the present time.
B. Demonstrate, both orally and in writing,

• how each period of Spanish history results from the social and political events and
institutions. .

• how attitudes and ways of life, art, architecture and music all reflect the tone and
spirit of the age.

More specifically, students should be able to, both orally and in writing

A. Identify the early inhabitants of Spain
B. Describe the evolution of Christianity and the development of the kingdoms and

provinces.
C. Identify the major historical periods and describe how literature and the arts reflect the

political and social attitudes of the time.
D. Identify and describe major political, historical, and literary figures and events which have

been presented in the lectures or covered in the readings.
E. Identify at least five major artists and place them into historical perspective.
F. Identify at least five major architectural structures, give their approximate geographical

location, and place them into historical perspective.
G. Identify at least five contributions to the world of music.
H. Define such literary tenns as picaresque novel, conceptismo, costurnbrismo, regionalism,

realism, naturalism, romanticism, and give examples of each, and place them into
historical perspective.

NOTE: Since this is an introductory course, students will not be expected to know all the
details and aspects of Spanish culture and civilization. However, it is hoped that upon
completion of the course, they will be inspired to pursue a more precise and intensive study
of Spanish culture and civilization.

IV. COURSE CONTENT

A. Early Spain and its inhabitants
1. Phoenicians, Greeks, Iberians, Celts, Celtiberos, Romans, Carthegenians, Visigoths, Moors
2. Political and social structures
3. Culture and the arts

B. Evolution of Christianity (8th - 10th centuries)
1. De',elopment of kingdoms and provinces
2. Political and social structures
3. Culture and the arts

C. The Reconquest (lIth - 13th centuries)
1. Expansion of Christian states
2. Political and social structures
3. Culture: evolution of the major languages and regional dialects; birth of the university
4. Literature and the arts
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D. 14th and 15th Centuries
1. Political and social setting

a. Catholic Kings and the unification of Spain
b. Territorial expansion; discovery of America
c. Religious policy: Inquisition; expulsion of Jews and Moors

2. Culture and the arts: architecture and painting
3. Literature: poetry, drama and prose

E. Renaissance and the Golden Age (16th and 17th centuries)
1. Political and social setting

a. Hapsburg monarchy: Carlos V and Felipe II
b. Conflict and wars

2. Culture and the arts: the Golden Age
a. Literature: poetry, drama and prose
b. The arts: architecture, painting, music and dance

F. 18th Century and the decline of Spain
1. Political and social setting

a. Bourbon dynasty
b. Development of agriculture: introduction of new crops and irrigation system
c. Invasion of Napoleon

2. Culture and the arts: architecture and painting
3. Literature: poetry, drama and prose

G. 19th Century
1. Political setting

a. French occupation
b. War of Independence and the Constitution of 1812
c. Independence of the American possessions
d. Carlist Wars
e. Marfa Cristina
f. Revolution of 1868 and the Constitution of 1869
g. First Republic
h. Restoration of the monarchy

2. Social setting: industrialization, population growth, social changes
3. Culture and the arts: architecture, painting, music
4. Literature: poetry, drama, prose

H. 20th Century
1. Political and social setting

a. Alfonso XIII
b. Second Republic
c. Civil War
d. Franco and the dictatorship
e. King Juan Carlos I and the new Spain
f. The European Economic Union
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V. INSTRUCfIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments

1. Reading of specified works for class discussion.
2. Written assignments based on the authors, works and topics studied.
3. Library assignments based on the authors, works and tpoics studied.
4. Viewing of corresponding videos, films, slides, etc.

More specifically, the instructor will
1. provide a list of the required reading assignments and a calendar of dates.
2. provide a bibliography of reference works and other pertinent material on reserve in the

City College library.
3. assign a teno paper and/or a report on a book read outside of class, or on a research

project (at the discretion of the instructor).
4. by lecture, explain how to read and analyze the information being studied.

More specifically, the students will
1. be expected to have read the assigned materials and pertinent reference or supplementary

materials by the stated deadlines.
2. read additional reference material available in the City College library.
3. participate in class discussions and be able to support their analysis of the particular points

by direct reference to texts,lectures, or outside readings.
4. if required, prepare and present to the class an oral review of a book or research project.
5. if required, write a teno paper related to the topics covered in the course.
6. submit a written version of their oral reports.
7. take notes on the instructor's lectures. on class discussions and on other students' oral

reports.

B. Evaluation

1. Quizzes and exams - frequency and type
At least two major tests will be given.
There may be short (10-15 minutes) written quizzes. announced or unannounced during
the semester.

Comprehensive final exam

2. Quizzes and exams - description
Quizzes, tests and the final exam will include any or all of the following: identification of
terminology, events, persons, movements, significant dates, slides, pictures, etc.
Short fill-in items to be answered by words or phrases
Short or long essay-type answers

3. Attendance
4. Prepardtion and participation in class discussions
5. Oral reports
6. Written reports and teno paper, if required

CCSF Course Outline: Spanish 41
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C. Texts and Other Materials

1. Texts: The following titles may vary depending upon availability of materials written in
English.

a. Roldan, Jose Manuel; A Short History ofSpain; EDI-6 Publishing.
b. Dell, Catherine; In Spain; EMC Publishing Company.
c. Hores, Angel; Great Spanish Stories; Dell Publishing Company
d. Northrup, George; An Introduction to Spanish Literature, University of Chicago Press.

NOTE: Students who are more competent and more comfortable reading and writing in Spanish
may do so.

VI. REQUESTED CREDIT CLASSIHCAnON

Credit/Degree applicable [meets all standards of Title V, Section 55002(a)]


