
I. 

City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date: 
B. Department: 
C. Course Number: 
D. Course Title: 
E. Prepared by: 
F. Department Chair: 
G. Dean: 

May 2013 
Foreign Languages 
SPAN 31B 
Intermediate Spanish for Bilinguals 
Ana Garcia 
Tom Blair_c-_-c~c--=--------,,-tr-----o·~.' -7"F-

Ms. Bob Davis ~ ~ ~ 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hour(s) Lecture-3 (52.5 total) 

Laboratory-2 (35 total) 
3 B. Unites) 

C. Prerequisites 
Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trip(s) 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

Oral fluency in Spanish 
None 
None 
This course provides Hispanic students with the 
tools to enhance their proficiency in the language 
to be used in formal/professional settings. Many 
bilingual students have not had much formal 
training in grammar, speaking, and writing of 
formal/professional Spanish. This course offers 
these students a foundation in grammar, writing, 
and speaking in Spanish to be used in a 
formal/professional context. 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

Intensive review of grammar. Composition and translation. Vocabulary, avoiding 
false cognates, reading and writing skills. Designed for bilingual students effective 
in oral communication in Spanish but with little knowledge in written Spanish. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 
A. Compose written documents with a strong grammatical foundation. 
B. Write and speak in different settings and distinguish different registers of 

the language using casual to academic Spanish. 
C. Speak and write with enriched vocabulary. 
D. Deduce and demonstrate valid conclusions from different cultural elements 

from various Hispanic countries. 
E. Describe cultural aspects of all Spanish-speaking countries, as well as 

Spanish-speaking groups in the United States. 
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V. CONTENT 
A. General review of Spanish grammar at the intermediate and advanced level in both 

oral and written forms 
1. Review of accent rules 
2. Conjugation and use of the past tenses of regular and irregular verbs 
3. Gender and number of troublesome nouns 
4. Plural of compound words 
5. Adjective usage and forms 
6. Demonstrative, indefinite and relative adjectives and pronouns 
7. Comparative and superlative 
8. Reflexives and reciprocal verbs and pronouns 

B. Strategies to enrich vocabulary and improve translation skills 
I. Translation of special verbs, such as to become, to raise, to run, to fail 
2. Analysis of words with multiple meanings, "par6nimos" 
3. Idiomatic expressions that include a preposition 
4. Identification and strategies to avoid literal translations, anglicisms, faIse 

cognates, semantic loans, and transferences 
5. Comparison and contrast of prepositional verbs in English and Spanish 

languages 
C. Strategies to improve the quality of writing 

1. Sentence structure including main and subordinate clauses, passive and active 
voices 

2. Distinction and production of types and styles of written discourse formal and 
informal 

3. Distinction and production of types and styles of written discourse colloquial 
and popular 

4. Reading and related analysis of a variety of texts (may include cultural 
narratives, essays, short stories, articles and poetry) from a range of Latin 
American and Spanish authors, illustrating a variety of topics, themes, styles, 
and techniques 

D. Review of the diverse Hispanic communities of the United States 
1. Hispanic communities in California 
2. Representative communities in other sections of the United States 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assigmnents 

I. In-class assigmnents: 
a. Exercises and quizzes which apply the grammar patterns, structures 

and lessons studied. 
b. Translations of different types and styles of written discourse. 
c. Research projects about linguistic and cultural issues. 
d. Class discussions and oral presentations about cultural subjects or 

assigned projects. 
e. Language laboratory activities such as viewing films, accessing online 

resources in Spanish related to the cultural topics covered in class, such 
as La Opinion, (http://www.laopinion.mx). 
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2. Out-of-class assignments: 
a. Viewing and listening to DVD's, Youtube clips and links to internet 

resources such as EI Pais, (http://elpais.com) and La Opinion 
(http://www.laopinion.com). 

b. Written and oral exercises, readings and compositions working with the 
content studied such as in V.A, B, C. 

c. Research projects such as presentations to the class on cultural topics or 
compositions based on research such as cultural differences between 
Hispanic communities in different Spanish-speaking countries. 

d. Learning service projects involvement, like Project Shine. 
B. Evaluation 

I. Exercises, quizzes and exams in grammar and style, including passages to 
translate on topics such as those in V, A.B. C 

2. Oral presentations and research projects related to cultural topics in the 
Hispanic communities studied in the course 

3. Compositions and short essays on cultural topics and textbook readings 
4. Comprehensive written final examination on grammar and readings 

including short essays on topics such as linguistic and cultural differences 
expressed in different Hispanic communities 

C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 
I. Marques, La Lengua Que Heredamos, 7th ed., Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley 

and Sons, Inc., 2011. 
Spanish 31 B covers chapters 9-16 

2. Multimedia resources such as films in the CCSF Language Center, online 
publications and resources such as EI Pais, (http://www.elpais.com) and 
La Opinion (http://www.laopinion.com) 

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards ofTitle 5. Section 55002 (a)) 
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