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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

A. Date
B. Department
C. Course Identifier
D. Course Title
E. Preparer
F. Chair
G. Dean
H. Mode

II. TMI COURSE JUSTIFICATION

October, 2005
Foreign Language
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Elementary Spanish
Edward Stering ,

'--=:L-. / .11\.-->

~ ~nline, 2 classroom seSSIOns

A. How is this course (Spanish IB) particularly suited to being offered online?
Proficiency and fluency in Spanish are developed by repeated practice that
builds and strengthens language skills. Technology has the tools to be a
tireless facilitator of such practice. Online skill-building activities include (l)
learning new vocabulary with a managed flash-card activity, (2) writing
exercises with automated correction and feedback to practice using new
vocabulary and grammar repeatedly, (3) browsing links to authentic Spanish
language Web sites, which show the vocabulary in a contextual and situational
environment, and (4) using interactive multi-media. In other words, the
student learns using a tool that provides abundant practice, with depth of
understanding, and with relevance to the target cultures.

B. How does this course help meet the goals of the:
1. College: Whereas City College has resolved to provide more distance

learning opportunities for students, this course completes the transferrable
Spanish I combination of Spanish IA-IB.

2..Department: Following the successful introduction of online courses in
Chinese, French and Italian, the department is well served by the
continuing development of online courses in Spanish. Because Spanish
has the largest total enrollment when compared with the other languages,
it is important to extend the online courses to include these students.

3. Program: The Spanish program has an extremely diverse student
population. Many of these students are working full-time or travel for
work. Therefore, they can attend class sessions on a regular basis. A
distance learning program can better serve this population. Furthermore,
many students in the Spanish program have already studied Spanish in
high school and/or in other educational settings. Due to an array of
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reasons, a great number of these students are not proficient enough to take
Spanish 2. The thorough instruction of content online can help refresh the
knowledge about Spanish acquired previously, as well as restore and
develop proficiency. The self-paced lessons and the relational structure of
an online course will provide them with the most efficient way to integrate
what they recall with what they need to learn in order to be ready for
Spanish 2. Furthermore, one can make the case that students who are in a
traditional classroom listening to explanations they have heard before in
high school will experience difficulty in concentration, and perhaps
motivation, also. These same students could benefit greatly by taking
some control over what they study and practice.

III. Instructional delivery

A. What methods of delivery will be used to offer this course? The course will be
delivered via the Internet, either the eBook or hardcopy of the text, and three face
to-face class sessions: orientation, midterm exam, and final exam.

B. What methods will be used to communicate between the instructor and students?
Communication is via announcements on the course's WebCT site, email,
telephone, feedback written on online exercises, and the electronic discussion
board.

C. How many hours a week are students expected to use the specified technology?
The nine hours per week may be entirely on the Internet if the student opts to
purchase the eBook rather than the hardcopy of the text. Students with the
hardcopy (all students have access to the eBook) will spend six hours per week
online.

D. How will instructor and student contact be maintained, including the frequency of
contact? The instructor provides weekly study plans with explanations and
assignments via the WebCT course site. The instructor responds to all student
email as often as it is received. Every three or four days, the instructor interjects
postings on the discussion board in response to student postings. The instructor
sends feedback to the students after every assignment is reviewed. Every other
week, under-acheiving students are contacted by email or telephone to provide
guidance in catching up.

IV. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments
1. Study of grammar and vocabulary requires students to analyze, transform,

contrast, and, in general, apply the principles introduced in each lesson, as
well as recall the vocabulary. The major learning outcome is the
development of language skills sufficient to facilitate the expression of
personal ideas and experiences.

2. Oral exercises provide language practice, such as:
a. Oral reading ofdialogues
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b. Substitution drills
c. Question and answer exercises
d. Interpretation of Spanish phrases and sentences in English.
e. Creation of original dialogues on assigned topics.

3. Online Language Laboratory: 2 hours per week oflistening and speaking
practice are required.

4. Online Workbook: Exercises are written and submitted online.
S. Compositions, which synthesize the knowledge acquired in directed

writing exercises, are submitted online.
6. Compose personal reflections on cultural topics and post them on the

course's electronic discussion board. Read and respond to the postings of
the class.

7. Review Web sites linked to the course site, and post commentary on the
electronic discussion board.

8. Exchange text and voice messages in Spanish with other students in the
course via the Website.

B. Evaluations

1. Oral testing:
a. The student will phone the instructor at an appointed time and speak in

Spanish in response to questions and directions in order to assess the
student's recall of required vocabulary, his or her mastery of
grammatical structures, and his or her pronunciation and intonation;
and for further assessment of these outcomes,

b. The student will make audio recordings of directed responses and
provide them to the instructor as digital files, or the student may leave
directed responses as voicemail.

2. Written testing:
a. Online quizzes and chapter exams to evaluate the student's mastery of

grammar and vocabulary through objective test questions to include
multiple-choice, matching, fill-in, short answer and paragraph
responses,

b. Compositions submitted online to the instructor to demonstrate the
integration ofnewly-acquired vocabulary and grammar with previously
learning, and

c. Face-to-face midterm and final examinations that include sections to
assess proficiencies in speaking, listening comprehension, reading
comprehension, vocabulary recall, grammar application and cultural
knowledge.

C. Evaluation (test and exam) Protocols

Online written quizzes and tests are taken once. Students are under the
code of the honor system to not use reference people or materials during
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testing. After the deadline for completion, the instructor assesses their
work and provides written feedback, a grade and corrected answers online.

Oral quizzes are done by phone or audio files submitted as email
attachments. Grades and written feedback are sent to the student in email.

The face-to-face midterm exam and final exam are administered in a City
College classroom. The midterm exam is taken online in a computer lab
while the instructor proctors it. Corrections and feedback are provided
online. The final exam is taken with paper and pen, and it is kept on file
and may be viewed by the student by appointment with the instructor.

D. Textbooks and instructional materials

An elementary Spanish textbook such as Van Patten, et aI, Plazas, lugar
de encuentros, second edition, copyright 2005 by Thomson and Heinle,
with ancillary materials that include a multi-media online textbook, online
audio files and laboratory manual, online written exercises in an electronic
workbook, and online video that has optional closed-captioning.
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City College of San Francisco
Course Outline

I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

A. Date:

I. Minor revision
B. Department:
C. Course Number
D. Course Title:
E. Prepared by:
F. Department Chair:
G. Dean:

II. COURSE SPECIFICS

A. Hour(s)

B. Unites)
C. Prerequisite(s)

Corequisite(s)
Advisor(y/ies)

D. Course Justification

E. Field Trip(s)
F. Method of Grading
G. Repeatability

for noncredit

Fall 1998

February 2009
Foreign Languages
SPAN IB
Elementary Spanish
Francisco Teixeira
Tom Blair -r-I--~
Bruce Smith~

3 hours and 2 laboratory hours same as
lecture

3
Completion of Spanish IA with a final grade
of C or higher or demonstration of Spanish
IA exit skills
None
Advisories ENGL 93 or 94 or higher or ESL
82 or 160 or any City College or university
foreign language course
Introductory course in Spanish grammar,
with specific attention placed on developing
reading, writing, speaking and listening
skills and knowledge of Hispanic cultures
N/A
Letter, PassINo Pass
N/A

Ill. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Beginner's course in grammar, composition and reading. Practice in speaking and
understanding Spanish.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of these courses students should be able to:

A. Analyze and synthesize the principles of past tense syntax introduced at this
level and compare it to previously learned material

B. Understand and respond to spoken and written Spanish at the elementary level
C. Compose short written communications incorporating the principles of past

and present tense syntax as introduced at this level
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D. Communicate effectively in basic situations using a wider range of
grammatical structures while incorporating accurate pronunciation and
intonation

E. Compare and contrast aspects of Latin American and Spanish Peninsular culture

V.CONTENT

A. Grammatical content:
1. Stem-changing verbs in the simple present and past tenses
2. Expanded idiomatic uses of tener
3. Comparison between ser and estar
4. Reflexive verbs
5. Demonstrative adjectives; using adjectives correctly in comparative and

superlative constructions
6. Introduction to informal imperative constructions

B. Pronunciation
1. Phonetics of consonants and vowels with special attention placed on the

trilled [-rr] and diphthongs within stem-changing verbs
2. Further refinement of the appropriate rhythm, intonation and stress patterns

of the Spanish language

C. Vocabulary themes:
1. Home and furniture; household chores
2. Numbers above 100
3. The human body; health related terminology
4. Food and beverage

D. Culture
1. Cultural readings on Spain
2. Cultural readings on Bolivia, Paraguay and Venezuela

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments:
1. In-class:

a. Study and application of grammar rules
b. Pronunciation improvement exercises
c. Oral reading of dialogues and prose
d. Transformational grammar exercises
e. Question and answer exercises
f. General conversational practice
g. Translation of Spanish phrases and sentences into English
h. Discussion of cultural readings
i. Discussions comparing Spanish peninsular and Hispanic Latin American

cultures
2. Out-of-class

a. Study and application of grammar rules
b. Memorization of vocabulary
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c. Question and answer exercises
d. Creation of original sentences and dialogues on assigned topics
e. Language laboratory listening and speaking exercises
f. Written exercises in workbook
g. Directed compositions that synthesize the knowledge acquired
h. Reading of cultural information

B. Evaluation:
I. Oral testing:

Student will speak in Spanish in response to questions and directions. The
instructor will assess the student's recall of required vocabulary, his/her mastery of
grammatical structures, and hislher pronunciation and intonation

2. Written testing:
a. Printed quizzes and chapter exams to evaluate the student's mastery of

grammar and vocabulary through objective test questions to include multiple
choice, matching, fill-in, short answer and paragraph responses

b. Compositions to demonstrate the integration of newly-acquired vocabulary
and grammar with previous learning

c. Midterm (optional) and comprehensive final examinations that include
sections to assess proficiencies in speaking, listening comprehension, reading
comprehension, vocabulary recall, grammar application and cultural
knowledge

C. Textbooks and other materials
1. Hershberger, Navey-Davis. Borras, A.. Plazas: lugar de encuentros.

Boston: ThomaslHeinle, 2008.
Chapters 4-6

2. Supplementary materials as provided by instructor

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE applicable [meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002 (a)]


