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II. COURSE SPECIFICS

A. Hours: 3 Hours plus 2 Lab Hours, same as lecture
B. Units: 3 Units
C. Advisories: ENGL 93 or 94; or ESL 82 or 160 or placement

in ENGL 96 or ESL 170 or any City College or
university foreign language course·

D. Course Description: Beginner's course in grammar, composition,
reading and culture. Practice in speaking and
understanding Spanish.

E. Field Trips: N/A
F. Method of Grading: Option: letter grade or credit/no credit grades.
G. Repeatability: N/A
H. Mode: Online

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

SPAN 1A-1B. Elementary Spanish (3-3)
Lec-3, lab-2 CRINC avail.
Prereq.: SPAN 18: SPAN 1A OR DEMONSTRATION OF

SPAN 1A EXIT SKILLS
Advise: SPAN 1A: ENGL 96 or higher or any
City College or university foreign language course
Grammar, composition, reading, and culture.
Practice in speaking and understanding Spanish.
CSU/UC/CAN
SPAN 1A-1 B =SPAN 1
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IV. OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:
A. Identify the basic sounds and rhythms of the Spanish language and

reproduce them as accurately as possible.
B. Analyze and synthesize the principles of syntax introduced at this level.
C. Apply these principles when creating new sentences.

V. CONTENT:

A. Spanish 1A
1. Verbs: The three regular conjugations of regular verbs, some

irregular stem-changing and reflexive verbs in the following:
a. Tenses: Present
b. Moods: Indicative
c. Forms: Infinitive

2. Pronouns: Subject, interrogative, position; special usages.
3. Adjectives: Descriptive, possessive, interrogative and

demonstrative: agreement and position.
4. Articles: Definite and indefinite. Agreement with nouns in

gender and number; some special usages.
5. Prepositions: Verbs that require a direct object without a

preposition. Infinitive after a preposition.
6. Sentence structure: Affirmative, negative and interrogative.
7. Pronunciation: Sounds of consonants and vowels, diphthongs,

linking. Division of words into syllables and stress.
8. Intonation: Variations in pitch in affirmative, interrogative and

exclamatory expressions.
9. Vocabulary: All the vocabulary used in the text as well as

supplementary synonyms and related words given by the
instructor. .

10. Geo-cultural Information: All of the Spanish-speaking countries
and the United States are geographically introduced. A few
countries and the United States are studied from an ethnic and
linguistic point of view. Bilingual areas or countries are
identified.

11. Cultural topics are read about and discussed. All up-to-date
elementary texts include readings and photographic essays that
focus on cultural topics in the first semester and beyond. These
cultural sections include such topics as the Hispanic educational
system, family unity and the high priority given to family
responsibilities, houses in the Hispanic world, the vast array of
foods and their regions of origin, the world view of Hispanics as
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embodied in the Spanish language, socio-linguistic perception
of some commonplace aspects of daily life, and others.

12. Cultural readings also present and describe leaders in many
aspects of Hispanic public life: activitists such as Rigoberta
Menchu and Cesar Chavez, entertainers such as Julio and
Enrique Iglesias, traditional and folkloric music and dance,
painters such as Rivera and Kahlo, scientists and health
experts, and politicians.

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments, Online
1. Email responses to textbook and original exercises to the

instructor
2. Read and post on the course's bullletin board
3. Visit and review Websites linked to the course site, and post the

review on the bulletin board.
4. Email compositions to the instructor. Compositions require the

students to synthesize the knowledge acquired in directed
writing.

5. Email messages in Spanish to other students in the course via
the Website.

6. Online Language Laboratory: 2 hours per week required.
7. Online Workbook: exercises to be done online.

Assignments in textbook
1. Oral and/or written exercises which require that students

analyze, transform, contrast, and, in general, apply the
principles introduced in each lesson. Also,

a. Oral reading of dialogues
b. Substitution drills
c. Question and answer exercises
e. Give t~e Spanish equivalent of phrases and sentences in

English.

8. Evaluation

1. Oral testing: (a) student will phone the instructor at an appointed
time and converse in Spanish in order to respond to directed
questions and directions; or (b) the student will have to make an
audio recording of their responses and provide it to the instructor.

. 2. Written testing: (a) online quizzes, (b) compositions emailed to the
instructor, (c) student to student emails of directed message writing
in Spanish, and (d) face to face midterm and final examinations in a
classroom setting.
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C. Textbooks and other instructional materials

An elementary Spanish textbook and ancillary materials such as
Knorr, et ai, Puntos de partida: an Invitation to Spanish, McGraw
Hill, sixth edition, textbook, online laboratory manual, and online
workbook

Note: Spanish 1A covers the Preliminary Chapter to Chapter 4
when taught with Puntos de partida, 6a. edici6n.

VII. TITLE V CLASSIFICATION

Credit/Degree applicable [meets all the standards of Title V, Section
55002 (a)J.
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TECHNOLOGY MEDIATED COURSE PROPOSAL
Informational Addendum

Department:
Course No.
Course Title:
Preparer/Chair:
Phone:
Delivery mode:

Foreign Language
SPAN 1A
Elementary Spanish
Edward Staring/Jacquelyn Green
Stering, 5053
Online, 3 classroom sessions

Questions:
1. How is this course (Spanish 1A) particularly suited to being offered
online?

Proficiency and later fluency in Spanish is developed by repeated practice
that builds and strengthens language skills. Technology has the tools tq
be a tireless facilitator of such practice. Online skill-building activities
include (1) learning new vocabulary with a managed flash-card activity,
(2) applying newly learned vocabulary to complete sentences made up of
prior vocabulary, where the sentence content is representative of the
cultures of Spanish-speaking countries, (3) providing links to brief
readings which show the vocabulary in a contextual and situational
environment. In other words, the student learns using a tool that helps
with practice, with depth of understanding, and with relevance to the target
cultures. One could substitute verb tenses for vocabulary in the above

~ comments and make a similar argument for the role of technology in the
acquisition of Spanish.

2. How does this course help meet the goals of the (a) college, (b)
department, (c) program?

\Nhereas City College has resolved to provide more distance learning
opportunities for students, this course should be seen as the first Spanish
course to venture online: a step towards fulfilling the college's vision.

Following the successful introduction of online courses in Chines.e, French
and Italian, the department is well served by the development of an online
course in Spanish. Because Spanish has the largest total enrollment
when compared with the other languages, it is important to extend the
online courses to include these students.

The Spanish program has an extremely diverse student population. Many
of these students are working people and people who are busy with their
families and other obligations. A distance learning program can better
serve this population.

Many students in the Spanish program have already studied Spanish in
high school and/or in other educational settings. Due to an array of
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reasons, a great number of these students are not proficient enough to
. take the second semester of Spanish, Spanish 2. The thorough
instruction of content online can help refresh the Spanish acquired in high
school, as well as restore and develop Spanish proficiency. The self
paced lessons and the relational structure of an online course will provide
them with the most efficient way to integrate what they recall with what
they need to learn in order to be ready for Spanish2. Furthermore, one
can make the case that students who are in a traditional classroom
listening to explanations they have heard before in high school will
experience difficulty in concentration, and perhaps motivation, also.
These same students could benefit greatly by taking some control over
what they study aFld practice. While frequent individual feedback informs
them about the depth of their proficiency, it also motivates them to work
for more and more command of Spanish language skills.

3. What methods of delivery will be used to offer this course?
The Internet, and other methods such as: CD-ROM of text, the textbook,
and three face-to-face class meetings: orientation, midterm exam, and
final exam.

4. What methods will be used. to communicate between instructor and
students?

Website, email, telephone, and paper handouts

5. How many hours are students expected to use the specified
technology?

9 hours per week for this 3-unit course

6. How will instructor and student contact be maintained, including the
frequency of contact?

The instructor will use updated announcements on the home page of the
course to inform or remind students of course events and deadlines. The
students will be required to email the instructor regularly and effectively
with comments regarding their progress and questions. The students will
also be required to read and post on a bulletin board site.

7. What methods will be used to assess student competency in this
course?

Online quizzes and compositions, bulletin board postings, telephone calls
or audio tape recordings for assessing spoken Spanish, midterm exam
and final exam in a face-to-face classroom setting.

8. What are the major assignments, papers and examinations?
• Major assignments: (a) email responses to textbook and original

exercises to the instructor, (b) Read and post on the course's builletin
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."

board, (c) Visit and review Websites linked to the course site, and post the
review on the bulletin board.

n;-:h.~ __ ~Pap~rs: (a) email compositions to the instructor; (b) email messages to
. ," other studeotsin the course via the Website.

~ Examinations: (a) online quizzes; (b) telephone or recorded responses to
- directed questions provided to the instructor; (c) face-to-face midterm and
final exams in a classroom setting. ;)

9. What, are the protocols for administering tests and examinations? 
--Oral testing: (a) student will phone the instructor at an appointed time and
conver~e_in_Spanish in order to respond to directed. que~tion.s and
directions;' (b) or the student will have to make an a~di9 recording of their
responses and provide it to the instructor.

Written testing: (a) online quizzes, (b) compositions emailed to the
instructor, (c) face-to-face midterm and final examinationsin a cla.ssroom
setting. ' .

10. What is the planned enrollment cap for this course?
Same as lecture: 35
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