
City College of San Francisco
Course Outline of Record

I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION
A. Date
B. Department
C. Course Number
D. Course Title
E. Course Outline Preparer
F. Department Chairperson
G. Dean

II. COURSE SPECIFICS
A. Hours

B. Units
C. Prerequisites

Corequisites
Advisories

D. Course Justification

E. Field Trips
F. Method of Grading
G. Repeatability

August 2014
Foreign Languages
SPAN 1
Elementary Spanish
Veronica Feliu
Carol Reitan

-f----......:;;...~~~--::::a.,------

Jeffrey Lamb_~~v--#::l~ _

Lecture - 5 87. total)
Laboratory - 2 (35 total)
5
None
None
English 93 or 94 or ESL 160 or 82 or
Placement in English 96 or ESL 170 or any
City College or university foreign language
course
Introductory course in Spanish grammar
with specific attention placed on developing
reading, writing, speaking and listening
skills, and knowledge of Hispanic cultures.
Transfer to UC/CSU.
No
Letter, PassINo Pass
o

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Beginner's course. Grammar, composition, and reading. Practice in speaking and
understanding Spanish.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:
A. Analyze and synthesize the principles of syntax introduced at this level.
B. Demonstrate understanding of and respond to spoken and written Spanish at the

elementary level.
C. Compose short written communications incorporating the principles of past and

present tense syntax as introduced at this level.
D. Communicate effectively in basic situations using a range of grammatical

structures while incorporating accurate pronunciation and intonation.
E. Compare and contrast aspects of Latin American and Spanish Peninsular cultures.

v. CONTENT
A. Grammatical content:

1. Conjugation of [-ar] , [-er], [-ir] regular verbs in the present indicative
tense
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2. Idiomatic uses of tener
3. The verb gustar
4. Agreement and position of descriptive adjectives
5. Definite and indefinite articles in their masculine/feminine and

singular/plural forms
6. Structure of declarative, negative and interrogative sentences
7. Stem-changing and irregular verbs in the simple present
8. Comparison between ser and estar
9. The use of estar and the present progressive
10. Verb ir and ir a
11. Verbs saber and conocer and the use of the personal a
12. Reflexive pronouns and present tense of reflexive verbs
13. Regular and stem-changing past tense verbs
14. Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns
15. Use of the comparative and superlative constructions
16. Affirmative tu commands

B. Pronunciation:
1. Phonetics of consonants and vowels with special attention placed on the

trilled [-IT] and diphthongs within stem-changing verbs
2. Further refinement of the appropriate rhythm, intonation and stress

patterns of the Spanish language
C. Vocabulary themes:

1. Greetings, salutation, introductions and farewells
2. Numbers from 0-100; 100 and above, and the colors
3. The classroom, academic campus and academic courses and foreign

languages
4. Time, date, the calendar, days of the week and months
5. The weather and the seasons
6. Members of the family, familial relationships and nationalities
7. Leisure-time activities and sports, and places in and around town
8. Home and furniture; household chores
9. The human body; health related terminology
10. Food, beverages, and table utensils. Dining out. Weights and measures

D. Culture
1. Introduction to the Spanish speaking presence in the world
2. Latino culture in the United States
3. Cultural readings on Mexico, Colombia, Spain, Bolivia, Paraguay and

Venezuela
4. Basic exposure to the music, nature highlights, basic politics and most

important artists of the countries presented

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class assignments:
a. Study and application of grammar rules as listed above
b. Pronunciation improvement exercises
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c. Oral reading of dialogues and prose
d. Transformational grammar exercises
e. Question and answer exercises
f. General conversational practice
g. Discussion of cultural notes on topics such as the difference between the

education system in Spanish speaking countries and the education system
ofthe student's country oforigin

h. Audio exposure to songs and dialogues in Spanish
1. Discussion comparing some of the vernacular uses of the peninsular

Spanish and the Spanish spoken in Latin America such as the use ofthe
"vosotros " form in Spain vs. "ustedes" in Latin America, and some
localisms such as "vos " in Central and South America, or the
pronunciation of "II" in Argentina, as well as preferences in food, clothes
or courtesy manners in the different countries.

j. Language laboratory listening and speaking exercises
2. Out-of-class assignments

a. Study and application of grammar rules
b. Memorization of vocabulary
c. Question and answer exercises
d. Creation of original sentences and dialogues on assigned topics
e. Written exercises in workbook
f. Directed compositions that synthesize the acquired knowledge (students

may be asked to write an email message to a prospective roommate)
g. Reading of cultural information (see above)

B. Evaluation
1. Class performance: including participation and preparation
2. Oral assignments to assess the student's recall of required vocabulary, mastery

of grammatical structures, pronunciation and intonation
3. Printed quizzes and chapter exams to evaluate the student's mastery of

grammar and vocabulary through objective test questions that include
listening comprehension, multiple choice, matching, fill-in, short answers and
paragraph responses

4. Compositions to demonstrate the integration of newly acquired grammar and
vocabulary with previously learned material

5. Comprehensive written final examination that includes sections to assess
proficiencies in listening comprehension, reading comprehension, vocabulary
recall, grammar application and cultural knowledge

C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials
Hershberger, Navey-Davis, Borras, A. Plazas: lugar de encuentros. Fourth
Edition. Boston: Heinle/Cengage, 2012 (Textbook and Workbook online:
iLm).
Preliminary Chapter through Chapter 6

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a))
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