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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Approval Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer( s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

February 2014 
Behavioral Sciences 
SOC 25 
Sex and Gender in American Society 
Tricia Murajda; Stephanie Zone 

l~Lt'1j /.J!.-

Raymond . Gamba 

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
None 
This CSU/UC transferable course fulfills 
general education (Areas D and H) and is an 
elective that students can take to earn the 
AA-T in Sociology. It is designed to give 
students opportunity to explore and analyze 
the ways in which sex and gender shape 
one's sense of self and interactions with 
others and to increase self awareness of sex
and gender-related assumptions, all of which 
is beneficial in contemporary society. 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

This course explores historical and systemic (institutional) sex- and gender-based 
inequalities in the US and abroad. Emphasis on differences between sex, gender, and 
sexual orientation/expression from multiple sociological perspectives, the contemporary 
status of American women, and the strategies, policies, and laws necessary to eliminate 
seXIsm. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion ofthis course a student will be able to: 

A. Define the term "socialization process" and critically examine how gender roles 
are inculcated during this process. 

B. Identify and assess the major social institutions which affect gender roles, such as 
fue media, religion, education and the family, and evaluate how each affects the 
positions of both women and men in American society. 
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C. Describe and evaluate historical and systemic (institutional) sex and gender based 
inequalities. 

D. Distinguish between sociological perspectives on sex, gender, and sexual 
orientation/expression. 

E. IdentifY and integrate various sociological concepts and models in the evaluation 
of gender in society. 

F. Apply knowledge and make connections between concepts and sociological 
theories relating to gender to current events and policies. 

V.CONTENTS 
A. Introduction 

1. The differences between sex and gender and sexual orientation 
a. Sociological terminology 
b. Cultnral representations and understandings 

2. An introduction to the current trends and contentions in the field 
B. Socialization 

1. Theories of how we learn gender roles through various social institutions 
a. Examination of social institutions 
b. Examination of laws historically 

2. Gender roles as they intersect with race, ethnicity, religious background 
C. Gender Roles in Western cultnre 

1. Brief history of gender 
2. Gender roles mother cUltnres 

a. Comparative study of gender roles within and across cultures 
b. The role of institutions (such as religion, education, media) in shaping 

roles expectations across cultnres 
D. Politics and the Body 

1. Reproductive Rights 
2. Regulation and disciplining of bodies in various cultnral contexts 

a. Historical case examples of reproductive rights infringements 
b. The body in the context of incarceration 

E. Class and Gender 
1. First World Feminism in global context 

a. Complications within First World gender based organizing 
b. Intersection ofIdentities within social movements based on gender 

2. Historical case examples of the complications of sex, gender, and orientation 
identities in the context of socioeconomic status 

F. Orientation and Gender 
1. Identity politics 

a. Fragmentation within movements based around sexual politics 
b. Legal and governmental interaction with sex and gender based movements 

2. Radical Sexual politics 
G. Economy 

1. Women and global economy 
a. Wage gaps 
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b. Differences between 1st, 2nd, and 3rd world women's experiences ofthe 
economy and economic opportunity 

2. Human trafficking 
H. Feminism 

1. What is feminism? 
a. Current feminism movements compared to earlier movement 
b. Contestation of who makes claims to speak on behalf of feminists or as 

feminists 
2. The future of feminism 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Small and large group discussions on topics such as cultural representation 

based on race, sex, and gender 
b. Exercises, activities, or debates that require application of course material 

and critical thinking on current social issues such as protections under the 
law for minority communities in the context of 1 st Amendment Rights and 
inclusion and exclusionary practices in feminist movements as they relate 
to the topics of sex, gender, and orientation 

2. Out-of-class assignments 
a. Reading the required textbook 
b. PreparatIOn as needed for any m-class assIgnments, such as debates 
c. Writing two reaction papers on such topics as how gender roles compare 

within and across cultures and historical case examples of reproductive 
rights infringements 

d. Writing a 7-8 page term paper addressing gender-based issues on such 
topics as cultural representations, masculinities and femininities, or 
identity in the society. Research can be secondary (using existing sources) 
or students may generate their own research data/information through 
interviews or by opting to volunteer with an existing organization. 

B. Evaluation 
1. Two quizzes consisting of both multiple choice and essay questions on such 

topics as sociological terminology, the major theoretical explanations for 
gender role socialization, and current feminism movements compared to past 
feminism movement 

2. A midterm examination and final examination consisting of multiple choice 
and essay questions on such topics as class and gender, the economy and 
economic opportunity, and impact of major social institutions on gender roles 

3. Reaction papers as described above 
4. The term paper which requires application of course concepts and theories as 

described above 
C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 

1. Grewal and Kaplan, An Introduction to Women's Studies: Gender in a 
Transnational World, 2nd edition, 2006, McGraw-Hill. 

2. Kimmel, Gendered Society, 5th edition, 2013, Oxford University Press. 
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3. Instructor-generated materials 
a. Journal articles such as "Educating the Gendered Citizen: Sociological 

Engagements with National and Global Agendas" from Contemporary 
Sociology and "Gender: An Intersectionality Perspective" from Sex Roles: 
A Journal of Research 

b. Articles from popular media on such topics as women in the Fortune 500 
and gendered language in TV toy commercials 

c. Video presentations such as "How the Media Failed Women in 2013," 
"Gender Rebel," and "Missrepresentation" 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 

CCSF, Behavioral Sciences, SOC 25, Sex and Gender in American Society, February 2014, Page 4 of 4 


