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D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer 
F. Department Chairperson 
G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 
E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION 

September 2013 
Foreign Languages 
Russian 41 
Russian Culture and Civilization 

Krista H~s~n .' F II /J ~---"/ -., 
CarolRelta ~ I7<K~ 
Jeffrey Lamb ~ '/~ 

3 lecture (52.5 hours total) 
3 units 
No knowledge of Russian required 
None 
Placement in ENGL lA 
Standard foundation course for transfer. 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

A consideration of the major achievements of Russian culture as reflected in language, 
history, literature, the arts, philosophy, religion and daily life. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Characterize the areas in which Russian cultural norms diverge from those 
familiar to the student and where they overlap, and formulate hislher view of the 
contributing factors. 

B. Identify the seminal cultural monuments and achievements by Russians in visual 
arts, literature, music, architecture, cinema and dance and place them in the 
context of events and cultural movements in Western Europe. 

C. Articulate his/her understanding of Russia's historical, cultural, religious and 
political position between western Europe and peoples to the east and south-east. 

D. Identify major events and influential political figures in Russian history, relating 
them to larger political and cultural movements occurring bofu in Russia and 
Western Europe. 

V.CONTENT 
A. Influence of geography on culture 

1. Russia's prehistory and history from Kievan period to today 
2. Analysis of influence of historical events and such as the Mongol, Napoleonic 

and Nazi invasions and the Time of Troubles (1598-1613) and of geography 
on political structure and Russia's interactions with foreign countries 
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B. Importance and cultural effects of forced westernization under Peter the Great and 
influence of European cultural, political, literary and artistic movements on 
Russia: 
1. Enlightenment and classicism 
2. Romanticism 
3. Populism and Realism 
4. Symbolism, Art Nouveau, Modernism 
5. Marxism 
6. Avant-garde 
7. Constructivism, Bolshevism and Socialist Realism 
8. Post-Modernism 

C. The influence of the above topics on literature, visual arts, music, architecture, 
dance, folklore, entertainment, cinema, language, religion and iconography, for 
example: 
1. Neo-classical architecture in St. Petersburg, Catherine the Great's 

Enlightenment-influenced law code and Russian 18th-century literature 
mimicking French classical literary gemes 

2. Romanticism and 19th-century Russian decorative motifs in architecture, 
Gogol's Russian and Ulaainian stories, the Russian subject matter in the 
Wanderers' paintings and Mussorgsky's music, the popularity of folk art and 
folklore collection, the Slavophiles' and Westernizers' interest in Russian 
identity 

3. Avant-garde rejection of the status quo as seen in experiments in social living 
arrangements, Constructivism, Suprematism, Bolshevism, Taylorism, the 
films of Eisenstein, Vertov and Kuleshov, the theatrical experiments of 
Meyerhold, and the fiction of the 1920s 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assigmnents: 
a. Discussion of study questions prepared in advance based on reading of 

texts by writers such as Figes and including reference to topics such as the 
influence on culture of geography, historical events, political, literary and 
artistic movements. 

b. Viewing and discussion of feature or documentary films such as Andrei 
Rublev or The Birth of Soviet Cinema and of presentations of visual 
material such as slides of 20th-century Constructivist architecture in 
Moscow. 

c. Short presentation of topic researched by student and relating to some 
aspect of Russian culture, such as Populist social theorizing based on the 
peasant commune. 

2. Out-of-class assignments: 
a. Reading of texts and preparation of study questions based on reading of 

writers such as Figes. 
b. Research of topic to be presented in class, chosen from a list provided by 

the instructor, such as Alexander Radishchev's Journey from St. 
Petersburg to Moscow (1790). 
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B. Evaluation 
1. Classroom performance: participation, preparation of study questions on 

reading and contributions to class discussions on such reading or material 
presented in class 

2. Oral presentation on research topic relating to Russian culture, such as 
architecture 

3. Midterm examination on topics such as the importance and cultural effects of 
forced westernization under Peter the Great and influence of European 
cultural, political, literary and artistic movements on Russia: 

4. Comprehensive final examination on topics such as the influence on culture of 
geography, historical events, political, literary and artistic movements 

C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 
I. Figes, Orlando, Natasha 's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia, New York: 

Picador Publishing, 2003. 
2. Nicholas Riasanovsky, A History of Russia, New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2010. 
3. A reader containing maps, excerpts from or entire literary texts, opera 

librettos, historical documents and articles on subjects addressed in the course 
such as folklore or Russia's experience in the Second World War 

4. Recordings on DVDs, CDs or the internet of music, dance, film or cultural 
commentary 

5. Slide shows of visual art and architecture 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICA nON 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)) 
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