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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date of Approval 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer 
F. Department Chairperson 
G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 

B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

October 2013 
Foreign Languages 
RUSS 21 
Elementary Russian for Bilingual Students 
Krista Hanson 7" j1 /)-.-,/ 
Carol Reitan ~t!L~ , ~~ 
Jeffrey Lamb_~~tJ~n~~--

Lecture - 5 (87.5 total) 

5 
Oral fluency in Russian 
None 
Not open to students who are enrolled in or 
who have completed RUSS I 
Standard foundation course for transfer. 
Core course for Certificate of 
Accomplishment in Russian. 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

Beginner's course for bilingual students. Elementary grammar, compositions, and reading; 
special emphasis on the written aspect of the language. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 
A. Comprehend written Russian at an elementary level. 
B. Compose sentences, paragraphs, and simple compositions in the Cyrillic alphabet, 

incorporating the vocabulary and grammatical material introduced in the course. 
C. Manage simple written transactional situations, such as responding to media ads 

and writing letters and invitations. 
D. Articulate knowledge of aspects of everyday Russian culture and cultural-linguistic 

norms and physical space. 

V.CONTENT 
A. Russian alphabet and sound system - reading and writing Cyrillic: print, italic, and 

cursIve 
1. Hard, soft, voiced, devoiced consonants, stress, vowel reduction, and consonant 

assimilation 
2. Stress and vowel reduction 
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B. Nouns 
1. Grammatical gender and number 
2. Gender and Russian first names, patronymics, surname, and nicknames 
3. Hard and soft endings 
4. Nominative, prepositional, accusative cases and their uses 
5. Forming the nominative, prepositional and accusative plural 
6. 7-letter, 5-letter and 8-letter spelling rules 

C. Modifiers 
1. Adjectives, possessive, demonstrative, and interrogative pronouns 
2. Possessive and demonstrative pronouns in nominative, prepositional and 

accusative cases 
3. Interrogative pronouns in nominative, prepositional and accusative cases 
4. Chto vs. kakoj 
5. Short adjectives 

D. Personal pronouns in nominative, prepositional, accusative cases 
I. Formal vs. informal speech situations 
2. Possessive pronouns in nominative, prepositional, accusative cases 

E. Prepositions 
I. Prepositions v, na followed by the prepositional case to express location 
2. Prepositions v, na followed by the accusative case with motion in a certain 

direction, days of the week and telling time 
3. Preposition u plus jest· to express possession 

F. Verbs 
I. Formal vs. informal speech situations 
2. Ist- and 2nd-conjugation in present tense indicative: the infinitive vs. the 

conjugation stem 
3. Past tense (imperfective only) 
4. The verb jest· to express possession and existence 
5. Negation, absence and non-existence with net 
6. Formation ofreflexive verbs in -sja and -s' in present and past tenses 
7. Introduction to verbs of motion 
8. Irregular verb "to want" 

G. Adverbs 
I. Parts of the day 
2. Adverbs expressing language skills 
3. Tozhe vs. takzhe 
4. Expressing location or direction with "where" 

H. Cultural topics 
1. Elementary idioms of everyday life 
2. Introductions/greetings 
3. Clothing 
4. Newspaper and media ads 
5. Russian names and patronymics 
6. Ethnic and national backgrounds, nationalities in Russia, Russian geography 
7. Schedules and daily activities 
8. Phone conversations 
9. Letters and invitations 
10. Conversations about the home and dacha 
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11. Daily activities and the Russian workday 
l. Ordinal and cardinal numbers 0-999 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Study and application of grammar rules such as expressing location or 

direction with "where" 
b. Question and answer exercises on topics such as negation, absence and non-

existence with net 
c. Oral reading of dialob'Ues, prose, poetry and song lyrics 
d. Writing and exchange of notes with other students 
e. Interpretation of Russian phrases and sentences in English 
f. English-Russian translation exercises 
g. Work with texts for reading comprehension 
h. Discussion of cultural readings on topics such as origins of Russian nanles 
1. Sentence transformation and completion exercises on grammatical topics 

such as attributive and short-form adjectives 
j. Language laboratory manual listening and writing practice 

2. Out-of-c1ass assignments 
a. Study and application of grammar rules such as the use of possessive 

pronouns in nominative, prepositional, and accusative cases through 
written exercises in workbook and handouts 

b. Memorization of vocabulary 
c. Question and answer exercises on grammatical topics such as possessive 

and interrogative pronouns in nominative, prepositional and accusative 
cases 

d. Language laboratory manual listening and writing practice 
e. Written exercises in workbook and on handouts 
f. Readings of cultural information on topics such as newspaper and media 

ads 
g. Directed compositions that synthesize the grammatical, lexical and cultural 

topics covered 
B. Evaluation 

1. Printed quizzes and chapter tests to evaluate the student's mastery of grammar 
topics such as such as the use of the nominative, prepositional and accusative 
cases and vocabulary through objective test questions to include multiple
choice, matching, fill-in, short answer and paragraph responses 

2. Comprehensive final examination that includes sections to assess proficiencies 
in listening and reading comprehension, vocabulary recall, grammar application 
and cultural knowledge 

C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 
Kagan, 0., Russian/or Russians, Slavica: Bloomington, IN, 2002. 
Russian 21 covers chapters 1-4 

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)) 
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