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III. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION
Second semester course: Continuation of elementary grammar; composition and
reading; continued practice in conversation. CSU/UC

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:
A. Understand spoken and written Russian at an elementary level, incorporating

familiarity with all noun cases and verbal aspect.
B. Speak with grammatical and intonational accuracy and intelligible pronunciation,

using all noun cases and an elementary knowledge of verbal aspect.
C. Compose letters, e-mailsandshortcompositionsaboutone.sbiography. daily life

and schedule incorporating vocabulary and grammar introduced at this level.
D. Manage simple transactional situations, such as making and responding to

invitations, reading want ads, making simple purchases, planning to cook a meal
and ordering food in a restaurant.

E. Articulate knowledge of aspects of everyday Russian culture, history, geography,
cultural-linguistic norms and physical space as presented in this course.
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V. CONTENT
A. Nouns

1. Genitive, accusative (animate of masculine singular and plural), dative and
instrumental cases and their uses
a. Genitive with possession (u + jest '), nonexistence and absence (net),

attribution, specifying quantity, location at someone's house (u kogo),
comparatives, numerals (2, 3, 4 + gen. sg.; 5-20 + gen. pI.)

b. Dative with age expressions, indirect objects, the preposition po, necessity
and possibility (nuzhno, nado, mozhno), subjectless expressions (nel 'zja,

nevozmozhno, trudno, legko), the verb nravit'sja
c. Instrumental with s

2. Special topics
a. Use in accusative case of genitive and nominative forms (animate vs.

inanimate in masc. sg. and all pI. nouns)
b. Genitive plural of nouns

B. Modifiers
1. Stem- and end-stressed adjectives in genitive, dative and instrumental cases
2. Soft adjectives in genitive, dative and instrumental cases
3. Short-form predicate adjective pokhozh and its uses
4. Possessive and demonstrative pronouns in genitive, dative and instrumental

cases
5. Interrogative pronouns in genitive, dative and instrumental cases

C. Personal pronouns in genitive, dative, and instrumental cases
D. Prepositions

1. Prepositions u, po, s, ot
2. Expressing relative geographical location (na + compass point ot)

E. Verbs
1. Past tense of byt', jest', net, rodit'sja, and vyrasti
2. The verbs khotet', jest " pit'
3. Verbs of position stojat', viset', lezhat'
4. The verb zvat ' in telling someone's name
5. Past tense of verbs of motion khodit', pojti, jezdit ', poekhat ': usage and

meaning
60 Verbs of liking: nravit'sja vs. ljubit ': usage and meaning
7. Verbs in -ovat' : sovetovat'
8. Future tense of imperfective verbs
9. Introduction to verbal aspect: imperfective and perfective verbs and

distinction from verbal tense, Past and future tense of perfective verbs
10. Present tense in "have been doing" constructions
11. Verbs expressing entering and graduating from school

r. Adverbs
10 Expressing necessity and possibility (nuzhno, nado, mozhno)
2. Subjectless expressions (nel 'zja, nevozmozhno, trudno, legko)
3. Time expressions (v kakom godu, cherez, nazad)

G. Cultural topics
1. Forms of address
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2. Changes in daily life, culture, and environment during and after the Soviet
period

3. Russian families, their living conditions, housing and geography
4. Presents and gift-giving
5. Teachers vs. professors, office work
6. The Russian educational system and higher education
7. Making purchases in stores of different types: the Russian system of selection

and payment
8. The metric system: clothing, food, fuel
9. Purchasing/ordering food in grocery stores, restaurants, cafes, and cafeterias
10. Contemporary Russian writers and political figures

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class assignments
a. Study and application of grammar rules, such as use of instrumental with s
b. Pronunciation exercises, for example, voiced and devoiced consonants
c. Oral reading of dialogues, prose, poetry and song lyrics
d. Language laboratory manual listening, speaking and writing practice
e. Question and answer exercises on grammatical topics such as use of verbs

of liking nravit'sja vs. ljubit '
f. Conversational practice in pairs and groups, such as student-to-student

interviews
g. Interpretation of Russian phrases and sentences in English
h. English-Russian translation exercises
1. Work with texts for reading and listening comprehension, including video

materials
j. Discussion of cultural readings, on topics such as presents and gift-giving

2. Out-of-class assignments
a. Study and application of grammar rules, such as the past and future tense

of perfective and imperfective verbs
b. Memorization of vocabulary
c. Question and answer exercises
d. Written exercises in workbook and on handouts
e. Directed compositions that synthesize the knowledge acquired, such as

biographical descriptions
f. Readings of cultural information on topics such as the metric system:

clothing and food
B. Evaluation

1. Oral testing
a. Students will answer questions in written or oral form about a listening or

reading text or perform an action based on directions given. The instructor
will assess student recall of required vocabulary, mastery of grammatical
structures, such as the going verbs of motion khodit " pojti, jezdit "
poekhat', pronunciation and intonation.
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b. Students will engage in role-playing of simple transactional situations,
such as purchasing/ordering food in grocery stores, restaurants and cafes

2. Written testing
a. Printed quizzes and chapter tests on topics such as the use of the dative

with age expressions, testing students' mastery of grammar and
vocabulary. Tests will include multiple-choice, matching, fill-in, short
answer and paragraph responses.

b. Students will compose communications, such as letters and e-mails,
incorporating the principles of verbal aspect as introduced at this level.

c. Comprehensive final examination including sections to assess
proficiencies in listening and reading comprehension, vocabulary recall,
grammar application and cultural knowledge, such as the Russian
educational system and higher education

C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials
1. Robin, Richard et al. Golosa, 5th. ed., Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson,

2012" Chapters 6 through 10
2. Supplementary Materials

Publisher's audio and vid.eo materials, CDs and DVDs of songs, cartoons, and
films SlICh as lronija sud'by, maps, slides, and photographs of Russia and
Russians

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a))
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