
I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date of Approval 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer 

City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline of Record 

April 2013 
Foreign Languages 
RUSS IDA 
Beginning Practical Spoken Russian 
Krista Hanson --, -1}~ '_ 

F. Department Chairperson 
G. Dean 

Thomas Blair L..--"!" ----
Bob Davis ~ ____ .--~---;n-~7"'. c-~----

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 

B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

3 Weekly Lecture (52.5 total) 
2 Weeldy Laboratory hours (35 total) 
3 
None 
None 
None 

D. Course Justification 
E. Field Trips 

Course for students to practice oral skills 
No 

F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION 

Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

Beginner's course. Extensive oral training in Russian. Emphasis on practical vocabulary and 
idiom rather than on formal grammar. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 
A. Understand spoken and written Russian at an elementary level. 
B. Speak with grammatical and intonational accuracy and intelligible pronunciation. 
C. Manage simple transactional situations, such as introductions, giving and asking for 

information, expressing likes and dislikes, ordering food in a cafe, reading signs. 
D. Articulate knowledge of aspects of everyday Russian culture and cultural-linguistic 

norms and physical space. 

V. CONTENT 
A. Russian alphabet and sound system - reading and writing Cyrillic 

I. Hard, soft, voiced, devoiced consonants, stress, vowel reduction, and consonant 
assimilation 

2. The linle between intonation patterns, syntax and the meaning of the utterance 
B. Nouns 

I. Grammatical gender and number 
2. Gender and Russian first names, patronymics, surname, and nicknames 
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3. Hard and soft endings 
4. Nominative, accusative and genitive cases and their uses 
5. Formation of the plural: nominative and inanimate accusative 
6. Special categories 

a. Feminine nouns in -C' (Feminine II) 
b. Indeclinable nouns 

C. Modifiers 
D. Personal pronouns in nominative and accusative cases 
E. Prepositions 

1. Prepositions u plus jest' followed by the genitive case to express possession 
2. Prepositions bez,dlja, do, iz, okolo, blizko ((ne)daleko), naprotiv, posle followed by 

the genitive in describing location 
F. Demonstratives and question words Deto, chto 
G. Verbs 

1. Disuse of verb "to be" in present tense 
2. Formal vs. informal speech situations 
3. Forms and recognition of 1 "- and 2nd-conjugation verbs in present tense indicative: 

the infinitive vs. the conjugation stem 
4. The verb ljubit' plus accusative or infinitive 
5. The verbjest'to express existence 

H. Adverbs 
1. Adverbs expressing motion: blizko, daleko, nedaleko, napravo, nalevo, prjamo 
2. Adverbs xorosho, ploxo, prosto, tixo, gromko 
3. Expression oflocation or direction with "where" 

I. Cultural topics 
1. Elementary idioms of everyday life 
2. Formulaic expressions for greetings, polite conversation, goodbyes 
3. Basic biographical and autobiographical information 
4. Reading signs 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments: 
a. Study and application of grammar rules, such as the disuse of verb "to be" in 

present tense. 
b. Pronunciation exercises of Russian words and phrases. 
c. Performance of memorized dialogues from textbook. 
d. Listening to and analyzing Russian in songs and videos. 
e. Conversational practice in pairs and groups with props such as newspapers or 

theater tickets based on dialogues mastered. 
f. Question and answer exercises on grammatical topics such as the genitive case. 
g. Interpretation of Russian phrases and sentences in English. 
h. English-Russian translation exercises. 
\. Work with texts for reading and listening comprehension, including video 

materials. 
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2. Out-of-class assignments: 
a. Study and application of grammar rules. 
b. Memorization of vocabulary and dialogues. 
c. Question and answer exercises on grammar, vocabulary and cultural topics such 

as formulaic expressions for greetings. 
d. Language laboratory manual listening and speaking practice. 
e. Written exercises in workbook and on handouts. 
f. Preparation of directed simple compositions that synthesize the knowledge 

acquired. 
g. Readings of cultural information, such as common signs. 

B. Evaluation 
1. Oral testing: 

a. The student will speak in Russian in response to questions and directions, and the 
instructor will assess the student's recall ofrequired vocabulary, such as relating 
to biographical and autobiographical information; mastery of grammatical 
structures, such as grammatical gender, number, and case; pronunciation, such as 
vowel reduction and hard and soft consonants; and intonation responses. 

b. Final examination including individual role-playing with instructor and 
performance of familiar dialogue situations, based on dialogues studied and 
vocabulary and grammar covered. 

2. Written testing: 
a. Short printed quizzes to evaluate the student's mastery of grammar and 

vocabulary, and cultural knowledge such as formulaic greetings through objective 
test questions to matching, fill-in and short answer responses. 

b. Final exam section evaluating the functions studied. 
C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 

1. Ukiah, Nick, Take Off in Russian, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. 
Russian lOA covers chapters Introduction through 3.3 

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a» 
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