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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
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C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer( s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

February 2015 
Behavioral Sciences 
PSYC4 
Forensic Psychology 
Jill Vee 

Lectnre: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
PSYC 1; ENGL 92 or ESL 82 or 160 or 
placement in ENGL 93 or 94; or ESL 170 
Forensic psychology is one of the fastest 
growing sub-specialties in psychology. 
Psychologists as researchers, practitioners, 
expelt witnesses and consultants are having 
increasing influence on the legal system. 
Research in every sub-field of psychology is 
relevant to legal decision making and 
promoting justice. Psychological theories 
can deepen understanding of the key 
participants in the legal system (e.g., 
criminals, policy makers, victims, witnesses, 
judges and jurors) and basic psychological 
processes (e.g., false confessions, eye 
witness reliability, insanity, predicting 
violence) in the legal system. 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

Explore aspects of the legal system studied by psychologists. Emphasis on research and 
theories in psychology to understand key participants in the legal system (e.g., criminals, 
police, victims, witnesses), examine legal controversies (e.g. race and justice, death 
penalty, insanity defense, proflling and eyewitness identification) which can affect legal 
outcomes. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a stndent will be able to: 
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A. Critically analyze the American legal system and court decisions. 
B. Consider how psychologists influence the legal process through research, expert 

testimony, and as consultants and practitioners. 
C. Compare and contrast the methods and goals of psychoJgoy and the legal system. 
D. Examine, describe, and evaluate psychological research, theory, practice, and 

methodology as it is applied to a legal issue. 
E. Examine and analyze landmark comi decisions, such as U.S. v. Hinckley (1982) 

and Harris v. Forklift Systems, Inc. (1993) and the underlying assmnptions about 
behavior. 

F. Objectively analyze the opposing argmnents of psycholegal issues. 

V. CONTENTS 
A. Psychology and the law 

1. The American legal system: issues, structure, and players 
a. The importance oflaws 
b. Somces oflaw 

2. U.S. Constitution 
3. Statutes 
4. Common law 
5. Federal system 
6. State system 
7. Criminal process 
8. Civil process 
9. Judges and juries 
10. Psychological study of the law 

a. Goals, methods and style of inquiry 
b. Psychologists' role in the law 

11. Similarities and differences in the fields of psychology and law 
B. Interrogations and confessions 

1. Rights of individuals when arrested and subjected to inten'ogation 
2. Power of a confession 
3. Evolution of inten'ogation techniques 
4. Psychology offalse confessions 

a. Types of false confessions 
b. Reasons innocent people confess to crimes 
c. Potential solutions to false confessions 

5. Validity of confession evidence 
C. Lie detection 

1. The po I ygraph test 
a. Validity of polygraph procedures 
b. Weaknesses ofthe polygraph 
c. Research on the polygraph 
d. Admissibility in courts 

2. Brain-based lie detection 
3. Micro expressions and deception 
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D. Psychology of forensic identification: DNA, fmgerprints, and physical trace 
evidence 
1. Measures and meaning of forensic identification 
2. Scientific foundation of forensic identification 
3. Reducing error and bias 

E. Criminal profiling 
1. Classifying mass and serial killers 

a. Process of profiling 
b. Research on profiling 
c. Validity of profiling 

2. Racial Profiling 
a. Prevalence 
b. "Stop and frisk" laws 
c. Disproportionate impact of the "war on dmgs" 

F. Jury selection 
1. Assembling a jm'y: pools, venires, and voir dire 
2. Use of stereotypes and science to select jurors 

a. Cognizable groups 
b. Use of trial consultants 

3. Challenges for cause and peremptory challenges 
4. Juror characteristics and attitndes as predictors of verdict 

a. Personality tendencies 
b. Attitudes about the legal system 
c, Defendant-juror similarity 

5. Jury nullification 
a. Civil disobedience 
b. Racial considerations 
c. Empirical evidence on jury instructions 

G. Eyewitness identification and testimony 
1. Eyewitness testimony and the legal system 

a. Estimator and system variables 
b. Manson criteria 

2. Constmction and reconstruction of eyewitness memories 
a. Cross-racial identification 
b. Stress and weapons focus 
c. Unconscious transference 
d. Leading or suggestive comments 
e. Pre-existing expectations 
f. Witness confidence 

3. Using research fmdings to improve eyewitness accuracy 
a. The line up 
b. Eyewitness confidence 
c. Video recording 
d. Expert testimony 

4. Eyewitness error and miscarriages of justice 
H. Competency to stand trial (CST) 
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1. Adjudicative competence 
2. Evaluating competence 

a. Psychological assessments 
b. Malingering 

3. Competent with medication, incompetent without medication 
a. Right to refuse treatment 
b. Restoration to competency 

4. How the criminal justice system deals with incompetent defendants 
I. The insanity defense (NGRl) 

1. The evolution of insanity law 
a. The M'Naghten Case 
b. The Durham Case 
c. The Hinckley Case 

2. Rationale for insanity defense 
a. Mensrea 
b. Actus rea 

3. Tests and techniques for assessing insanity 
a. Role of psychologists 
b. Malingering 

4. Misperceptions of the insanity defense 
5. Outcome of a successful NGRl plea 

J. Psychology of victims 
1. Intimate patiner violence 
2. Battered woman syndrome (BWS) 

a. Cycle of violence 
b. BWS as a defense 
c. Problems with BWS 
d. Scientific validity of BWS 

3. Response to victims ofBWS 
4. Rape trauma syndrome (RTS) 

a. Stereotypes about rape 
b. Psychological consequences 
c. Psychological correlates of rapists 
d. RTS in cowi 

K. Interviewing children and memories of sexual abuse 
1. RepOlied memories of young children 

a. Assessing allegations by children 
b. Interview techniques 
c. ChildTen's memory and cognitive competence 
d. Children's wlderstanding oftruth atld falsehood 

2. Protecting children against the stress of testifYing 
a. Closing the cowiroom 
b. Closed-circuit video 
c. Preparing children to testifY 

3. Recovered memories of sexual abuse 
L. Child custody disputes and parental competence 
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1. Types of custody arrangements 
2. Evolution of Best Interest of the Chlld Standard 
3. Research on children's responses to divorce 
4. Role of psychologists in custody decisions 

a. Expelt testimony 
b. Psychological tests and assessments 

M. Predicting violent behavior 
1. Psychology of risk assessment 

a. Clinical judgment 
b. Actuarial techniques 

2. Risk assessment and the law 
a. Death penalty decision-making 
b. Civil commitment 
c. Sexual violent predator civil commitment 

3. Prediction of violence 
a. Prediction of sexual offending 
b. Prediction of domestic violence and chlld abuse 
c. Prediction of suicide 

4. Jurors' reactions to risk assessment evidence 
5. Treatment to reduce the risk of violence 

N. Workplace law: harassment and discrimination 
1. The evolution of work discrimination law 

a. Civil rights legislation: Title VII 
b. Sexual harassment: an extension of employment discrimination 

2. The psychology of sexual harassment 
a. Causes 
b. Effects 
c. Prevention 

3. How the COUlis view sexual harassment 
4. Price Waterhouse v. Hopkins (1989) 
5. Harris v. Forklift Systems (1993) 

a. Discrimination or merely offensive behavior? 
b. Discrimination or ordinary socializing? 

6. Harassment of men and same-sex harassment 
7. Racial harassment and discrimination 

a. Federal and State anti-discrimination law 
b. Modem racism 
c. Disparant impact discrimination 
d. Disparant treatment discrinrination 

O. Correctional psychology: punishment, sentencing and corrections 
1. Goals of corrections 
2. Sentencing decisions 

a. Determinant sentencing and guidelines 
b. Racial disparities 

3. Conmmnity supervision 
a. Probation 
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h. Parole 
4. Psychological effects of impdsonment 

P. Death penalty 
1. History and jurisprudence of capital punishment 
2. Arguments for and against capital punishment 
3. Capital punishment and race 
4. The guilt phase: death qualification 
5. The penalty phase: mitigating and aggravating circumstances 
6. Death penalty for juveniles 
7. Errors and mistakes in death penalty cases 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assigmnents 

1. In-class Assigmnents 
a. Small and large group discussion on lectlU'e/colU'se matedal on topics such 

as whether children should be tried as adults 
b. Small group exel'cises to analyze court cases discussed in lecture/course 

matel'ial [e.g., Texas v. Yates (2002) and McCleskey v. Kemp (1987)] 
c. Participate in class discussions to demonstrate cdtical understanding of the 

course matedal and ability to articulate the opposing sides of a 
controversial psycholegal issue such as racial profiling 

2. Out-of-c1ass Assignments 
a. Reading required textbook 
b. Briefwriting exercises that require analysis of controversial psycholegal 

topics, demonstrating ability to examine both sides of a controversy (e.g., 
the death penalty, battered women syndrome, children tried as adults) 

c. A 4-6 page research paper in which students are required to demonstrate 
their ability to analyze and explain both sides of a controversial 
psycholegal issue (e.g., eyewitness identification), the related 
psychological research and applicable laws, and their personal position on 
the legall;ontroversy 

B. Evaluation 
1. Two mid-teml exams that may consist of multiple choice, fill-ins, and/or short 

essay questions on topics such as jury selection and the cycle of violence. 
2. Final examination which includes multiple choice, fill-ins andlor ShOlt essay 

questions on such topics as the process of criminal profiling, the evolution of 
insanity law, and predicting violent behavior 

3. Written work as described above 
4. Research paper on a psycholegal issue as described above 

C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 
1. Constanzo, M., & Krauss, D., (2012). Forensic and Legal Psychology: 

Psychological Science Applied to Law. Worth Publishers 
2. Fulero, S., & Wrightsman, L., (2009). Forensic Psychology, 3rd ed., 

WadswOlth Cengage Leaming 
3. Instructor developed materials, such as handouts and case law sununaries 
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4. American Psychology -Law Society, Division 41, APA: 
http://apa.orglaboutldivisionldiv41.aspx 

5. Reference materials such as : Psychology & Behavioral Sciences Collection 
Database (EBSCO) 

6. YouTube videos such as "Michelle Alexander Lecture: Mass Incarceration in 
the Age of Colorblindness: The New Jim Crow" 
https://www.youtube.com!results?search_query=michelle+alexander+mass+in 
carceration 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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