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This course is designed to introduce students
to the basic governmental structure and
political institutions of the City and County
of San Francisco and how they function
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national institutions and politics. This will
be accomplished not merely by a series of
readings, but by having frequent guests to
class who are Aplayers@ in the government
and politics of the city. This will give
students (and through television the public)
access to political movers and shakers in
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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
An introduction to the governmental institutions, policies, politics, and major issues of
San Francisco. An examination of San Francisco's role within the broader context of
State and National politics. Frequent guests who are Aplayers@ in the cultural, political,
intellectual and economic life of the city will give students access to political movers and
shakers in San Francisco, the Bay Area, California and the nation.
(Appropriate field trips may occasionally be included.)
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IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Critically analyze and evaluate a variety of texts and ideas relating to San
Francisco government and politics.

B. Synthesize various concepts into an integrated interpretation of San Francisco life
into the broader context of Californian and American politics.

C. Describe the structure and functions of the government in the City and Country of
San Francisco.

D. Explain the role of the Mayor in San Francisco government and evaluate the
effectiveness of various San Francisco mayors.

E. Compare and contrast the roles of the mayor and the city Administrator.
F. Demonstrate an understanding of the workings and power of the Board of

Supervisors and assess its overall role in San Francisco politics.
G. Analyze the new City Charter and the changes that it makes in the power structure

of local government.
H. Identify the various city boards and commissions and discuss their importance

and influence on public policy decisions and the implementation of those
decisions.

I. Analyze various political movements in San Francisco. Discuss and evaluate the
impact of San Francisco's diverse political culture and its various interest group
politics.

J. Evaluate and assess San Francisco's contributions to California politics.
K. Evaluate and assess the role and contributions of San Francisco··to national

politics.

V. CONTENT
A. San Francisco Government

1. Structure and Law
a. Examine and understand the operational governmental apparatus of San

Francisco. This includes being able to identify and understand the Hawes
Act, the Mayor, the City Administrator, the Board of Supervisors and
their legislative and quasi-judicial powers, the citizen boards and
commissions and recent changes to the San Francisco Charter

B. San Francisco Politics
1. Key political events and movements in San Francisco

a. Explore and critically examine political bosses, labor struggles, the
counterculture, immigrant movements, gay politics, save the bay
movements, "high-rise revolts", freeway revolts, political tragedies and
assassinations, neighborhood preservationists, Environmental politics,
Community organizations vs. Downtown business interests, political
culture and multiculturalism

C. San Francisco in the State and in the Nation
1. Politics

a. Identify how San Francisco influences and contributes to the state and
nation through its political leaders and as a source ofpolitical funds.
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I. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
~ A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Group discussions and quizzes require students to analyze and critically

examine a variety of theories and ideas.
b. Class participation

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Readings are from the course material detailed in the "Textbooks and

other instructional materials" section. These readings are assigned as
needed approximately every two weeks. They are from both the textbook
and other excerpted texts from critical texts.

b. Research based essay.
B. Evaluation

1. Examinations - Two in-class examinations based on the study questions
provided to students. This provides students with a guide to examine the most
critical and pertinent questions that will arise in a reading assignment or
assignments.

2. One researched-based essay will be a take-home out-of-class assignment.
These essays will be count for 75% of total grade.

3. Final Examination - This is a take-home out-of-class essay assignment that is
comprehensive and involves students researching the issues involved in San
Francisco government and politics. Students have a choice of a variety of
questions. Final Exam counts for 25% of total grade.

r-"'" 4. Class Participation - All students are expected to be able to participate in the
discussions in these in-class assignments. Preparation involves being able to
identify key concepts and lor identify areas where questions and
misunderstandings exist.

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Lectures and discussions will be supported by a textbook that will be

supplemented by relevant articles and films and guest speakers in the field of
San Francisco Government and Politics.

2. Texts and other materials, such as
a. Alioto, Angela. Straight to the Heart: Political Cantos. 1998
b. Bean, Walton. Boss Ruef's San Francisco. 1900
c. Bullough, William. The Blind Boss and his City. 1980
d. Caen, Herbert E. One Man's San Francisco. 1976
e. DeLeon, Richard Edward. Left Coast City: Progressive Politics in San

Franc~co, 1975-1991. 1992
f. Judnik, M. San Francisco Government. 1967.
g. Shilts, Randy. The Mayor ofCastro Street. 2008.

f. Handouts and articles from newspapers, journals and magazines
g. Films and videos, such as The Life and Times ofHarvey Milk
h. The official San Francisco website and other websites, as appropriate

~

r VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
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CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)) ..
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