
1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Approval Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 

City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline of Record 

December 2013 
Photography 
PHOT 8IB 

E. Course Outline Preparer(s) 
Advanced Black & White Darkroom 
Robert Nishihira ()(7 
Robert Nishihira to, d [ ~ 
Douglas Bish (.9Y hd 

F. Department Chair 

G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 

B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
Laboratory: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
4 
PHOT 81A or demonstration of exit skills 
None 
None 
Despite the rapid growth of digital 
photography, students continue to embrace 
the fine craft of traditional film 
photography. Additionally, digital 
photography professionals recommend that 
students have a foundation in analog film. 
The Photography Department has the 
facilities and resources to accommodate a 
good portion of our student population and 
PHOT 8IB is a necessary and appropriate 
course for maintaining the film component 
of our curriculum. 
Optional 
Letter, PassiNo pass 
o 

An intensive exploration of the controls and materials of the black and white photographic 
process. The course emphasizes fine printing, optimization of the negative, archival processing 
procedures and an exploration into various films, papers and developing chemistry. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Organize a body of work into a portfolio of high quality black and white prints. 
B. Describe the characteristics of a well crafted photographic print. 
C. Summarize the steps in processing prints and negatives according to existing archival 
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standards. 
D. Compare and contrast various black and white films. 
E. Experiment with film and paper developers to appraise their particular and unique 

characteristics. 
F. Test bleaches, intensifiers and toners to evaluate effects on negatives and prints. 
G. Solve print problems using techniques such as flashing and split-filter printing. 

V.CONTENTS 
A. Portfolio 

1. Image selection 
2. Image sequencing 
3. Presentation 

a. Matting and mounting 
b. Portfolio case 

B. The fine photographic print 
1. Photographic printing paper 

a. Surfaces 
b. Sizes 
c. Contrast 
d. Tones 

2. Darkroom printing 
a. Chemistry 

1. Normal contrast developers 
2. Low contrast developers 
3. Developer additives 

b. Contrast filters 
c. Standard printing exposure 

3. Film processing 
a. Developer selection 
b. Processing procedures 

4. Effect of film processing on print quality 
5. Photographic printing paper 

a. Surface selections 
b. Sizes 
c. Tones 

6. Effect of paper selection on print quality 
7. Darkroom Printing 

a. Chemistry 
1. Normal contrast developers 
2. Low contrast developers 
3. Developer additives 

b. Contrast filters 
c. Standard printing exposure 

8. Impact of darkroom chemistry, contrast filters and exposure on print quality 
C. Archival processing 

1. Archival film developing 
a. Materials 
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b. Procedures 
2. Archival darkroom printing 

a. Materials 
b. Procedures 

D. Film and paper developers 
1. All-purpose film developers 

a. D-76 
b. HC-110 
c. IIford ID-ll 

2. Specialty film developers 
a. Pyro 
b. Caffenol 

3. Paper developers 
a. Selectol Soft or equivalent 
b. Dektol or equivalent 
c. Effects of various dilution rates 

E. Post-processing chemistry 
1. Bleach 
2. Reducers 
3. Intensifiers 
4. Toners 

F. Troubleshooting 
1. Split-filter printing 
2. Flashing 
3. Water bath development 
4. Two bath development 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class 
a. Film processing for assignments that require shooting film 

1. Production of black & white print portfolio 
a. Selecting and using film and film chemistry 
b. Selecting printing paper and darkroom chemistry 

2. Archival film processing 
3. Experiment with film developers 
4. Alter film by applying chemicals such as intensifiers and toners 

b. Darkroom printing 
1. Black & white prints for final portfolio 
2. Archival print production 
3. Experiment with paper developers 
4. Apply techniques such as flashing and split-filter printing to solve printing 

problems 
c. Experiment with post-printing chemistry such as toners and reducers 
d. Optional field trip to photography gallery such as Pier 24 or 4xS Gallery 

2. Outside-of-c1ass 
a. Taking pictures for portfolio 
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b. Shooting film for archival processing 
c. Shooting film for developer experimentation 
d. Photographing to compare and contrast various films 

B. Evaluation 
I. Individual assignments with grading based on a given set of criteria such as exposure, 

contrast, and punctuality 
2. Midterm exam covering materials and processes such as developer types, archival 

printing, and describing fine print characteristics 
3. Evaluation offinal portfolio based on criteria such as cohesiveness, craftsmanship, and 

presentation 
C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 

I. Instructor generated handouts covering topics such as bleaching techniques, flashing 
process and archival printing 

2. Online resources including websites such as lenswork.com, unblinkingeye.com, and 
digitaitruth.com 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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