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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Approval Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer(s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 

B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

February 2014 
Photography 
PHOT60A 
Beginning Photoshop 

ROb~ 

Robert Nishihira 

c:.OJ't~ 
Doug Bish 

Lecture: 2 weekly (35 total) 
Laboratory: 1 weekly (17.5 total) 
2 
GRPH 25 or VMD 105 or CS 100M or 
MMSP 120 or demonstration of Mac 
computer skills 
None 
None 
Photoshop is a widely used application in 
the industry and fundamental to a student's 
photography education. 
No 
Letter, PassiNo Pass 
o 

An introductory Photoshop course that emphasizes the technical aspects of post
production workflow in digital photography. The course includes hands-on experience 
with software and hardware that is necessary to succeed in the contemporary 
photographic marketplace. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Use Photoshop tools to select and isolate portions of a photograph 
B. Manage basic gray scale retouching by using actions such as cropping, rotating, 

dodging and burning 
C. Analyze and integrate color into an image using color palettes and tools such as 

paint bucket tool and blend tool 
D. Experiment with special effects using techniques such as stretching, skewing, and 

distorting selections 
E. Calculate resolution using basic image editing actions 
F. Design a photographic image adding type to the layout 
G. Manage layers in the layers palette 

V.CONTENTS 
A. Using selection tools 

l. Lasso tool 
a. Adding to and subtracting from a selection 
b. Selecting a combination of straight and freehand lines with the lasso tool 

2. Marquee tools 
a. Selecting a single row or column of pixels 
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b. Creating selections from a comer or from the center 
c. Defining a fixed size for the marquee tools 
d. Defining a size ratio option for the marquee tools 

3. Defining a feather edge using the lasso and marquee tools 
4. Magic Wand 

a. Specifying color tolerance 
b. Controlling amount of anti-aliasing in a selection 

5. De-selecting selections 
6. Editing selection borders 

a. Selecting a border around a selection 
b. Moving a selection border 
c. Hiding and showing the selection border 
d. Editing a selection border 
e. Selecting the intersection of a selection 

7. Extending selections 
a. Selecting an entire image 
b. Selecting similar colors 
c. Selecting the non-selected parts of an image 

8. Removing "fringe" around a selection 
9. Moving a selection 

a. Moving a selection in I-pixel increments 
b. Constraining the movement of a selection 
c. Duplicating a selection 

B. Basic gray scale retouching 
1. Determining the size of an image 

a. Using the size box 
b. By inspection on printed page 

2. Page setup dialog box 
3. Image size/ruler dialog box 
4. Cropping an image 
5. Reverting to the original image 
6. Zooming in and out 
7. Scrolling through an image 
8. Rotating a selection 
9. Copying and pasting a selection 
10. Erasing part of an image 
11. Restoring part of an image using the eraser 
12. Using the rubber stamp tool to duplicate part of an image 
13. Adding text to an image and moving text within an image 
14. Electronic burning and dodging 

C. Cutting and pasting 
1. Deleting selections 
2. Cutting selections 
3. Copying selections & exporting selections 
4. Pasting selections 
5. Controlling the opacity of a floating selection 
6. Completing the pasting operation 

D. Transforming images 
1. Flipping a selection 
2. Rotating a selection: 

a. Rotating a selection precisely 
b. Rotating a selection by hand 

3. Special effects 
a. Stretching a selection 
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b. Skewing a selection 
c. Creating perspective 
d. Distorting a selection 

E. Basic image editing 
1. Resolution 
2. Previewing page size and layout 
3. Cropping with cropping tool 

a. Specifying the size of cropped area 
b. Defining aspect ratio and resolution of the cropped area 
c. Manipulating the cropped selection 

4. Resize command 
a. Screen and window dimensions 
b. Proportions and resizing 
c. Resizing by percentages 
d. Resizing by dimensions 

5. Adjusting the canvas area 
6. Resampling images 

a. Size units for resampled image 
b. Height, width, and resolution 

7. Adjusting the size of printed output 
F. Fill and type tools 

I. Color palettes 
2. Paint bucket tool 

a. Specifying the color range (tolerance) for selections 
b. Specifying the amount of anti-aliasing for the paint bucket 

3. Blend tool 
a. Creating a linear fill 
b. Creating a radial fill 

4. Fill command 
a. Filling a selection with the current foreground color 
b. Filling a border around a selection 
c. Filling a selection with a pattern 
d. Specifying the opacity of the fill 
e. Using color modes 

G. Type tool 
1. Using type in an image: 

a. Scrolling the type 
b. Editing type 

2. Font selection 
a. Font size 
b. Style options 
c. Character spacing 
d. Line spacing 
e. Type alignment 

3. Completing the type selection 
4. Moving type on the image 
5. Special type selection options 

H. Managing the toolbox and using the painting and editing tools 
I. Accessing the tool options palette 
2. Selection tools 
3. Viewing tools 
4. Text tools 
5. Fill tools 
6. Painting tools 
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7. Editing tools 
8. Color tools 
9. Screen tools 
10. Pen tool 

1. Painting tools 
1. Using the pencil tool 
2. Using the line tool, specifying line weight and arrowheads 
3. Using the paint brush tool 
4. Using the airbrush tool 
5. Using the rubber stamp tool 

a. Rubber stamp tool options 
b. The clone option 
c. The revert option 
d. The texture option 
e. The pattern option 
f. The impressionist option 

J. Editing tools 
1. Eraser tool 
2. Smudge tool 
3. Blur tool 
4. Sharpen tool 

K. Painting and editing tool options 
I. Selecting a tool brush shape 

a. Accessing the Brushes Palette 
b. Selecting a custom brush shape 

2. Specifying paint distribution 
3. Specifying the paint opacity 
4. Specifying the paint repeat rate 
5. Specifying the paint fade-out rate 
6. Selecting a painting mode 

a. Normal 
b. Darken only 
c. Lighten only 
d. Color only 

7. Painting and editing with straight brush strokes 
L. Layers 

I. Accessing the layers palette 
2. Making layers 

a. Layer opacity 
b. Layer modes 

3. Duplicating layers 
4. Viewing layers 
5. Grouping layers 
6. Ordering layers 
7. Merging layers 
8. Flattening layers 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Using selection tools 
b. Gray scale retouching 
c. Cutting and pasting 
d. Transforming an image 
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e. Sizing an image 
f. Adding type 
g. Using painting and editing tools 

2. Out-of-class assignments 
a. Assigned reading from texts 
b. Viewing online tutorials such as photoshopcafe/tutorials.com and 

photoshopessentials .com 
B. Evaluation 

1. Grading of in-class exercises such as image sizing and image area selection 
2. Classroom critiques of student images with emphasis on technique and 

aesthetics 
3. Midterm test covering topics such as editing tools 
4. Final exam covering basic Photoshop tools and techniques 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Adobe Creative Team, Adobe Photoshop CS6 Classroom in a Book, 1st 

edition, Pearson, San Francisco, 2012 
2. Kelby, Scott, The Adobe Photoshop CS6 Book for Digital Photographers, 1st 

edition, Peachpit Press, San Francisco, 2013 
3. Online tutorials such as photoshopcafe/tutorials.com and 

photoshopessentials.com 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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