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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
The philosophical tradition from the Renaissance to the nineteenth century. Emphasis on
new scientific models of human knowledge and human nature formulated in reaction to
scientific and social revolutions. Positions of thinkers such as Descartes, Hume, Kant on
basic questions such as "Can anything be known with certainty?", Are there any
justifiable moral principles?", Is there any purpose to existence?"

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Demonstrate a familiarity with the philosophical tradition form the Renaissance to
the 19th century.

B. Demonstrate a familiarity with the positions of such thinkers including, but not
limited to, Descartes, Hume, and Kant.

C. Demonstrate a fluency with philosophical argumentation, both in writing and in
oral context, including, but not limited to:
1. the presentation and evaluation of arguments in explicit premise/conclusion

form
2. the development of a clear and concise writing style, in which arguments and

criticisms of arguments are presented transparently
3. the proper use of examples and counterexamples in the philosophical
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argumentation, both written and oral
D. Demonstrate an ability to read critically: i.e., to actively engage a text, ferret out

its arguments and assumptions to be in a position to address these arguments
either verbally or in writing.

E. Demonstrate a grasp of the particular claims, theories, and arguments advanced
by the philosophers studied.

F. Demonstrate an ability to place the various philosophers and positions studied
against each other ~ith respect to the problems addressed.

G. Identify the major figures in the early modem period of European philosophy,
summarize their major theses and supporting arguments, and be able intelligently
to discuss the relative merits of their positions.

H. Identify a select number of the major problems of the early modem period of
European philosophy, explain their cultural origins, trace their developments, and
discuss their cultural effects.

V.CONTENT
A. An introductory section in which a briefphilosophical history of some of the

issues to be presented in depth is given. Topics may include:
l.the medieval Scholastic doctrines against which the earliest modem
philosophers (particularly) Descartes and Hobbes) set themselves will be
presented;
2. a brief overview of Aristotelian naturalism as it was handed down through
Aquinas and his followers;
3. pointing out the legacy of empiricism and rationalism as they present
themselves in such later thinkers as Skinner, Quine, Chomsky, Wittgenstien, and
others can, together with the first part of this section, situate the thinkers and their
issues for students.

B. A brief overview of the general intellectual, cultural, and political history of the
early modem era. Particular attention might be paid to the Renaissance and its
reestablishment of intellectual ties to the ancient world. More particularly, topics
to be addressed may include
1. the re-acquaintance with Platonic dialogues, the emergence of Protagorean

humanism and the breakdown of Scholastic science in the face of the newly
emergent experimental naturalism;

2. the religious and political upheavals of the time; the rise of Luther and the
gradual decline ofPapal power (along with its result: the Counter
Reformation);

3. the Copernican Revolution and the rise of experimental naturalism brought
about by Galileo, Kepler, Bruno and Bacon.

C. An in depth and sustained presentation ofphilosophical views ofDescartes and
his successors, Hobbes, Spinoza. Leibniz, Locke, Berkeley, Kant,and Hume.
This will form by far the bulk of the course. In particular, the following topics
will be treated in depth:
1. Descartes' epistemological rationalism and his metaphysical mechanistic

dualism. His assumption of the Scholastic distinction of substance and
accident, along with the rationalist doctrine in whose service he places it are
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worthy ofpresentation and discussion. Typical readings in this area would be
his Discourse on Method, Meditations on First Philosophy, Principles of
Philosophy, and his Objections and Replies.

2. Hobbes' metaphysical materialism and his political conservatism. Typical
readings in this area would be his objections to Descartes' Mediations, and
selections form his Leviathan.

3. Spinoza's development of epistemological rationalism along with his anti
libertarian conception ofhuman freedom. His geometric method of
argumentation and his pantheism are also worthy of treatment. Typical
readings in this area would be Book 1 of his Ethics,and his Theologico
Political Treatise.

4. Leibniz' still further development of epistemological rationalism, along with
his 'linguistic tum' and metaphysical monadology. His formulations of the
epistemological distinction of a priori and a posteriori, as well as the semantic
distinction of analytic and synthetic, and the metaphysical distinction of
necessary and contingent facts, deserve special mention. Typical readings in
this area would be his Discourse on Metaphysics, Monadology,
Correspondence with Arnauld, and his Theodicy.

5. Locke's development of epistemological empiricism, along with his
metaphysical nominalism, as well as his libertarian political theory. Particular
attention to his primary/secondary quality distinction and his psychological
Theory of Ideas. Typical readings in this area would be selections from his
Essay Concerning Human Understanding, as well as his Second Treatise of
Government and his Letter Concerning Toleration.

6. Berkeley's response to Locke's mind-independent nominalism and
his metaphysical idealism as a response to the possibility of skepticism. In
particular, his collapse of Locke's primary qualities into secondary qualities,
and his arguments concerning the inconceivability ofmind-independent
substance will be examined in depth. Typical readings in this area would be
his Treatise Concerning the Principles ofKnowledge and his Three Dialogues
between Hylas and Philonous.

7. Hume's further development of, and ultimate attack on, Locke's Theory of
Ideas. Attention can be paid to his attempt to construct a Newtonian
mechanistic science of the mind. Central place will be given to showing how
he is lead from the Theory of Ideas, in combination with the empiricist dogma
of distinguishing all propositions into matters of fact and relations of ideas to
his skeptical doubts concerning the human understanding of causality as
necessary connection, and his skeptical "solution" to those doubts.

8. Kant's response to Hume's doubts and the "Copernican" revolution in thought
it requires. His transcendental deduction of the categories of experience, his
distinction ofpure sensuous intuition from a judgement of experience, his
notion of a synthetic a priori, and his ultimate diagnosis ofHume's mistake
will take central place. In addition, the distinction between the noumenal and
phenomenal realm may also be presented. If time permits, one may also
discuss his deontological contractarian view of morality and it's contrast with
more teleological views. Typical readings in the area would be his
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Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics as well as his Groundworkfor the
Metaphysics ofMorals.

9. European philosophy after Kant. If time permits, a briefpresentation ofhow
Kant leads to Hegel's more radical idealism and how Hegel's idealistic notion
ofhistory leads to Marx's materialist attack on capitalism; how Hume's
empiricism leads directly to the logical positivism of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century and how that leads to the behaviorism (both logical and
psychological) of the later Wittgenstein, Ryle, Skinner, Quine, and how that
shows up in contemporary philosophers such as Dennett and others.

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Discussion of readings and assignments

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Weekly reading assignments form both primary and secondary sources.
b. Class discussion topics to be formulated and turned in on a weekly basis.
c. Three take -home exams, including a final exam.

B. Evaluation
1. Take home exams/papers: The content of these exams will focus on the

readings and class presentation. In particular, heavy emphasis will be placed
on explicating positions/arguments of the philosophers studied with an eye to
developing interesting and perhaps even original insights regarding them.
There will be no expectation that the exam topics will have been explicitly
addressed during the classroom presentation: rather, students will be expected
to extrapolate, in both method and content, to materials for which they have
received no prior analysis.

2. Final Exam: The final exam will consist of topics/questions much like those
of the take home exam papers. This will test the student's abilities to analyze
and synthesize these issues in a timed format and develop the valuable ability
to think on their feet about such complicated and critical matters.

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Class lecture and discussion will focus on a close reading and analysis of

primary texts, for example: . Readings Hackett Publishers These will be
supplemented, both for in class discussion and out of class support by
complementary materials, making as much use of easily accessible materials
available online as possible.
Pertinent and valuable supplementary texts will be announced and cited in
classes well in the syllabus, both by URL and by publisher. Examples of
texts (hard copy as well as web based) used may include:
a. Readings Hackett Publishers publishes virtually all of the readings as

separate monographs. Depending on which are assigned, this can often be
the most cost-effective means ofdistributing the readings.

b. Large portions (ifnot entire volumes)ofthe texts mentioned
above can be found in numerous anthologies. Some of the better ones are
as follows:
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The Empiricists, edt R. Taylor (Anchor)
The Rationalists, edt G. Montgomery (Anchor)
Philosophical Classics, F. Baird (Prentice Hall)
European Philosophy from Descartes to Nietzsche, edt M Beardsley
(Modem Library)

C. Almost all of the required readings can now be found online. Although
simply giving out URLs can be impractical because ofpagination, putting
these together in a reader can be an economical alternative. The best
digital source for these readings can be found at
http://hippias.evansville.edu/search.cgi? Modem+Philosophy

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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