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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
The origins of the philosophical-scientific tradition. Early attempts at rational
explanations of the natural world. Socrates and the foundations of moral criticism. Plato:
His articulation of the problems of knowledge, his contributions to moral and political
theory. Aristotle: His organization of scientific inquiry, formulation of ethical theory,
and development of the science of logic. The philosophical tradition after Aristotle.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Demonstrate a familiarity with the major philosophers of the Ancient Greek
world.

B. Identify the major theories of ancient Greek philosophers, including but not
limited to, Socrates, Aristotle, and Plato.

C. Demonstrate a fluency with philosophical argumentation, both in writing and in
oral contexts, including, but not limited to:
1. the presentation and evaluation of arguments in explicit premise/conclusion

form
2. the development of a clear and concise writing style, in which arguments and

criticisms of arguments are presented transparently
3. the proper use of examples and counterexamples in philosophical

argumentation, both written and ora]
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D. Demonstrate an ability to read critically: i.e., to actively engage a text, ferret out
its arguments and assumptions and to be in a position to address those arguments
either verbally or in writing.

E. Demonstrate a grasp of the particular claims, theories, and arguments advanced
by the philosophers studied.

F. Demonstrate an ability to place the various philosophers and positions studied
against each other with respect to the problems addressed.

G. Identify the major figures in the ancient period of Greek philosophy, summarize
their major theses and supporting arguments, and be able intelligently to
discuss the relative merits of their positions;

H. Identify a select number of the major problems of the ancient period of Greek
philosophy, explain their cultural origins, trace their developments, and discuss
their cultural effects;

v. CONTENT
A. The development of Ionian science and the move to philosophical speculation by

way of natural investigation. (Typical reading in this area would be fragments
from Thales, (especially as contrasted with those of Hesiod), Anaximander,
Anaximenes, and Xenophenes.)

B. The philosophical quandaries that result from such speculation and early
philosophical responses to them.
1. Questions about change, identity, continuity, movement, material nature, and
the possibilities of human knowledge. (Typical readings in this area would be
fragments from Heraclitus, Parmenides and Zeno of Elea, Anxagoras, and
Empedocles.)

C. The historical Socrates, the method of the Elenchus and its substantive role in the
search for ethical universals.
1. The doctrine of the Unity of the Virtues; the foundations of ethical

intellectualism (expressed in the propositions, "No one errs willingly" and
Knowledge is virtue");

2. The attack on Protagorean relativism
3. The attacks on the Sophistic movement and rhetoric in general;
4. The denial of true weakness of will. (typical reading in this area would

include the Platonic dialogues Euthyphro, Appology, Crito, Gorgias,
Protagoras Republic Book 1.)

D. The Platonic response to both the quandaries of the pre-Socratics (especially the
doctrine of perpetual flux of Heraclitus and the doctrine of perpetual stasis of
Parmenides and Zeno),
I.The intellectualism of the historical Socrates (with his doctrine of the Parts of

the Soul)
a) his development of the theory of the Forms
b) his theory of knowledge (and how it relates to his theory of the

Forms)
c) his doctrine of immortality of the soul,
d) his moral and political picture as they develop out

of all of the above. (Typical readings in this area would include the
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Platonic dialogues Meno, Phaedo, Republic, Theaetutus, Timaeus.)
E. Aristotle's attempt to avoid what he takes to be the unpalatable consequences of

all that precedes him.
10 The development (out of his work on predication and the notion of substance)

of his hylomorphism and theory of immanent universals as an attempt to save
the phenomena while avoiding the shoals of perpetual flux (Heraclitus),
explanatorily impoverished materialism (Democritus), paradoxical stasis

(Parmenides, Zeno), and ontologically extravagant Platonism.
a. His related doctrine of the human soul
b. His development of a theory of happiness and human flourishing
Co his development of the science of logic. (Typical readings in this area

would include selections form Categories, Delnterpretatione, Topics,
Prior Analytics, Physics, De Anima, Nicomachean Ethics.

E. The Stoics, Skeptics, Neo-Platonists, and Epicureans.
1. Various directions in which philosophy moved post-Aristotle.
2. The enlightened resignation of the Stoics as it developed out of the post

Socratic views of the Cynics (e.g., Diogenes)
3. The revival of Protagorean epistemology in the Skeptics, the further

development of Platonic thought by Plotinus, and the hedonism of the
Epicureans. (Typical readings in this area would include readings from Zeno
of Cyprus, Cleanthes, Chrysippus, Marcus Aurelius, Sextus Empiricus,
Luretius, Plotinus.

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Class discussions of reading and assignments

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Weekly reading assignments from both primary and secondary sources.
b. Class discussion topics to be formulated and turned in on a weekly basis.
c. Three take-home exams, including a final exam

B. Evaluation
1. Take home exams/papers: The content of these exams will focus on the

readings and class presentation. In particular, heavy emphasis will be
placed on explicating positions/arguments of the philosophers studied with
an eye to developing interesting and perhaps even original insights regarding
them. There will be no expectation that the exam topics will
have been explicitly addressed during the classroom presentation: rather.,
students will be expected to extrapolate, in both method and content, to
materials for which they have received no prior analysis.

2. Final Exam: The final exam consist of topic/questions much like those of the
take home exam papers. This will test the student's abilities to analyze and
synthesize these issues in a timed format and develop the valuable ability to
think on their feet about such complicated and critical matters.
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c. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Primary text, for example: Readings in Ancient Philosophy, eds., Cohen,

Reeve, Curd, Hackett, Cambridge, 2005

2. Class lecture and discussion will be supplemented, both for in class
discussion and out of class support, by complementary materials, making as
much use of easily accessible materials available online as possible. Pertinent
and valuable supplementary texts will be announced and cited in class as well
as in the syllabus, both by URL and by publisher. Examples of texts (hard
copy as well as web based) used may include: Readings in Ancient
Philosophy, eds., Cohen, Reeve, Curd, Hackett, Cambridge, 2005

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION:
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section

55002(a)).
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