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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Approval Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer( s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

Ray Gamba 

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
None 
Meets graduation and transfer requirements; 
prepares students for a major in Philosophy; 
meets critical thinking requirements; meets 
elective requirements. 
No 
Letter 
o 

An examination of such questions as: Are there conditions under which value judgments 
can be rationally defended? If there are such grounds, what are they? If not, what 
consequences, if any, follow from ethical skepticism? Can value judgments about 
individuals or societies be justified on rationally acceptable grounds? 

N. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Identify and critically examine major themes, schools aud figures in moral 
philosophy 

B. Identify and critically examine major themes, schools aud figures in political 
philosophy 

C. Demonstrate a fluency with philosophical argumentation, both in writing aud in 
oral contexts 

V. CONTENTS 
A. Moral Perspectives of the West 

1. Utilitarianism 
a. CostlBenefit analysis and its relationship to morality 
b. Political decisions and CostlBenefit analysis 
c. The role, if any, of dignity in these matters 
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2. Deontology 
a. The nature of the autonomy as deontologists understand it 
b. Individualism and its place in the conception of autonomy and dignity 

3. Virtue Ethics 
a. The human function and its place in the exercise of our highest virtues 
b. The role, if any, of human dignity in this picture 
c. The political implications of placing the human function at the core of the 

issue of human virtue 
B. Political Perspectives ofthe West 

1. Classical Conservatism 
a. Classical conservatism's take on human nature 
b. The role of this take on human nature in their preferred commonwealth 
c. The ethical pictures most/least conducive to this preferred commonwealth 

2. Classical Liberalism 
a. The notion of the General Will and its political purpose 
b. The place of property within Liberalism 
c. The notions neutrality and privacy in the liberal tradition 

3. The Socialist Response 
a. The material determination of consciousness 
b. The roots of socialism in Aristotle's teleology 
c. The socialist response to liberal concerns for neutrality and privacy 

C. Moral/Political Perspectives of the East: Classical Confucianism 
I. Confucius' view on virtue and character development 
2. The contrast with Virtue Theory, Deontology, and Utilitarianism 
3. The political implications of the Confucian worldview 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class 
a. Class discussion on topics that arise in either the reading or in lecture 
b. Class work that can take the form of either short writing assignments, 

group work, or objective quizzes on positions or arguments discussed in 
lecture 

2. Out of class 
a. Essays or papers requiring students to present and critically analyze topics, 

positions or arguments arising either from the reading or class discussion 
b. Take home objective exams of either the multiple choice or short answer 

format 
c. Readings from primary sources and secondary commentary 

B. Evaluation 
1. Take home papers of either short (l page), medium (3-5 pages) or longer 

length (8-12 pages) focusing on explicating and analyzing arguments 
presented in the reading materials 

2. Take home exams of either essay or objective format aimed at assessing 
mastery of topics, positions, and arguments found in either the reading or 
presented in during course lectures 
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3. In class exams of either essay or objective format aimed at assessing mastery 
of topics, positions, and arguments found in either the reading or presented 
during course lectures 

4. Final Exam: This can consist in either an in class essay exam or an objective 
exam focused on topics found in the course reading or lecture or can consist in 
a take horne exam of the type discussed above 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Perry and Bratman, eds., Introduction to Philosophy, Oxford University Press, 

NY 2013 
2. Stephan Johnson, A Reader In Moral and Political Philosophy 
3. Stephen M. Cahn, Classics of Political and Moral Philosophy, Oxford 

University Press, NY 2011 
4. J. Boss, Ethics for Life, Mayfield, Mountain View, CA, 2013 
5. J. Rachels, The Right Thing to Do, McGraw-Hill, New York, 2012 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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