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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer(s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

H. Curriculum Committee Chair 

1. Vice Chancellor 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

April 2014 
Institute for International Students 
INTI 414 

Catherine Hartman 

Joanne Low 

Melinda Weil 

Susan Lamb 

180 hours 
Not-for-credit 
None 
None 
None 
This course is designed for non-native 
speakers of English. It is the fourth of four 
levels covering academic ESL reading, 
writing, and sentence structure. This course 
offers extra practice for the TOEFL and 
prepares students to enter college/university 
in the US. 
Yes 
Letter/PassINo Pass/SP 
As Needed 

Intensive practice in academic reading and writing skills, and strategies for success in 
American college/university; simple and authfntic academic/literary passages from 
various genres; single/multi-paragraph composition work; low advanced level sentence 
structure; exposure to North American culture; preparation for the TOEFL. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Identify genre, purpose, and method of organization of authentic articles and texts. 
B. Apply academic reading skills including and critical thinking strategies at the low 

advanced level. 
C. Demonstrate comprehension and production of an expanding range of target 

vocabulary and sentence structures. 

CCSF, Institute for International Students, INTI 414, Low Advanced Reading/Writing, April 2014 Page I 
of6 



D. Plan, compose, organize, research, and edit a variety of academic essay genres. 
E. Paraphrase, synthesize, reference, and use quotations from outside reading content 

in academic writing assignments. 
F. Identify and discuss characteristics of U.S. culture in a global context. 
G. Apply test-taking skills for TOEFL Reading section 

V.CONTENT 
A. Reading 

1. Comprehension (reinforcement/master) 
a. Distinction of main ideas and supporting information/details 
b. Identification of specific facts and information 
c. Identification of common cultural references 

2. Analytical/Critical Reading 
a. Identification of genre, organization, point, purpose, audience 
b. Recognition of unity 
c. Distinction between facts and inferences 
d. Distinction between inferences and opinions 
e. Connection and synthesis of ideas across readings 
f. Comparison/contrast of information from various sources 
g. Expression of ideas orally and in writing 
h. Support of inferences with facts 
1. Support of opinions with reasons and examples 
j. Acknowledgement of opposing viewpoints 

3. Skills and Strategies (reinforcement/master) 
a. Reading of title, subheadings, captions to predict content 
b. Locating main ideas and supporting information/details 
c. Identifying genre, organization and development 
d. Skimming and scanning 
e. Highlighting and annotating 
f. Summarizing 

B. Writing 
1. Process Writing 

a. Pre-writing 
b. Outlining 
c. Drafting 
d. Proofreading 

2. Composition 
a. Thesis statements 
b. Topic sentences 
c. Supporting sentences 
d. Transitional phrases 
e. Concluding sentences 
f. Paragraph development 
g. Essay development 
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3. Revision 
a. Clarity 
b. Sentence order 
c. Fragments 
d. Run-on sentences 
e. Comma splices 
f. Mechanics (punctuation, spelling) 

4. Paragraph & Essay Genres 
a. Summary 
b. Analysis and Critique 
c. Narrative 
d. AdvantagelDisadvantage 
e. Compare/Contrast 
f. Cause/Effect 
g. Problem/Solution 
h. Persuasive 
1. Opinion 
J. Research 

5. References 
a. MLA Citation methods 

1. In-text citations 
2. Work cited/reference page format 

b. Verbs ofreference (state, find, claim, argue) 
c. Paraphrases 
d. Quotations 
e. Synthesis of various sources 

C. Vocabulary skills (reinforcement/master) 
a. Inference from context 
b. Definitions, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, parts of speech, common 

collocations, formal usage, idioms, phrasal verbs, slang 
c. Verbs of causation (result in, give rise to, lead to) 
d. Word Affixation (prefix, root, suffix) 

D. Sentence Structure 
1. Sentence Types 

a. Simple 
b. Compound 
c. Complex 

2. Modifiers 
3. Subordinators, coordinators and concessions 
4. Parallel structure 
5. Sentence fragments 
6. Run-on sentences/Comma splices 
7. Mechanics (punctuation for introducing outside sources) 
8. Gerunds and infinitives (as subjects and objects) 
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9. Passive and active voice 
E. Culture (content may include but is not limited to) 

1. Cross-cultural discussions 
a. Liberalism vs. Conservativism 
b. Environmentalism 
c. World Religions 

2. Cultural readings and articles 
a. Literary novels or short stories (e.g. Amy Tan's Joy Luck Club) 
b. African-American history 
c. Social political news articles 
d. The Immigrant experience (e.g. Rodriguez's Hunger of Memory) 
e. Gender roles 
f. San Francisco LGBT community 

3. Field trips and walking tours 
F. TOEFL Preparation Reading section 

1. Fonnat 
2. Strategies/Skills 
3. Time management strategies 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assigmnents 

1. In-class Assigmnents 
a. Sentence structure exercises (e.g. write a paragraph on high school bUllying 

using verbs that show causation) 
b. Paragraph/Essay practice exercises (e.g. synthesize two opposing views of 

the U.S medical system) 
c. Revision exercises (e.g. underline comma splices and choose an 

appropriate way to correct them; underline all topic sentences and check if 
they are connected to the thesis statement) 

d. Critical reading exercises and class discussions (e.g. highlight parts of the 
passage that indicate the writer's tone, point and purpose of this text; 
underline the author's thesis and opinion; discuss your answers.) 

e. TOEFL practice exercises (e.g: circle the word that best replaces the 
underlined word; what is the main idea of the passage) 

f. Field trips (e.g. the de Young Museum, Diego Rivera Theater Mural) to 
promote cross-cultural awareness and exposure to North American culture 

g. Field trip written follow-up activities (e.g. compare two artists in tenns of 
their styles, elements and messages) 

2. Out-of-class Assigmnents 
a. Take-home essays (e.g. multiple-draft academic assigmnents of 300-500 

words on various topics such as the political impact of social media or the 
immigrant experience) incorporating an outline or pre-writing strategy 

b. Revision or citation exercises (e.g. introduce a quote from an outside 
source to support your viewpoint) 
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c. Extensive outside reading of at least one authentic fiction or nonfiction 
work (e.g. Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, or Lois Lowry's The 
Giver) 

d. Reading skills and comprehension exercises of authentic texts 
demonstrating the student's ability to apply academic reading strategies 
(e.g. summarizing, guessing vocabulary from context, or inferring the 
author's purpose and audience) 

e. Periodical j oumals related to readings or personal topics (e. g. describe a 
current social issue in your home country) 

B. Evaluation 
1. Periodical timed in-class quizzes 

a. Reading assignments demonstrating comprehension and text analysis (e.g. 
choose the answer that can be inferred from the article and underline the 
sentences that influenced your choice) 

b. Vocabulary exercises (e.g. complete the gaps in the paragraph using the 
appropriate form ofthe verbs in the box) 

c. Sentences structure assignments to display control of target structure (e.g. 
combine the sentences using an adverbial clause as a concession) 

2. In-class writing 
a. At least 2 timed essays (e.g. define the causes and effects of gang violence 

or bullying in public schools and offer a solution) 
b. Sentence construction exercises demonstrating target structures (e.g. use 

subordinators to show cause and effect in sentences on topics such as 
health problems and the environment) 

c. Paragraph development exercises displaying target structures/vocabulary 
(e.g. produce six complex sentence structures to describe the negative 
effects of tourism) 

d. Essay outlining or pre-writing activity for peer/teacher feedback 
3. Out-of-class writing: 

a. Multiple drafts of single and multi-paragraph texts of approximately 300-
500 words each on topics such as a persuasive essay on the English-Only 
Movement or the impact of social media on human interaction 

b. Written responses to readings in paragraph format (e.g. compare and 
contrast the two authors' viewpoints on U.S. gun control laws) 

c. Summary and critique of authentic reading passages 
d. Written reports on extensive fictional or nonfictional reading (e.g. describe 

the organization, tone, genre, purpose of the text and comment on current 
literary or social parallels) 

4. Midterm examination 
a. Final draft of multiple-draft essay or in-class timed essay demonstrating 

organizational skills, academic essay development, low advanced 
vocabulary and sentence structures 

b. Timed multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank examination assessing low 
advanced vocabulary skills, text analysis, reading comprehension of 
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authentic texts, application of academic reading skills, and low advanced 
sentence structures 

5. Final examination (evaluated using department-generated rubric) 
a. Final draft of multiple-draft essay or in-class timed essay demonstrating 

organizational skills, academic essay development, low advanced 
vocabulary and sentence structures 

b. Timed multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank examination assessing low 
advanced vocabulary skills, text analysis, reading comprehension of 
authentic texts, application of academic reading skills, and low advanced 
sentence structures 

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials 
1. CohenlMiller, NorthStar Reading and Writing Level 5, Third Edition, 

Longman, 2008 
2. WegmannlKnezevic, Mosaic 2 Reading, Silver Edition, McGraw-Hill, 2007 
3. Oshima/Hogue, Writing Academic English, Fourth Edition, Longman, 2006 
4. Instructor-generated materials such as paraphrasing, using quotation, and MLA 

citation methods 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
NOT-FOR-CREDIT (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(d». 
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