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This course is designed for ESL learners. It 
is the fourth of four levels covering 
intensive study of English grammar. It also 
introduces students to the Test of English as 
a Foreign Language (TOEFL). This course 
enhances ITS student retention and academic 
matriculation by offering students another 
point of entry into the ITS program. 
Optional 
LetterlPasslNoPass/SP 
As Needed 

Intensive low advanced grammar course in which skills are integrated and applied for 
success in an American college or university; preparation for the TOEFL. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Recognize and produce the English verb system at the low advanced level. 
B. Recognize and produce complex noun phrases, including noun clauses serving a 

variety of functions. 
C. Recognize and produce a variety of compound and complex sentences, including 

the use of full and reduced adverb and adj ective clauses. 
D. Use an expanding variety of complex sentence structures to establish academic 

coherence and style. 
E. Produce sentences that display appropriate use of gerunds, infinitives, and the 

passive voice at the low advanced level. 
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F. Apply low advanced test-taking techniques for the TOEFL structure section. 

V CONTENTS 
A. The Verb System 

1. Analysis and application of tense system to enhance academic writing style 
2. Modals and adverbials in a variety of academic applications 
3. Verb forms: gerunds, infinitives, base forms, subjunctive in context 
4. Passive voice: present and past 
5. Phrasal verbs 

B. Noun clauses 
1. Noun clauses as subjects and objects 
2. Noun clauses in quotation and paraphrase 
3. Noun clauses in reported speech 
4. Noun clauses with question words 
5. Noun clauses with wish 
6. Reduced noun clauses 

C. Adj ective Clauses and adj ective phrases 
1. Adjective + prepositions combinations 
2. Adjective pronouns in subject and object position 
3. Adjective clauses reduced to adjective phrases 
4. Restrictive and non-restrictive clauses 
5. Adjective clauses with question words 

D. Adverbial clauses and phrases 
1. Comparatives and superlatives (more diligent than; as skillfully as) 
2. Position of negative adverbs 
3. Full and reduced adverbial clauses 

a. Condition (whether or not, even if, unless, only if, providing that) 
b. Reason (because, since) 
c. Concession (although, even though) 
d. Time (when, while, since, before, after, as long as) 

E. Conditional structures 
1. Conditional structures in real habitual and future cases 
2. Conditional structures in unreal conditions: present, past, mixed time 
3. Subject-verb inversions in conditional structures 
4. Implied conditionals in conditional structures 

F. Test-taking techniques for the TOEFL examination 
1. Reinforcement of test format 
2. Test-taking techniques and low advanced level TOEFL structures 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

l. In-class assignments 
a. Reading and vocabulary assigmnents exhibiting target grammar point(s), 

such as list events in the correct order 
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b. Pair and group work exercises, games such as bingo, speaking exercises 
such as dialogues and interviews, such as listen to the speaker's 
predicament and give advice including six gerund or infinitives 

c. TOEFL Structure section practice exercises, such as choose the word or 
phrase that must be changed to correct the sentence 

d. Field trip such as de Young Museum, Diego Rivera Theater Mural, to 
promote cross-cultural awareness and exposure to North American culture 

2. Out-of-class assigrunents 
a. Weekly writing assigrunents to cover a grammar point, such as use 

concessions to summarize a variety of different viewpoints on a current 
social issue 

b. Grammar practice assigrunents such as fill-in the blanks, multiple choice 
and editing short passages from the textbook and supplementary 
workbook, such as change the adverb clauses in the passage to reduced 
adverb clauses where possible 

B. Evaluation 
L Vocabulary/Grammar quiz (multiple-choice) based on reading assigrunents 
2. Instructor monitoring of pair and group work discussions, games, and 

activities 
3. Rubric-based assessment of writing assigrunents (200 words or more) 

covering each maj or unit completed, such as find the verb tense errors and 
correct them 

4. Grammar quizzes or short passage editing assignments to cover small portions 
oflow advanced material covered in textbook, such as combine the two 
sentences into one complex sentence using ten unreal past conditionals 

5. Final examination (multiple choice and/or fill in the blank exercises to assess 
recognition and production of high beginning grammatical features and 
terminology) evaluated using department-generated rubric 

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials 
LAzar, Understanding and Using English Grammar, 4th edition, Longman, 

2009 
2. Maurer, Focus on Grammar 5, 4th edition, Pearson, 2012 
3. Pollock, Communicate What You Mean, 2nd edition, Prentice Hall Regents, 

2008 
4. Kesner Bland, Grammar Sense 4, 2"d edition, Oxford, 2012 
5. Instructor-generated materials on various grammatical features, such as read 

and summarize the news article using eight passive voice constructions 

VIL TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
NOT-FOR-CREDIT (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(d)). 
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