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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer(s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

H. Curriculum Committee Chair 

1. Vice Chancellor 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

April 2014 
Institute for International Students 
INTI 214 
Low Intermediate Reading/Writing 
Ken Brown, Carla Crocomo 

Catherine Hartman 

Joanne Low 

Melinda Weil 

Susan Lamb 

180 hours 
Not-for-credit 
None 
None 
None 
This course is designed for non-native 
speakers of English. It is the second of four 
levels covering academic ESL reading, 
writing, and sentence structure. This course 
offers extra practice for the TOEFL and 
prepares students to enter college/university 
in the US. 
Yes 
LetterlPasslNo Pass/SP 
As Needed 

Intensive practice in academic reading and writing skills, and strategies for success in 
American college/university; simple academic/literary passages from various gemes; 
single/multi-paragraph composition work; low intermediate level sentence structure; 
exposure to North American culture, preparation for the TOEFL. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Apply academic reading skills and strategies at the low intermediate level. 
B. Recognize and use an expanding variety of sentence structures, target vocabulary, 

and word forms. 
C. Plan, compose, organize, and revise written work. 
D. Sunnnarize information from general or adapted texts in an organized manner. 
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E. Identify and discuss characteristics of U.S. culture in a global context. 
F. Apply test-taking skills for TOEFL reading section 

V.CONTENT 
A. Reading 

1. Comprehension 
1. Distinction of main ideas and supporting information/details 
2. Identification of specific facts and information 
3. Introduction/recognition of common cultural references 

2. Analytical/Critical Reading (introduction/reinforcement) 
1. Introduction/recognition of geme and organization 
2. Recognition of unity 
3. Distinction between facts and opinions 
4. Recognition and comparison of ideas across readings 
5. Expression of ideas orally and in writing 
6. Support of basic inferences with facts 
7. Support of opinions with reasons and examples 

3. Skills and Strategies 
1. Reading of title, subheadings, captions to predict content 
2. Locating main ideas and supporting information/details 
3. Identifying organization and development 
4. Skimming and scanning 
5. Highlighting and annotating 
6. SummarizinglParaphrasing 

B. Writing 
1. Process Writing 

1. Pre-writing 
b. Outlining 
c. Drafting 
d. RevisionlEditing 

2. Composition 
1. Topic sentence 
2. Supporting sentences 
3. Summarizing 
4. Concluding/Transition sentence 
5. Paragraph development 

3. Revision 
1. Clarity and relevance 
2. Sentence order 
3. Vocabulary 
4. Fragments 
5. Run-on sentences 
6. Comma splices 
7. Mechanics (punctuation, capitalization, spelling) 
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4. Paragraph & essay genres 
1. Journals 
2. Letters (personal and business format) 
3. Summary 
4. Narrative/Descriptive 
5. AdvantagelDisadvantage 
6. Compare/Contrast 
7. Opinion 

C. Sentence Structure 
1. Subject-verb agreement 
2. Subordinators and coordinators 
3. Transitional phrases 
4. Real conditionals (reinforcement) 
5. Unreal conditionals (introduction) 
6. Gerunds and infInitives (as subjects and objects) 

D. Vocabulary 
1. Inference from context (Introduction/recognition) 
2. Word Forms, defInitions, synonyms, antonyms, idioms, phrasal verbs 
3. Word AffIxation (prefIx, root, suffIx) 
4. Transitional phrases 

E. Culture (content may include but is not limited to) 
1. Cross-cultural discussions 

a. North American holidays and traditions 
b. Arts and music 
c. Student life 

2. Cultural readings and articles 
a. Adapted short stories (e.g. O'Henry's Gift afthe Magi) 
b. North American business culture 
c. African American history 

3. Field trips and walking tours 
F. TOEFL Preparation Reading section (Introduction) 

1. Format 
2. Strategies/Skills 
3. Time management strategies 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class Assignments 
a. Sentence structure exercises (e.g. write a summary paragraph using eight 

gerunds and subjects) 
b. Paragraph practice exercises (e.g. compare/contrast educational methods of 

two different countries) 
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c. Revision exercises (e.g. find all punctuation/capitalization errors and 
correct them; circle all verbs and check for subject agreement; underline 
supporting information and check if they are connected to the main idea) 

d. Reading skills and comprehension exercises of short passages: individual, 
group or class reading for activities/discussion (e.g. where is the stetting of 
the story? How does the writer feel about ... ? Do you agree or disagree 
with hislher viewpoint?) 

e. TOEFL practice exercises (e.g. circle the word that best replaces the 
underlined word; what is the topic of the passage?) 

f. Small group discussions about general comprehension, inferences, or 
opinions of characters/events in adapted texts 

g. Field trips (e.g. the de Young Museum, Diego Rivera Theater Mural) to 
promote cross-cultural awareness and exposure to North American culture 

h. Field trip follow-up activities (e.g. describe one cultural feature you 
observed) 

2. Out -of-class Assignments 
a. Sentence structure exercises (e.g. describe your family or friends activities 

using comparative adverbs) 
b. Paragraph practice exercises (e.g. multiple-draft paragraphs of 150-300 

words on various topics (e.g. should sports be required for all college 
students?) incorporating a pre-writing strategy such as mind-map 

c. Revision exercises (e.g. add five descriptive/sensory adjectives to your 
paragraph) 

d. Extensive outside reading practice (e.g. read at least one adapted fiction or 
nonfiction work from Penguin Simplified Readers) 

e. Reading skills and comprehension exercises of low intermediate adapted 
passages (e.g. practice guessing new vocabulary from context or find the 
author's point of view) 

f. Periodical joumals related to readings or personal topics (e.g. 'My first day 
in the United States') 

B. Evaluation 
l. Periodical timed in-class quizzes 

a. Reading assignments to display basic comprehension and analysis of text 
organization (e.g. circle the main idea of the passage and underline the 
supporting information) 

b. Vocabulary (e.g. choose the best word to complete the sentence) 
c. Sentences structure assignments (e.g. combine sentences using coordinator 

or subordinator) 
d. Outlining or pre-writing activities for peer/teacher feedback 

2. In-class writing 
a. At least 2 timed paragraph writing assignments (e.g. 'the person I admire 

most' or 'three things that parents should teach their children') 
b. Sentence constructions that demonstrate target structures/vocabulary (e.g. 

use real conditionals to show cause and effect in sentences about topics 
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such as how ESL learners can develop their English ability outside of 
class) 

c. Paragraphs exercises that display target structures/vocabulary (e.g.write a 
paragraph using four words/phrases from the list) 

3. Out-of-class writing: 
a. Multiple drafts of single and multi-paragraph texts of approximately 150-

300 words each on various topics (e.g. the advantages and disadvantages of 
living in a big city) 

b. Written responses to readings in paragraph format (e.g. how do readings 1 
and 2 approach the same topic?) 

c. Summaries of short reading passages 
d. Written reports on simplified fictional or nonfictional readings (e.g. 

describe the main characters and comment on their personality, behavior, 
relationships, and how they change as a result of their experiences) 

4. Mid-term examination 
a. Final draft of multiple-draft paragraph and/or in-class timed paragraph 

demonstrating low intermediate control of content, organization and 
sentence structures 

b. Timed multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank examination assessing 
acquisition and application of low intermediate vocabulary skills, academic 
reading skills, and sentence structures 

5. Final examination (evaluated using department-generated rubric) 
a. Final draft of multiple-draft paragraph and/or in-class timed paragraph 

demonstrating low intermediate control of content, organization and 
sentence structures 

b. Timed multiple-choice and/or fill-in-the-blank examination assessing 
acquisition and application of low intermediate vocabulary skills, academic 
reading skills, and sentence structures 

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials 
1. F ellag, From Reading to Writing 3, First Edition, Pearson-Longman, 2010 
2. Hartmann/Blass, Quest Book 1: Reading/Writing, 2nd Edition, McGraw-Hill, 

2006 
3. Kim/Hartmann, Interactions 1 Reading, Silver Edition, McGraw-Hill, 2007 
4. Instructor-generated materials such as word form charts, transitional phrase 

practice handouts 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
NOT-FOR-CREDIT (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(d)). 
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