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II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 
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A. Course Justification 

D. Field Trips 
E. Method of Grading 
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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

April 2015 
Institute for International Students (IIS) 
INTI212A 
Low Intermediate Communication (Abridged) 
Susan Schall, Ken Brown, Paul Grimes 
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45 hours 
Not-for-Credit 
None 
None 
None 
This course is designed for ESL learners. It 
is the second of four levels covering 
academic ESL listening and speaking. It also 
introduces students to the TOEFL. This 
course enhances IIS student retention and 
academic matriculation by offering students 
another point of entry. 
Yes 
Letter, PasslNoPass, SP 
As Needed 

Intensive practice in communication skills and strategies for non-native English-speaking 
students who want to improve their English level, learn about North American culture, 
receive an introduction to the TOEFL examination and enter college or university. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A Apply low intermediate listening and speaking strategies for a variety of academic 
and social situations. 

B. Recognize and apply low intermediate level vocabulary, sentence structures, 
contractions, reductions, and pronunciation skills in a variety of academic and 
social situations. 

C. Describe U.S. culture in a global context. 
D. Apply test taking techniques to complete TOEFL listening tasks. 
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V.CONTENT 
A. Listening skills and strategies 

1. Extraction of main ideas and important information from context 
2. Recognition of contractions and reduced forms 
3. Recognition of sequence markers in narration (e.g. time order) 
4. Comprehension in spite of interference (e.g. first language interference) 
5. Mood or attitude of speaker (e.g. tone of voice) 
6. Interpretation of changes in meaning from stress and intonation 

B. Speaking skills and strategies 
1. Presentation skills (speaking voice, eye contact, visuals) 
2. Functions 

a. Showing agreement/disagreement 
b. Asking for clarification 
c. Interrupting and interjecting 

3. Vocabulary 
a. Low intermediate level idioms and phrasal verbs 
b. Words for describing feelings, people, places, objects 

C. Pronunciation 
1. Consonants and vowels (minimal pairs) 
2. Word stress and sentence intonation 
3. Contractions (wanna, gonna, hath) 

D. Culture (content may include but is not limited to) 
1. Field trips and walking tours 
2. Social customs 
3. Proxemics 
4. Polite Expressions (excuse me; thank you) 
5. Small talk and culture-appropriate topics 
6. North American holidays 

E. TOEFL Examination Listening section 
1. Test format 
2. Test taking techniques 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class Assignments 
a. Dialogues, role-plays and interviews prepared and written by students, 

covering topics, such as weekend plans 
b. Dictations, such as new vocabulary in sentences 
c. Brief oral presentations lasting 2-4 minutes in small groups or to 

whole class, such as my treasure, my trip to ... 
d. Field trips to SF Bay Area site, venue or district to showcase its history 

and culture with follow up assignment 
2. Out-of-class Assignments: Dialogue and presentation preparation (e.g. 

research movies to use information in dialogues; research art or music) 
B. Evaluation 
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1. Rubric-based observation of listening and speaking activities designed to 
display ability to use speaking skills at a low intermediate level, such as 
extracting important information from context 

2. Rubric-based observation of brief group and individual oral presentations 
lasting 2-4 minutes designed to display ability to use presentation skills and 
strategies at a low intermediate level, in topics such as the use of free time 

3. Dictation tests such as ten short sentences describing famous people, designed 
to display the ability to use new vocabulary acquisition at the low intermediate 
level 

4. Timed multiple-choice and/or fill-in the blank quizzes to assess application of 
listening skills, vocabulary items and/or idioms, such as multiple choice 
questions 

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials 
1. Brooks, Q Skills for Success 2: Listening and Speaking, First Edition, Oxford 

University Press, 2010 
2. Mills/Frazier, NorthStar: Listening and Speaking Level 2, Third Edition, 

Pearson Longman, 2008 
3. Tanka/Baker, Interactions 2: Listening and Speaking, Sixth Edition, McGraw

Hill,2012 
4. Instructor-generated materials for various listening/speaking tasks (e.g. info 

gap crossword puzzle to reinforce comparative adjective forms) 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
NOT-FOR-CREDIT (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(d)). 
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