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Global conflicts concerning queer human
rights play out through LGBT art and
culture. In a world that is becoming more of
a global community, this course explores the
differences and commonalities that lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender art and
culture from different global regions have.
Through visual art, literature, film, and
music, this course examines contemporary
queer cultures from separate regions ofthe
world. Complex issues surrounding
imperialism, colonialism, Diaspora, and the
struggles for LGBT visibility and rights in
contemporary global queer art and culture
will be considered.
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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Learn about the differences and commonalities of LGBT people from different global regions as
reflected through art and culture. From Brazil to China, Italy to India, and Israel to Palestine, this
course examines contemporary LGBT writers, artists, filmmakers, and musicians within a global
context.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
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Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:
A. Analyze lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender cultures from different regions of the

globe using contemporary representations of art, literature, film, and music.
B. Critically approach key issues in the social construction of LGBT identity in various

regions of the world with a keen understanding of the ways that cultural identity is
infonned by issues that include politics, religion, and colonial history.

C. Examine the cultural importance of the specificities of cultural identity combined with
queer identity.

V. CONTENTS
A. Introduction

1. Problems defining a global LGBT identity in art and culture
a. Colonialism/Imperialism
b. Critique of language - in some cultures, a lack of language to define LGBT identity

and behavior
c. Problems of Western labels being used globally

B. The following are examples - this is not a specific list
1. Latin America

a. Examining tenns for LGBT people from maricon to muxes
b. Exploring art, film and literature such as Puig's Kiss of the Spider Woman, Frida

Kahlo's art, and Alea and Tabio's Fresa y Chocolate
c. Analysis of political issues concerning communism, revolutionaries, and Latin

American queer cultural production
2. Asia

a. Defining difficulties with Western tenninology
b. Examining lingering issues of imperial violence
c. Analyzing problems of the West exoticizing the East
d. Exploring art, film, literature, and transgender performance art such as Dawesar's

Babyji, Stanley Kwan's Lan Yu, Takarazuka, Japanese drag queen playing cards
from the British Museum

3. The Middle East
a. Analyzing the role of religion in LGBT art and culture
b. Comparing artists and filmmakers working within the Israeli/Palestinian conflict
c. Interrogating notions that queer identity can become an equalizer in the middle of

nationalist violence
4. Europe

a. Critiquing the differences between Eastern and Western European experience and
the influence on queer art and culture

b. Exploring exiled queer immigrant artists and filmmakers throughout Europe in
countries such as the Netherlands, Spain, France, and England

c. Analyzing the punk as a queer, working-class art fonn beginning in the U.K. and
penneating the European continent

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

I. In-class
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a. viewing and discussion of films
b. short student presentations

2. Out ofclass
a. readings from assigned texts
b. short reflective papers in which students analyze art and cultural productions

covered in class
c. mid-term essay exam
d. final analytical research project that examines works ofart, literature, film, or music

in line with the course theme
B. Evaluation

1. All papers will be graded and returned with written comments
2. Midterm exam on material covered in the first half of the course
3. Final project of an extended critical analysis
4. In-class presentation

C. Textbooks and articles such as
I. Manuel Puig's Kiss of the Spider Woman
2. Sara Levi Calderon's The Two Mujeres
3. Abha Dawesar's Babyji
4. Bazhe's Damages
5. Excerpts from Queer Globalizations: Citizenship and the Afterlife of Colonialism
6. Excerpts from Partings at Dawn: a Japanese Gay Literary Anthology

D. Examples of visual art such as
1. Frida Kahlo's paintings
2. Multimedia works ofGilbert and George
3. The Homomonument
4. Various pieces of queer art from the British Museum

E. Films such as
I. Fire
2. Fresa Y Chocolate
3. Le Fate Ignorante

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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