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III. CATALOG DESCRlPTION 

March 2015 
Journalism 
JOUR 37 
Introduction to Photojournalism 
Juan Gonzales , , 

Douglas E. Bish 

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
PHOTO 51 
This basic photojournalism techniques 
course with an emphasis on 
photojournalistic style and content is 
required for the major in journalism. 
No 
Letter 
o 

Emphasizes concepts of photojournalism such as news and feature photography. 
Assigmnents will involve photographing people and visual story-telling at a level 
appropriate for publication such as in campus publications. Access to Single Lens Reflex 
(SLR) digital or film camera required. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Organize photographic assigmnents that coordinate with reporters, editors and 
designers. 

B. Create aesthetically appealing compositions using various creative tools and 
camera techniques. 

C. Integrate skills in photographic story-telling, reporting and editing using Adobe 
Photoshop techniques and related computer program and equipment. 

D. Create and maintain a portfolio of photojournalism images. 

V. CONTENTS 
A. Technical skills for cameras and lenses 

1. Available light 
2. Using aperture and shutter speed to create desired effects 
3. Depth of field 
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4. Motiuon blur: panning and blurring 
B. Aesthetic development in composition 

I. Backgrounds 
2. Creative devices 

C. The news photographer's assignment 
1. Portraits 
2. Features 
3. General News 
4. Sports 
5. Photo Stories 
6. Creating and maintaining a photojournalism portfolio 

D. Skills for the newsroom 
1. Ethics 
2. Captioning 
3. Deadlines 
4. Photojournalism and the law 

E. Photojournalism and technology 
1. Archiving 
2. Digital workflow 
3. Digital editing 
4. Photshop for publication 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class group critiques on student photojournalistic assignments, such as 
human profiles and sports game action 

2. Out-of-class 
a. Students will use the City College campus and the city of San Francisco as 

a laboratory to photograph events on campus and throughout the city for 
such assignments as portraits, planned community general news, feature 
photo hunting, and competitive high school, college or professional 
sporting events. 

b. Students will write an essay on such topics as profiling a professioanl 
photojournalist, descrbing and critiquing a photo exhibit, assessing what a 
speakers says about photojournalism, etc. 

c. Students are expected to develop Picture Story proposals that fall into 
categories such as personality profile story, place story, or relationship 
story 

d. Required and recommended reading on topics such as digital editing, 
ethics, photo captioning and photoshop techniques 

e. Students will create a photographic portfolio that contains a minimum of 
16-20 images 

B. Evaluation 
1. Midterm on material covered in the class and related readings on such topics 

as the assignment, spot news, general news, features and portraits 
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2. Final exam on course material related to such topics as photographic 
techniques, creating an portfolio, and visual story telling 

3. Active participation in critique discussions 
4. Photographic assignments on such topics as spot news and features to gage 

student performance related to meeting deadlines, aesthetic standards, 
technical standards, and content standards 

5. Final project that focuses on producing a professional portfolio of 
photographic work 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Kobre, Ken, Photojournalism: the Professional's Approach, Butterworth, 

Burlington, MA, 2005 
2. Articles from trade magazines, such as News Photographer 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a). 
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