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I. COURSE SPECIHCS

Spring 1999

Foreign Languages

Japanese 39 - 49

Japanese Culture and Civilization

A. Title:

B. HourslWeek:

C. Units:

D. Advisories:

E. Course Description:

F. Field Trips:

G. Method of Grading:

H. Repeatability:

II. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Japanese Culture and Civilization

3 lecture hours

3 units

JAPA 39: ENGL 96 or placement in ENGL IA
No knowledge of Japanese required

A consideration of the major achievements of Japanese culture as
reflected in language, literature, art, religion and daily life. CSUIUC

N/A

JAPA 39: Letter grades only; JAPA 49: CreditINo Credit grades only

N/A

JAPA 39. Japanese Culture and Civilization (3)
Lec-3
Advise.: Eligible for ENGL lA
No knowledge of Japanese required
Not open to students who are enrolled in or have completed JAPA 49
A consideration of the major achievements of Japanese culture as reflected in language, literature,
art, religion and daily life. CSUIUC
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JAPA 49. Japanese Culture and Civilization (3)
Lec-3 CRINCR only
No knowledge ofJapanese required
Not open to students who are enrolled in or have completed JAPA 39
A consideration of the major achievements of Japanese culture as reflected in language, literature,
art, religion and daily life.

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES

When students have finished this course, they should be able to

A. relate the geographic location and climate of the Japanese islands to important aspects of
Japanese culture and civilization.

B. trace the evolution of the Japanese language and contrast Japanese to other Oriental and
Western languages.

C. describe the essentials of Japanese calligraphy and writing systems and analyze their impact
on the development of art and literature.

D. define and contrast the major religionslbelief systems and identify how they are reflected in
Japanese art, architecture, literature and daily life.

E. describe and discuss the unique Japanese attitude toward pursuing aesthetic satisfaction in
daily life: flower arranging, pottery, gardens, food presentation, etc. by giving an in-class
presentation/demonstration.

F. describe the history of literature and analyze Japanese literature and theater in translation
through reading and discussion of books selected by the instructor.

G. show the development of Japan from an isolated culture to a world power and analyze her
relationship with Western ideas as mirrored in literature, film, music and art.

IV. COURSE CONTENT

A. Introduction

The instructor will explain the content of the course, list the books to be used, the dates when
the readings are to be completed, the instructional objectives, the necessity of regular
attendance and participation in class discussions, the nature and frequency of tests and the
standards for evaluation.

B. The course is divided chronologically as follows:

• Japan before 710 A.D.
• Nara, Heian, Kamakura, Muromachi and Momoyama
• Edo - Tokugawa, Meiji
• The present
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C. The course will include and/or touch upon the following topics:

Poetry, drama, novel, music, visual arts, architecture, esthetics, ethics, religion and philosophy,
everyday life, warfare, major geographic, economic and historical influences, major
intellectual currents, political organization, and the impact of technology

V. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments

1. Lectures
The instructor provides background materials on the literature and culture, explains special
structural formations in literary styles and unusual terminology, helps students make
comparative studies on the authors and their writings.

2. Discussions
Students are expected to cover assigned reading materials independently and to participate
in classroom discussions guided by the instructor.

3. Weekly reading assignments

4. Viewing of corresponding videos, films, etc.

5. Individual and small group projects demonstrating how the work(s) under discussion
relate to other art form(s) of the time.

B. Evaluation

The final grade will be based upon

1. Classroom performance: attendance, preparation and well founded contributions to
classroom discussions

2. Written assignments and/or oral presentations and projects

3. Quizzes and exams

4. Midterm examination (at the discretion of the instructor)

5. Comprehensive written final examination
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C. Texts and Other Materials

1. Text Varley, H. P., Japanese Culture, Praeger Publishers (or text of a similar nature)

2. Reading selections in translation from Japanese poetry, The Tale of Genji. The Tales ofHeike
and other important literary works; specific titles will depend upon availability of materials

2. Supplemental Material~: Instructor-prepared materials; videos, maps, films, slides, etc.

VI. REQUESTED CREDIT CLASSIFICATION

Credit/Degree applicable [meets all standards of Title V, Section 55002(a)]


