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A. How is this course (Japanese lA) particularly suited to being offered online?
Japanese lA has had consistently high enrollments in day classes and evening classes.
Students who enroll in Japanese lA have diverse language backgrounds. Since most of the
high schools in San Francisco offer Japanese language courses, students who have taken
some Japanese in high school want to continue. There is a big curriculum variance between
high schools. Students who completed City College 1A equivalent course in their high
school and accomplish their language competency are able to skip Japanese lA and
continue to take Japanese lB at City College. However, students who have not completed
the equivalent of Japanese course of lA, start from the beginning at City College. Also,
students who took elementary Japanese in high school and other institutions a long time
ago, often start from the beginning. Students who have never studied Japanese language
enroll in Japanese lA. Since individual students have specific strengths and weaknesses, it
is ideal for them to develop in a more individualized curriculum. Online skill-building
activities can help students improve their weaknesses and enhance their strengths. For
example, some students need to practice and review grammar and vocabulary exercises
repeatedly using technology. Online skill building activities provide a less threatening
environment and immediate feedback. Proficiency and fluency in Japanese are developed
by repeated practice. Also, the computer serves as a tool for authentic communication and
as a resource for authentic culture via the Internet and Japanese Web sites. Students can
exchange electronic mail in Japanese among classmates and native speakers of Japanese.
Students can practice conversation in Japanese via internet telephone. In conclusion, the
students learn using a tool that provides abundant practice, with depth of understanding,
and with relevance to the target culture.

B. How does this course help meet the goals of the:
1. College: Since the college has a diverse student population, students have
different educational backgrounds, different learning styles, and different needs.
The Chinese, French, Italian, and Spanish programs have successfully
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introduced online language programs, because these online programs can meet
their needs. It is important to extend the online courses to include the Japanese
language.

2. Department: As a cohesive department, it is important to offer equal
opportunities to choose to learn any language from online courses. Adding an
online Japanese course, the Foreign Language department can open access to
groups who are interested in taking online Japanese courses.

3. Program: The Japanese program has many students who are unable to spend
long stretches of time in a classroom. They may work full time or have varied
responsibilities. They may be people with disabilities which prevent them from
attending courses on a regular basis. The Japanese program can serve this
population, and it is beneficial to all possible students as a learning opportunity.

III. INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY

A. What methods of delivery will be used to offer this course?
The course will be delivered via Internet, the internet phone, and other methods
such as the textbook, the Hiragana workbook, supplemental worksheets, three
face-to-face meetings: orientation, midterm exam, and final exam.

B. What methods will be used to communicate between instructor and students?
Communication is via announcements on the course's WebCT site, email, the
internet phone (SKYPE), telephone, feedback written on online exercises, the
electronic discussion board, and paper handouts.

C. How many hours are students expected to use the specified technology?
The six hours per week may be on the internet.

D. How will instructor and student contact be maintained, including the frequency of
contact?
The instructor provides weekly study plans with explanations and assignments via
the WebCT course site. The instructor responds to all student email as often as it
is received. Every three or four days, the instructor interjects postings on the
discussion board in response to student postings. The instructor sends feedback to
the students after every assignment is reviewed. Every other week, under
achieving students are contacted by email or telephone to provide guidance in
catching up.

IV. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments
1. Study of grammar and vocabulary requires students to analyze, transform,

contrast, and in general, apply the principles introduced in each lesson, as
well as recall the vocabulary. The major learning outcome is the
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development of language skills sufficient to facilitate the expression of
personal ideas and experiences.

2. Oral exercises provide language practice, such as:
a. Oral reading of dialogues
b. Substitution drills
c. Question and answer exercise
d. Interpretation of Japanese phrases and sentences in English.
e. Creation of original dialogues on assigned topics.

3. Practice and master Japanese phonetic written characters, Hiragana.
4. Online Language Laboratory: 2 hours per week of listening and speaking

practice are required.
5. Exercises are written and submitted online.
6. Compositions, which synthesize the knowledge acquired in directed

writing exercises, are submitted online.
7. Compose personal reflections on cultural topics and post them on the

course's electronic discussion board. Read and respond to the postings of
the class.

8. Review Web sites linked to the course site, and post commentary on the
electronic discussion board.

9. Exchange text and voice messages in Japanese with other students in the
course via the Website.

B. Evaluations
1. Oral testing:

(a) The student will phone the instructor at an appointed time and speak in
Japanese in response to questions and directions in order to assess the
student's recall of required vocabulary, his or her mastery of grammatical
structures, and his or her pronunciation and intonation; and for further
assessment of these outcomes.
(b) The student will make audio recordings of their directed responses and
provide them to the instructor as digital files, or the student may leave
their directed response as voicemail.

2. Written testing:
(a) Online quizzes and chapter exams to evaluate the student's mastery of
grammar and vocabulary through objective test questions to include
multiple-choice, matching, fill-in, short answer and paragraph responses.
(b) Compositions submitted online to the instructor to demonstrate the
integration of newly-acquired vocabulary and grammar with previous
learning.
(c) Face-to-face midterm and final examinations that include sections to
assess proficiencies in speaking, listening comprehension, reading
comprehension, vocabulary recall, grammar application and cultural
knowledge.
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C. Evaluation (test and exam) Protocols

1. Online written quizzes and test are taken once. Students are under the code
of the honor system to not use reference people or materials during testing.

2. After the deadline for completion, the instructor assesses their work and
provides written feedback, a grade and corrected answers online.

3. Oral quizzes are done by phone or audio files submitted as email
attachments. Grades and written feedback are sent to the student in email.

4. The face-to-face midterm exam and final exam are administered in a City
College classroom. The final exam and the midterm exam are taken with
paper and pen. Corrections and feedback of the midterm exam are
provided online. The final exam is kept on file and may be viewed by the
student by appointment with the instructor.

D. Textbooks and Instructional Materials

1. Text: Learn Japanese, University of Hawaii Press, 1984
Japanese lA covers Volume I, Lessons 1-10
(or similar text)

2. Supplemental materials
a. Hiragana worksheets
b. Other instructor prepared materials
c. Pictures, drawings, maps, etc.
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City College of San Francisco
Course Outline of Record

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

A.

B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Date of Approval:
1. Minor Revision
Department:
Course Number:
Course Title:
Preparer
Chair
Dean

September, 1998
February, 2007
Foreign Language
JAPA 1A
Elementary Japanese
Mik~tsumura.
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II. COURSE SPECIFICS

A.
B.
C.

D.
E.
F.
G.

Hour(s)
Units
Prerequisites
Co requisite
Advisories

Course Justification
Field Trip
Method of Grading
Repeatability

3 hours plus 2 lab hours
3 units
None
None
ENGL 93 or 94 or higher; or ESL 160 or 82
or higher or any City college or university
foreign language course
Standard foundation course for transfer
No
Option: letter grade or credit/no credit grades
a

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Beginner's course in grammar, composition, and reading. Practice in speaking
and understanding Japanese.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:
A. Identify and use appropriate vocabulary
B. Recognize and produce sentences using appropriate sentence structure,

through communicative activities, translation and composition
C. Use listening strategies appropriate for engagement in daily activities
D. Use speaking functions appropriate for engagement in daily activities
E. Narrate and describe, in paragraph-length connected discourse, both orally

and in writing
F. Write sentences appropriate to the elementary level
G. Apply knowledge learned in culturally appropriate real life situations
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'V. CONTENT

A. Grammar
1. Basic verbs: perfect and imperfect; affirmative and negative forms
2. Basic particles (o=object particle, wa=subject particle, e=direction and

etc.)
3. 'Variation of basic particles (mo=inclusion, de=location with action

verbs, in=location with existence verbs and etc.)
4. Basic interrogative expressions
5. Basic and colloquial expression used in every day conversation
6. Inflective forms of basic adjectives; basic sentence structures;

invitation; preference, volitional

B. Listening and Speaking
1. Pronunciation: Sounds of consonants and vowels, long vowels, double

consonants, and contracted sound
2. Identifying implicit information of speaker and detecting mood, attitude or

feeling of speaker in an appropriate cultural context
3. Expressing options
4. Discussing topics related to the material studied
5. Conducting interviews
6. Preparing and delivering of a brief oral presentation

C. Reading and Writing
1. Mastery of Japanese phonetic written characters: Hiragana
2. Mastery of Rooma-ji usage
3. Translation
4. Questions/answers based on reading selections
5. Apply structures learned to writing sentences about daily activities,

preference, etc.

D. Culture
1. The educational system
2. Tokyo and districts
3. Historicallandmarks
4. Food
5. Housing
6. Traditional performing art such as Kabuki, Noh, and Bunraku

'VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments
1. In class

a. Study and application of grammar rules
b. Pronunciation improvement exercises
c. Oral reading of dialogues and prose

Foreign Language, JAPA lA, Elementary Japanese, March 2007 page 2 of3



d. Transformational grammar exercises
e. Question and answer exercises
f. General conversational practice in class
g. Interpretation of Japanese phrases and sentences in English
h. Dictation and listening exercise
i. Read and write Hiragana characters, sentences, and paragraphs.
j. Answering questions from reading in Hiragana
k. Discussion of cultural topics

2. Out of class
a. Study and application of grammar rules
b. Memorization of vocabulary
c. Question and answer exercises
d. Creation of original dialogues on assigned topics
e. Language laboratory listening and speaking practice
f. Written exercise in text book
g. Directed compositions that synthesize the knowledge acquired
h. Reading of cultural information
i. Practice Hiragana reading and writing
j. Answering questions from reading in Hiragana

B. Evaluations
1. Classroom performance, preparation and participation
2. Assigned oral and written exercises
3. Brief written or oral quizzes
4. Written examination after completion of each chapter
5. Mid-term examination
6. Final comprehensive written examination

C. Textbooks and Instructional Materials
1. Text: Learn Japanese, University of Hawaii Press, 1984

Japanese lA covers Volume I, Lessons 1-10
(Or similar text)

2. Supplemental materials
a. 1A: Hiragana worksheets
b. Other instructor prepared materials
c. Pictures, drawings, maps, etc.

VII. TITLE V CLASSIFICATION

Credit / Degree applicable [meets all the standards of title 5, section 55002 (a)].
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