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I. COURSE SPECIFICS

Spring 1999

Foreign Languages

Beginning Conversational Japanese
(Based on LET'S LEARN JAPANESE)

Japapese lOA (Telecourse Version)

Japanese Faculty

A. TITLE: Beginning Conversational Japanese

B. HOURSIWEEK: 3 lecture hours and 2 laboratory hours

C. UNITS: ' 3 units

D. PREREQUISITES: Not open to native speakers of Japanese. Open to all beginning
students.

E. COURSE Extensive oral practice of the language. Designed for students who
DESCRIPTION: wish to acquire basic skills of spoken Japanese. CSU.

F. FIELD TRIPS: NtA

G. METHOD OF Option of Letter grade or Credit/No Credit grades
GRADING:

H. REPEATABILITY: NtA

n. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION

Same as I above
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ill. TELECOURSE DESCRIPTION

This section of Japanese lOA is a telecourse based on the Japan FoundationlKenkyusha
production video series, "LET'S LEARN JAPANESE: Yan and the Japanese People."
LET'S LEARN JAPANESE is a telecourse for those who wish to learn basic skills of the
Japanese languages. The use of video materials featuring the experiences of a foreigner in
Japan gives ample opportunities to effectively learn and understand the language and its
culture. Each episode, which deals with a culturally authentic situation, is accompanied by
illustration and explanation of the contents.

IV. COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course: students will be able to:

1. identify the basic sounds and rhythms of the Japanese language and reproduce them
as accurately as possible.

2. identify the basic structures introduced during the semester.

3. apply these structures in basic oral communication in Japanese socio-linguistic
context.

V. COURSE CONTENT

1. Episode 1 - Arrival and Greetings (Lesson 1 & 2)
Introduction and to name things

2. Episode IT - Moving In (Lesson 3 & 4)
To describe position and how things are

3. Episode ill - Getting Around (Lesson 5 & 6)
To make up a request

4. Episode IV - First Day at work (Lesson 7 & 8)
To permit and to prohibit

5. Episode V - A Day with a Family (Lesson 9 & 10)
To describe daily actions (present tense)

6. Episode IV - A Trip to Nikko (Lesson 11 & 12)
To describe actions (past tense and invitation)

7. Episode VIII - Shopping (Lesson 15 & 16)
To describe things (adjective past tense) and comparison
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VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
Students will attend a two hour orientation, two hour mid-tenn and three hour final and be
encouraged to attend two two-hour review sessions during the semester. In addition they
will view the course videos, (LET'S LEARN JAPANESE (14 half hour segments, watched
at lest twice.) They are expected to listen to the audio tapes accompanied by the text one
hour per week. Additionally, they must work with the workbook exercises for which they
will need at least one hour for each of the 14 lessons covered

A. Assignments

1. Televised video presentation (two viewing of each lesson)

2. Self-correcting exercises

3. Conversation practice with a language partner on the phone for half an hour per
week

4. Telephone conference with an instructor at least bi-weekly

5. Handouts (they will be corrected and returned to students)

B. Evaluation
Students are evaluated upon the following:

1. Bi-weekly quizzes (oral and written)

2. Assignments

3. A mid-tenn and final examination in class

C. Texts and Other Materials

1. Texts Let's Learn Japanese Basic I vol. 1 and 2, The Japan Foundation, Kenkyusha
2. Handouts/worksheets prepared by the instructor

VII. REQUESTED CREDIT CLASSIFICATION

Credit/degree applicable [meets all standards of Title V, Section 55002 (a)]
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