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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Approval Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer( s) 
F. Department Chairperson 
G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

April 2015 
Foreign Languages 
ITAL 41 
Culture and Civilization of Italy 

~:~~~e~:~4 ... ,~ ~~ 
Jeffrey Lamb~_~---'A~I97""r-~":7------

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
ENGL 96 or placement in ENGL lA 
To provide information on Italian culture in 
English. Elective course for Italian Major 
and Certificate of Accomplishment. When 
students have finished this course, they 
should be able to trace Italian culture and 
civilization from its beginnings to the 
present. As this course is a very condensed 
panoramic overview, students will 
understand and be able to relate the maj or 
developments of Italian culture and 
civilization. Students will also develop one 
theme over a period of time in which they 
will acquire more in depth knowledge. This 
course contextualizes study of Italian 
language. 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

The course presents the culture of Italy: the most renowned features of Italian culture in 
the context of its geography, social institutions, and cultural evolution. Samples of works 
of literature, art, and architecture by the most famous figures of each field are examined. 
No knowledge ofItalian required 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Describe the main features ofItalian culture and civilization from its beginning to 
the present. 

B. Distinguish the most relevant elements of past Italian culture commonly 
acknowledged as contributing to contemporary culture. 
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C. Identify major Italian past and present writers, thinkers, political leaders, 
musicians and artists. 

D. Demonstrate knowledge of major Italian religious and political currents expressed 
in the writings of eminent figures in Italian culture and identify related concepts. 

V. CONTENTS 
A. The Roman tradition 

1. Reform of the calendar, the law 
2. The Republic, Caesar and the empire 
3. Catullus' love poetry, satire, Ovid's mythology 
4. Master builders 

B. The religious tradition 
1. Saint Benedict's monasticism 
2. Saint Francis 
3. Saint Thomas Aquinas 

C. Preservation of spreading of knowledge 
I. Earliest universities, Frederick II 
2. Dante Alighieri's Comedy 

D. The innovators 
I. The rise of capitalism 
2. Petrarca and modern lyric 
3. Boccaccio and literary realism 
4. Inventors of the visual language of Renaissance 

E. Men of action 
1. Lorenzo de' Medici, patron of the arts 
2. The condottiere 
3. The explorers 

F. The genius, a new concept 
1. Leonardo da Vinci 
2. Michelangelo Buonarotti 
3. Machiavelli 

G. The great literati 
I. Castiglione's sprezzatura, Aretino, Della Casa's Galateo, Palladio's On 

Building 
H. The musical tradition 

1. Peri's Euridice 
2. The violin and the piano 
3. Monteverdi 

1. The scientists 
1. Galileo, modern astronomy 
2. Cesare Beccaria 
3. Electricity; Marconi and Fermi 

J. Contemporary trailblazers 
1. Ferrari 
2. The art of apparel 

K. The moviemakers 
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1. Rossellini 
2. Visconti (Viewing of The Leopard) 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments: 
a. Small group discussions of events in Italian history and their impact on 

cultural products such as architecture, music, art, and literature 
b. Presentations by students on various topics such as architecture, music, 

art, and literature 
c. Formal oral presentation: each student will make an oral presentation to 

the class on a topic chosen in consultation with the instructor, such as 
music (an Italian opera or arias or the history of the Italian violin), art (a 
particular painting by an artist from the Renaissance), and literature (a 
work by Dante Alighieri, Boccaccio or Petrarca) 

2. Out-of-class assignments: 
a. Readings in selected novels, plays and internet assignments on various 

topics such as architecture, music, art and literature 
b. Oral and written assignments based on textbook 
c. Papers: two short papers (3-5 pages each); one will be on a historical topic 

or person from the periods studied and one will be on a work of art, music 
or literature, such as la Divina Commedia relating this work to its socio
historical context 

B. Evaluation 
1. Classroom performance and participation in all activities 
2. Formal oral presentation on topic of student's choice 
3. Two short papers, one on a historical topic or person, one on an artistic work 
4. Final exam including short identification of historical figures, events, and 

works of art; chronology and essay questions on all the periods of Italian 
history studied 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. D'Epiro, Peter and Desmond Pinkiwish, Mary Sprezzatura, 50 ways Italian 

genius shaped the world, Anchor Books. 2001. 
2. Internet resources such as, RAI http://www.rai.it/Corriere della sera, 

http://www.corriere.it/; La repubblica, http://www.repubblica.it/ 
3. Library resources such as the EBSCO database 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a» 
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