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City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Prepared by 
F. Department Chair 
G. Dean 

October 2013 
Foreign Languages 
ITAL 15B 
Advanced Conversational Italian 
Claudio Concin 

Carol Reitan_'=~=~--L 8q~==:::~"" 
Jeffrey Lamb ___ ~ 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hour(s) Lecture - 3 (52.5 total) 

Laboratory - 2 (35 total) 
B. Unites) 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trip(s) 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

3 
IT AL 10D or 3A+3B or demonstration of 
ITAL 10D or 3A+3B exit skills 
Italian 15A is not a prerequisite for Italian 
15B 
None 
None 
Provides further opportunity for Italian conversation 
practice while learning about Italian culture and 
civilization. Elective course for both the Italian Major 
and Certificate of Accomplishment in Italian 
No 
Letter grade, PassINo Pass 
o 

Continuation of extensive oral training in Italian. Designed for students who wish to 
acquire more advanced skills in conversational Italian. The major difference between 
Italian 15A and 15B is in rcading and oral assignments. The courses focus on specific 
topics (literature, fine arts, current affairs) but include different grammar topics. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion ofthis course a student will be able to: 
A. Process linguistic information freely without hesitation and with near

native fluency. 
B. Comprehend and use complex structures when interacting orally. 
C. Participate effectively and accurately in conversation at the advanced 

level. 
D. Speak fluently with correct pronunciation, grammar, and syntax about 

aspects ofItalian literature, culture, and civilization. 
E. Compare and contrast aspects of Italian culture and society. 
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V. CONTENT 
A. Vocabulary associated with topics such as: 

1. Intennediate to advanced vocabulary concerning the Italian university 
a. Italian grading system 
b. Erasmus 

2. The importance of the family in Italian society today 
a. The changes in Italian family 
b. The role of women in society 

3. Health and sport activities 
a. Mediterranean diet 
b. Italian cuisine 
c. Sport in schools 

B. Linguistic 
1. The hypothetical sentences 

a. If clauses 
b. Sequence of tenses and moods 
c. Other usage of SE followed by the imperfect subjunctive 

2. Adverbs 
a. Adverbs followed by -mente 
b. Other common adverbs 
c. Adverbs with suffixes 
d. Adverbial expressions 
e. Position of adverbs 

3. Comparative 
a. Regular and irregular comparatives 
b. Comparatives of equality 
c. Comparatives of inequality 
d. Comparatives followed by a conjugated verb 

4. Superlatives 
a. Relative superlative 
b. Absolute superlative 
c. Absolute superlatives by adding -issimo 
d. Absolute superlatives by using adverbs 
e. Absolute superlatives by adding a prefix 
f. Irregular superlatives 

5. The infinitive 
a. Usage of infinitive 
b. Infinitive preceded by a preposition 
c. Other prepositions that can introduce an infinitive such as invece di, 

oltre a, piuttosto, prima che, senza, tranne 
d. Usage of the past infinitive 

6. The genmd 
a. Simple gerund 
b. The compound gerund 
c. Usage of the simple gerund 
d. Usage of the compound genmd 

7. The participle 
a. The present participle 
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b. The past participle 
c. Usage of the past participle 
d. Usage of the participle with an auxiliary verb 

8. The verb fare ( to make, have, get) 
a. Usage of fare in the causative construction 
b. Farsi+ infinitive 
c. The causative constructions of fare and farsi 

9. The verb lasciare ( to let, to allow, to permit) 
a. Noun objects follow the infinitive 
b. Lasciare followed by a reflexive verb 
c. Usage of the verbs Lasciare and permettere di 
d. Verbs of perception 

10. Ordinal numbers 
11. Prepositions 

a. Usage of prepositions after verbs or verbal expressions 
C. Cultme 

1. Readings and discussions ofItalian literatme 
2. Texts dealing with history, cultme, civilization and cmrent affairs 

a. Readings from Italian newspapers and magazines 
3. The Italian university system, the influence of the role of women at 

work, the health system and the importance sport in the Italian society 
also in comparison to other countries 
a. Excerpts from writings about Italian education, family and sport 

(eg; Riccardo Ferrazzi, Stefani a Trivigno,etc.) 
b. Erasmus 
c. Maria Montessori school 
d. Italian students' web sites 
e. TV media websites 
f. Italian health system 
g. Songs and videos that accompany the textbook 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments: 
a. Oral reading 
b. Pronunciation improvement exercises 
c. Substitution drills 
d. Question and answer exercises 
e. General conversation practice on different topics such as school, 

women at work and health system 
f. Multiple choice answers and true/false questions 
g. Active participation in class activities/role playing on topics such as 

the university system in Italy, taking exams, and practicing sport in Italy 
h. Discussion of cultural readings from textbook and videos such as Italian 

TV and movies 
i. Discussions comparing Italian and United States cultures such as 

the university system, role of women at work, the Italian health system 
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j. Language laboratory listening and speaking exercises to use as a 
reinforcement technique 

2. Out-of-class assignments: 
a. Memorization of vocabulary and application in cultural topics 
b. Question and answer exercises such as from the workbook in letter "C" 

in the context section above 
c. Creation of original sentences and dialogues on assigned topics 
d. Reading of cultural information from textbook and use of the 

Internet to promote cross-cultural exploration and comparisons such 
as Y outube videos about interviews with Italian students and teachers, 
movies or clips about Italian family and sports in Italy 

B. Evaluation 
1. Classroom performance: preparation and participation 
2. Oral presentations and oral assignments/exercises on topics such as the 

Italian university system, sports, and Italian Television 
3. Frequent oral quizzes and tcsts on topics such as gerunds and the verb 

"lasciare' 
4. Comprehensive oral final examination on syntax, vocabulary and 

themes studied 
C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 

1. Morena & Melucci, DA CAPO, /h ed., Boston: 
Heinle/Cengage Learning, 2011, (textbook and workbook). 
Italian 15B includes topics such as a) Italian university, b) the family, and 
c) sport activities. 

2. Internet resources such as daily newspapers like Corriere della Sera 
http://www.corriere.it/ and La Repubblica. http://www.repubblica.it/ 

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002 (a)) 
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