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Course Outline of Record 

December 2013 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
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E. Course Outline Preparer( s) 
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II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
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C. Prerequisites 
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Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
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Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
Eligible for English lA 
To celebrate America and the contributions of its 
various groups through literature and film, all major 
cultural groups will be studied: Native Americans, 
European Americans, African Americans, Latin 
Americans, Asian Americans (including Middle 
Eastern Americans), and American Pacific 
Islanders, including Filipinos. Fulfills UC
Berkeley'S American Cultures requirement, as well 
as CCSF GE Areas in diversity and humanities. 
Optional 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

An interdisciplinary survey of literary and cinematic works of fiction, drama, non-fiction and 
poetry that investigates unity in diversity in the shifting trajectories of American identities and 
interrelationships. Groups featured to assess their interactive contributions to American cultures 
include Native-, European-, African-, Latin-, Asian-Americans, and Pacific Islanders. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Apply literary and film terminology used in aesthetic evaluation and cu1tural criticism 
B. Analyze via film and literature how the concept of the American dream has impacted 

major cultural groups, focusing on the idea, reality, and potential of the United States of 
America 

C. Assess literary and cinematic representations of the colonization, conquest, and 
expansion of America 

D. Compare and contrast the experiences of various immigrant groups through literature and 
film 
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E. Examine patterns of prejudice and ethnic stereotypes in American literature and film, 
with an emphasis on the theme of "us" versus "them" when defining an American 

F. Evaluate the intersectionality ofrace/ethnicity, culture, gender, class, sexual orientation, 
and looks as interlinking and multiple bases of oppression and privilege, as depicted in 
American literature and film 

G. Evaluate important steps and symbols in the national struggle for reconciliation and the 
embracing of cultural diversity, noting the contributions of various groups as depicted in 
literature and film 

V. CONTENTS 
A. Literature and film terminology used in aesthetic evaluation and cultural criticism 

1. Topic 
2. Theme 
3. Distinction between plot summary and analysis 
4. Stylistic elements 

a. Paradox 
b. Irony 
c. Understatement 
d. Simile 
e. Metaphor 
f. Symbolism 
g. Aesthetics of omission 
h. Shot 
1. Sequence 
j. Frame 

B. Major cultural groups represented in American literature and film 
1. Native Americans 
2. European Americans 
3. African Americans 
4. Latin Americans 
5. Pacific Islanders, including Hawaiians and Filipinos 
6. Asian Americans, including Middle Eastern Americans 

C. The impact of the concept of the American dream on major cultural groups as depicted in 
movies and literary works 
I. Ideal 
2. Reality 
3. Potential 
4. Spiritual 
5. Material 
6. Inclusive 
7. Exclusive 

D. Literary and cinematic representations ofthe colonization, conquest, and expansion of 
America 
1. Americans by choice 
2. Americans by force 
3. Voices of dissent and resistance 
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a. Among oppressed groups 
b. Among altruistic European Americans who championed the cause of the 

oppressed 
E. Films and literature about the experiences of various immigrant groups 

1. Lady Liberty's warm welcome to all immigrants 
2. Becoming an American 

a. Resistance to newcomers 
b. Disconnection to the past and nostalgia 
c. Unrealistic expectations 
d. The challenge of holding on to important, defining aspects of one's culture while 

undergoing the necessary assimilation 
e. Immigration as a two-way transformation of both the immigrant and the host 

country 
f. Changing definitions of who/what is an American 

F. Patterns of prejudice and ethnic stereotypes in American literature and film, with an 
emphasis on the theme of "us" versus "them" when defming an American 
1. Color-based racism 
2. The "inferior" other 
3. Hate crimes 

a. Lynching 
b. Race riots 
c. Home burnings 

4. Stereotypes of ethnic groups in America 
a. Guilt by association 
b. Intolerance 
c. Invalid generalizations 

G. Intersectionality ofrace/ethnicity, culture, gender, class, sexual orientation, and looks as 
interlinking and multiple bases of oppression and privilege, as depicted in American 
literature and film 
1. Racial bias 
2. Gender bias 
3. Classism 
4. Sexual orientation 
5. Looks-related bias 

H. Impact of important steps and symbols in the national struggle for reconciliation and the 
embracing of cultural diversity as portrayed in American literature and film 
1. Judging a person on the basis ofthe content of his character, not on the basis of the 

color of his skin (Martin Luther King) 
2. Enlightened and principled individualism versus uncritical loyalty to one's group 
3. Individuals espousing principles that are critical of the offending members of their 

own race 
4. Desegregation 
5. U.S. Government's apology and reparations to the Japanese who were interned during 

World War II 
6. Acceptance of same-sex relationships 
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7. Legislation to end discrimination on the basis of color, religion, ethnicity, gender, and 
sexual orientation 

8. Possibility of harmonious coexistence without coercion 
9. Immigrants helping the U.S. in solving serious problems of global proportions in their 

native countries 
10. Acknowledgement of each group's unique contributions to American culture as 

presented in literature and film 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Role-playing performance in which students take on the persona of members of 

different ethnic groups as portrayed in literature and film, and try to question the 
logic of stereotyping. In follow up discussions, they examine patterns of prejudice 
and ethnic stereotypes in American literature and film, with an emphasis on the 
theme of "us" versus "them" when defining an American 

b. Group work in which students discuss assigned topics, such as their assessment of 
how some literary and cinematic practices prevent while others promote 
formation of positive images for a harmonious society 

c. A presentation on a literary work or a film that covers the emphasis of an SLO 
including literary and film terminology used in aesthetic evaluation and cultural 
criticism 

d. Optional field trips to local film festivals such as the Native American film 
festival, the Arab American film festival, and others 

2. Out-of-class assignments 
a. Readings of assigned texts and watching assigned movies 
b. Completing writing assignments based on readings and viewings such as: 

1. Sample essay topic: Copy from Edward Said's essay "Reflections on Exile" a 
statement that could be used to promote acceptance of diversity and bring 
about harmony among different people. Show how your selected statement 
has the potential to achieve its intended effect. 

ii. Sample close-reading assignment for journals: How is Michael Lassell's poem 
"How to Watch Your Brother Die" a crash course and passionate plea to end 
homophobia? 

111. Sample movie review assignment: How is the film adaptation of Lorraine 
Hansberry'S play A Raisin in the Sun a dramatization of both the positive as 
well as negative aspects of the American dream? 

iv. Sample comparison/contrast topic: Sandra Cisneros' short story "Woman 
Hollering Creek" and Francisco Jiminez's story "The Circuit" are powerful 
renditions of the hard lives of immigrants. How are they similar? How are 
they different? 

v. Sample assignment on prejudice: Discuss any two reading or viewing 
selections with contrasting approaches to fight gender injustice or prejudice 
based on any trigger, such as sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, etc. For 
example, a comparative study couId be made of Langston Hughes' short story 
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"Powder-White Faces" and Ernest Gaines' short story "The Sky Is Gray" as 
very different approaches to combating prejudice. Additionally, on the topic 
of homophobia, a comparative/contrasting study could be made of the ways in 
which Michael Lassell's poem "How to Watch Your Brother Die" and the 
movie Brokeback Mountain sensitize the reader/viewer about the plight of 
gays in an intolerant society. 

VI. Sample writing topic on value judgments: Of all the fictional characters that 
students have come to know in their reading and viewing assigmnents during 
the semester, which two characters embody the conduct and values that could 
be considered ideal for participation in a diverse world? 

vii. Assignment of a philosophical nature: Students are to choose any thematically 
rich short story. In formulating its theme in their own words, they are to create 
a philosophical reflection on an important aspect of the human condition 
treated in the story. 

V11l. Sample topic related to an SLO of the student's choice: Analyzing any 
movie or literary work that prepares one particularly well to accomplish any 
of the SLOs of the course. 

IX. Sample paper for an aesthetic analysis: Students to write a critical evaluation 
of the style of an author or a film director to demonstrate the role of style in 
shaping and strengthening the message. 

B. Evaluation 
1. Frequent quizzes, combining multiple-choice questions and short written responses to 

questions of an objective nature to gauge the quality of students' completion of in
class and out-of-class assignments and to determine the extent to which students have 
achieved the Student Learning Objectives of the course. 

2. Midterm Examination, consisting of multiple-choice and essay questions and brief 
written responses, such as analysis/interpretation of a poem or a short story. 

3. Comprehensive Final Examination, consisting of multiple-choice and essay questions 
on topics, such as steps toward reconciliation and embracing diversity and reiteration 
of the commonalities in various groups' experiences of America. 

4. Quality of group work and participation in class discussions. 
5. Presentation and role-playing as described above. 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Required readings 

a. The American Cultures Reader -- updated every semester: Compilation of 
readings from numerous literary works (poems, short stories, essays, excerpts 
from novels and plays) from different eras - classics, modem, and contemporary. 

b. Excerpts from novels, such as Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko (1977; 1986), 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925. 2004, ebook: 2013), Joy Luck 
Club by Amy Tan (1989), Black Boy by Richard Wright (1945;2007), Hunger of 
Memory by Richard Rodrigues (1982), A Person of Interest by Susan Choi 
(2008), America Is In the Heart by Carlos Bulosan (1946; 1973), and Down These 
Mean Streets by Piri Thomas (1997). 
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c. A novel, such as The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (2003), or The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid (2007), or a book of nonfiction, such as 
Zeitoun by Dave Eggers (2009). 

2. Recommended readings 
a. A People's History of the United States--1942-Present by Howard Zinn (New 

York: Hyper Collins, 1999) For background information 
b. Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman (New York: Penguin 1976) 
c. J. Beaty and Paul Hunter, eds. New Worlds of Literature: Writings from America's 

Many Cultures (New Y ork:Norton, 1989). 
d. Lorraine Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun (New York: New American 

LibrarylPenguin, 1988) 
e. Ronald Takaki, A Different Mirror: History of Multicultural America (Boston: 

Little, Brown & Co., 1993). 
f. Tavis Smiley and Cornel West. The Rich and the Rest of Us: A Poverty Manifesto 

(SmileyBooks, 2012) 
3. Required film viewings 

a. Edward Said on Orientalism, directed by Sut Jhally, Media Education Foundation 
(1998) 

b. Legacy and a Dream (about Dr. Martin Luther King), narrated by James Earl 
Jones (1998) 

c. Leslie Marmon Silko (about the Native American author Leslie Silko), Films for 
the Humanities & Sciences series (1995) 

d. The Color of Fear, directed by Lee Mun Wah (1994) 
4. Recommended viewings (feature films and documentaries) 

a. Crash, directed by Paul Haggis (2004) 
b. Fruitvale, directed by Ryan Coogler (about Oscar Grant) (2013) 
c. La Ciudad, directed by David Riker (1998) 
d. Prince Among Slaves, directed by Andrea Kalin (2007) 
e. Smoke Signals (1998), directed by Chris Eyre, screenplay by Sherman Alexie, 

based on stories from Sherman Alexie's book The Lone Ranger and Tonto 
Fistjight in Heaven (1993). Miramax Home Entertainment: distributed by Buena 
Vista Home Entertainment 

f. Toni Morrison: A Writer's Work (1990), (from the Moyers Collection Series) 
g. We Shall Remain: America Through Native Eyes (2009), (pBS Mini Series on 

Native History) dir. by Chris Eyre 
h. Who Is Dayani Cristal (2013), directed by Marc Silver 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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