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Comparison of selected Asian, African, European and Latino groups in the United States 
from colonial times to the present. Students examine and compare economic, social, and 
cultural contributions of immigrant communities; evaluate immigration and naturalization 
policies; and discuss issues of acculturation and ethnic identity. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Use methods of inquiry and expression appropriate to the study of history to 
critically analyze, evaluate and synthesize historical evidence and interpretations .. 

B. Evaluate primary and secondary sources and use them to compose an analytical 
essay with a supported argument. 

C. Explain, using a breadth ofknowledge ofhistorical developments and trends, U.S. 
immigration history through current analytical categories of race, class, gender, 
ethnicity and religion/ideology. 

D. Explain the major economic, technological and scientific developments and their 
historical significance as relates to immigration. 

E. Analyze major political trends, attitudes, conflicts and events-including both 
r- mainstream and reform efforts-and explain their historical significance as relates 

to immigration. 
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F. Explain the major social and cultural developments, their causes and effects, and 
their historical significance as relates to immigration. 

G. Evaluate immigration to the United States in a global context. 

V.CONTENTS 
A. Historical Methods 

1. Evaluation and interpretation of primary sources 
2. Reading historical narratives 
3. Writing analytically about history 

B. Themes and Concepts Related to Immigration and Ethnicity in the United States 
1. Asians, Latinos and Europeans: explanation of course focus and introduction 

to cultural comparison 
2. Colonized people and immigrants; motives for migrating: sojourners and 

settlers 
3. Immigrants as "uprooted" or "transplanted" people 
4. Immigrant adjustments to the receiving country: assimilation, cultural 

retention, cultural negotiation, and the construction of ethnic identity 
5. Individual immigrant histories 

C. Immigrant Policy and Citizenship in 17th and 18th Century Colonial Societies 
and the New U.S. Republic 
1. Settlement or invasion of a "new world": contrasting experiences of 

Europeans and Native Americans; comparison of the English and Spanish as 
conquerors and settlers 

2. Criollos, indios, and mestizos in Spain's northern frontier (California, New 
Mexico, Texas) 

3. The North Atlantic economy: sailors, indentured servants and African slaves 
in British North America 

4. Germans and other non-English immigrants in the British colonies: settlement 
patterns, work, family formation, community building, linguistic variety, and 
religious diversity in the 18th Century. 

5. British imperial policies, trans-Atlantic commerce, religious movements and 
intellectual exchanges 

6. Nation building and national identity: the American Revolution and U.S. 
Constitution; early nativism and concepts of citizenship in the United States 
a. Nationality Act of 1790 
b. Alien and Sedition Acts (1798) 

D. European Migrants, Frontier Mexicans, and Pioneer Chinese in the Expanding 
United States: 1830s-1880s 
1. "Push and pull" factors: similarities and differences between Irish, German 

and Scandinavian immigrants 
2. European "chain migration" and settlement patterns; transplanted cultures: 

religion and ethnic communities 
3. Family farms and wage work: rural-urban, class, ethnic and gender differences 

in employment among European immigrants 
4. Peoples and cultures in the northern frontier of Mexico (U.S. Southwest) 

before and after U.S. annexation and conquest 
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5. Chinese migrants to Gam Saan ("Gold Mountain"): pioneers in the U.S. West 
and vanguard of the new industrial immigration 

6. Anti-Catholicism, nativism and racism: 1840s-1880s 
a. Ethnic diversity and conflict in the California Gold Rush 
b. The political crisis of the 1850s and the American Party ("Know-Nothing 

Party") 
c. Anglos and Mexicans in the U.S. Southwest before the Great [Mexican] 

Migration 
d. Anti-Chinese agitation and the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 

E. Immigrants' and Migrants' Work, Family, and Ethnic Communities in an 
Industrial Society: 1880s-1920s 
1. Industrialization, nationalism, imperialism and mass migration 

a. U.S. industrialization and the demand for "cheap," "unskilled" labor 
b. U.S. colonization of the Philippines and Puerto Rico 
c. Japan's annexation of Korea 

2. Motivations and opportunities, or "push-pull" factors for migration to the U.S. 
a. Cheaper and faster transportation: steamships and railroads 
b. "New" or increased migration from southern and eastern Europe: Italy, 

Russia, and the Austro-Hungarian Empire; anti-Semitic persecutions and 
Jewish immigrants 

c. The Mexican Revolution and migration to El Norte after 1910 
3. Return and circular migration of Europeans, Asians and Latinos 
4. Patterns of settlement in the United States; choice and constraint in the 

formation of ethnic neighborhoods and enclaves 
5. Constructing and crossing ethnicity: language, customs and rituals, religion, 

self-help organizations, and the ethnic press; relations with "mainstream" 
settlement houses, churches and political parties 

6. Agricultural and industrial employment: segmented labor markets, economic 
enclaves, individual and familial survival strategies, and collective protests 
a. Intra- and inter-ethnic class differences; competition and cooperation in 

the labor market 
b. Immigrants and the labor movement: policies of inclusion and exclusion 
c. Major immigrant strikes and their results 

7. Family formation and gender roles among European, Asian and Latino 
immigrants: trans-national families and connections 

8. American-born children and inter-generational tensions 
a. the public schools 
b. commercial culture and entertainment: fashion, movies and dance halls 

9. Women's changing roles: opportunities for education, employment and 
community work 

F. Racializations, Restrictions, Exclusions, Americanizations and Contested 
Definitions of "American": 1880-1930 
1. The legal and social construction of "race" 
2. Anti-Asian ideology and policies compared to earlier European-American 

racism against Africans and Native Americans 
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3. New ideas and policies in the age of imperialism: Social Darwinism, eugenics, 
and "scientific racism" 

4. Racial nativism and the racialization of European and Mexican immigrants 
5. World War I, the Red Scare, and the campaign against "hyphenated 

Americans" 
6. Immigration and naturalization policies; discriminatory laws and key court 

cases 
a. Asians as "persons ineligible to citizenship" 
b. Alien land laws: California 1913 and 1920 
c. Ozawa and Thind cases (1922-23) 
d. 1924 Immigration Law (National Origins Act) 

7. "Illegal" immigrants: strategies for entry, survival and acceptance 
a. Chinese immigrants 
b. The Angel Island experience 

8. "Americanizing" immigrants: Anglo-conformity, the "melting pot," and 
cultural pluralism; immigrants negotiate the Americanizing process 
a. Americanization at the workplace by management 
b. Americanization at the workplace by labor unions 

G. Ethnicity and Immigration during the Depression, World War II, and the Post
War Period 
1. Ethnic migration, communities and organizations after 1924; ethnic 

economies and occupational mobility among Europeans, Asians and Latinos 
2. Consumer culture and ethnic cultures: the influence of movies, music, radio 

and sports on the "second generation" during the 1920s and 1930s 
3. The Great Depression and its impact on immigration rates and ethnic 

organizations 
4. New Deal programs and the growing role of the state: the Democratic Party 

and the "mainstreaming" of European Americans; discriminatory policies 
against Asians and Latinos 
a. LULAC 
b. Repatriation of Mexican Americans in the 1930s 

5. Ethnic Americans and labor organizing: the CIO, new unions and strikes 
during the 1930s and 1940s 

6. Pan American unity and the Diego Rivera mural 
7. World War II and the struggle for inclusion: ethnic patriotism and 

opportunities in the military and in industry 
8. Racist patriotism: Executive Order 9066 and the forced removal and 

internment of Japanese Americans 
a. Strategies of compliance and resistance by Japanese Americans and their 

supporters 
b. The case of the Latin American Japanese 

9. Mexican Americans during World War II: discrimination and labor 
recruitment 
a. the Sleepy Lagoon Case and the "Zoot Suit Riots" 
b. the Bracero Program and its consequences 
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10. Cold War conformity and cultural pluralism: ending Asian exclusion; refugees 
and "displaced" persons from Europe and Asia; "undocumented" Mexican 
immigrants and "Operation Wetback"; U.S. citizens from Puerto Rico 

11. The struggle for civil rights and the limits of liberal anti-communism 
a. Mexican American organizations and the fight against segregated schools 
b. Suppression of radical labor unions: International Union of Mine, Mill and 

Smelter Workers and Salt ofthe Earth 
H. Ethnic Empowerment and New Immigrants: The United States as Mosaic or 

Kaleidoscope after 1965 
1. Civil rights, ethnic nationalism, and varieties of feminism: Mexicans, 

Filipinos, and the United Farm Workers; the Chicano student movement; the 
Japanese American Redress Movement and the Civil Liberties Act of 1988; 
"women of color" and the women's movement 

2. New immigrants and increasing diversity after the 1965 Immigration and 
Nationality Act: shift in regional origins of immigrants and their ports of entry 
a. Unwilling immigrants: the Vietnam War and refugees from Southeast 

Asia 
b. U.S. foreign policy and immigrants from Central America and the 

Caribbean 
c. The globalizing economy, and increasing diversity of Asian immigrants: 

Koreans, Filipinos and Indians 
d. The feminization of immigration 
e. Transnational migrant circuits and the limits of the "push-pull model" 
f. The western United States, especially California, as the area of immigrant 

entry and settlement 
3. Immigrant issues and debates 

a. Refugees and asylum policies 
b. The "undocumented" and why they come 
c. Too many immigrants? The new restrictionism and comparison with the 

early 20th century 
d. Assimilation and multiculturalism: bi-lingualism and the "English only" 

movement 
e. Immigrants and "national security" concerns, especially since 9/11101 

4. Immigrant experiences, ethnic communities, cultural contributions, and new 
pan-ethnic identities 
a. Adjustment difficulties oftraumatized refugees and unwilling immigrants 
b. Class and educational differences among immigrants: gains and losses in 

the contemporary U.S. economy for particular groups 
c. Labor organizing among immigrants and changes in AFL-CIO policy 
d. Tensions between established ethnic communities and newcomers 
e. Inter-ethnic and inter-racial marriage 
f. Gay and lesbian identity and community building among Asian and Latin 

Americans 
g. Choosing ethnicity: bi-ethnic/racial or pan-ethnic identities and the 
h. limits of census and other official categories 
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1. Creating, marketing, and "mainstreaming" ethnic and "hybrid" literature, 
art, music, health care, and religion 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. ASSIGNMENTS 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Class discussions, based on assigned reading and study questions 
b. Brief writing exercises that will stimulate critical thinking about the major 

themes, issues and events covered in the course 
c. Active, structured note-taking on lectures that will help students identify 

major themes, key events, and alternative viewpoints 
d. Small-group discussions and projects, for example, students bring their 

primary source analyses to class and discuss their different interpretations 
and find common themes 

e. Active, structured note-taking on films and videos that will enable 
students to visualize and identify historical events, eras, and social 
movements 

2. Out-of-class assignments 
a. Reading from the textbook and a wide variety of primary sources 

representing each of the major areas and eras covered, i.e., from Richard 
Hakluyt's Discourse on Western Planting to Rosa Cassettari's "From 
Northern Italy to Chicago" to "The Galarza Family in the Mexican 
Revolution." 

b. Primary resource research and analysis, for example, students read a 
selection ofKazuko ltoi's "A Nisei Daughter's Story," do background 
research on the era, and answer the question of how race and ethnicity 
shaped her family's experiences. 

c. Written essays and/or research projects on topics such as the roles of 
gender, education, religion, politics, trade, warfare, industrialization, 
imperialism, and more as driving forces in human migration. 

B. EVALUATION 
1. Required: Written essay exams and/or research projects that evaluate a variety 

of primary sources and that involve analytical writing. Research and essay 
themes may include the roles of industrialization, gender, religion, language, 
race, ethnicity, politics, trade, warfare, industrialization, imperialism, and 
more as driving forces in human migration and settlement. These essays 
assess the student's ability to select, assess, and analyze primary and 
secondary historical sources on a specific topic, and to synthesize these within 
a short, clearly organized essay with a thesis statement, main points, 
supporting evidence, and proper citations of sources. 

2. Required: A final examination that evaluates the student's comprehension of 
the patterns and impact of immigration to the United States and ability to 
distinguish, analyze, and compare, major historical individuals, events, and 
transformations. 
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3. Optional: Exams, which include multiple-choice, short answer, and 
identification/matching format and assess the student's comprehension of 
assigned readings and lecture material. 

4. Optional: Class participation, including small-group discussions based on 
completed essays, which demonstrate the comprehension of concepts and 
source material in the course readings, ability to interpret and explain these, 
and, when relevant, willingness to criticize and debate varying interpretations 
of historical events and individuals. 

C. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
1. Daniels, Roger, Coming to America: A History of Immigration and Ethnicity 

in American Life, HarperCollins, New York, 2002 
2. Dublin, Thomas, Immigrant Voices: New Lives in America: 1773-1986, 

University of Illinois Press, Urbana and Chicago, 2014. 
3. David M. Reimers, Other Immigrants: The Global Origins of the American 

People, New York University Press, New York and London, 2005 
4. Lai, Him Mark, Genny Lim, and Judy Yung, Island: Poetry and History of 

Chinese Immigrants on Angel Island, 1910-1940, University of Washington 
Press, Seattle, 2014 

5. Monographs and literature, i.e. Anzia Yezierska 
6. Instructor-prepared study sheets to guide reading, encourage class discussion, 

aid writing, and prepare students for examinations. 
7. Instructor-provided charts and diagrams to supplement readings and lectures. 
8. Audio-visual equipment and viewing rooms. 
9. Asynchronous online blog support and student-initiated discussion groups 
10. Primary source readers and collections such as Richard Hakluyt's A Discourse 

to Promote Colonization (1584), Kazuko Itoi: A Nisei Daughter's Story, 
1925-1942, or The Galarza Family in the Mexican Revolution, 1910: From 
Mexico to Sacramento 

11. Power points presentations on topics such as European migrants, immigration 
during World War II. 

12. Online primary source and oral history research and writing resources, such as 
"How to do Oral History" and the Library of Congress digital archives, for 
example, American Memory or Documents of the South. 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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