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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION
A. Date

1. Minor revision date
B. Department
C. Course Number
D. Course Title
E. Course Outline Preparer

II. COURSE SPECIFICS
A. Hours
B. Units
C. Prerequisites

Corequisites
Advisories

D. Course Justification

E. Field Trips
F. Method of Grading
G. Repeatability

Lecture - 3
3
None
None
None
Meets graduation and transfer requirements;
meets elective requirements; prepares
students for a major in history.
No
Letter
o

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Development of Western Civilization since the Reformation and into the twentieth
century. The emergence of modem Europe, overseas expansion of European civilization,
great-power rivalries, the French and industrial
revolutions, the consolidation of nation states, and the development of parliamentary
democracy and scientific, intellectual, and cultural developments.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Discuss and understand the historical processes that have forged the evolution of
Western Civilization to the present.
B. Demonstrate an understanding of the rise of royal absolutism and
constitutionalism in 17th

• Century Europe.
Co Explain the cultural and scientific innovations of the seventeenth century.
D. Discuss the economic expansion of Western Civilization via the Atlantic system
of commerce and capital in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
E. Discern the power structures and alliance systems of 18th

• Century Europe.
F. Explain the origin, course and aftermath and significance of the Enlightenment
and French Revolution.
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G. Discuss the emergence of the Industrial Revolution in Western Europe in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth century.
H. Explain the Political evolution of the nineteenth century west from the
establishment of a Conservative Order after Napoleon's tenure ofpower to the
triumph ofLiberalism by the late nineteenth century in much of Europe.
I. Discuss the evolution of the United States as an offshoot of Western Civilization
in the late 18th

• And early 19th
• Century and its maturity into a major western nation

by the late nineteenth century.
J. Explain the origin and impact of 19th

• Century ideologies.
H. Critically examine the course of 19th

• Century European Culture.
I. Explain the evolution of the modem Nation-States in Europe by the latter third of
the nineteenth century.
J. Analyze the Origins of the Great War.
K. Discuss the course, outcome and aftermath of the First World War.
L. Examine the political, economic, social and cultural dynamics of the 1920's.
M. Examine the political, economic, social and cultural dynamics of the 1930's.
N. Analyze the causes of the Second World War.
O. Explore the course, outcome and impact ofWorld War II.
P. Explain the rise of the Cold War, the end ofEuropean Empire and Decolonization.
Q. Discern the recovery and reconstruction of western Europe after WWII.
R. Explain the course of Soviet Communism and the sovietization of eastern Europe
afterWWII.
S. Discuss the emergence of the United States as the new center of Western
Civilization after WWII and the course of its political, social and economic
modernization.
T. Discern the post-modem west of the 1960's, 1970's and 1980's.
U. Explain the end of the Cold War, the reuinification of Germany, the
end of the Soviet Union, European Union and the challenges and opportunities for the
West in the new Millennium.

V.CONTENT
A. Course Introduction - "Thinking Critically / Thinking Historically"
B. State Building and the Search for Order, 1648 - 1690
C. The Atlantic System and Its Consequences, 1690 - 1740
D. The Promise of the Enlightenment, 1740 - 1789
E. The French Revolution and Napoleon, 1789 - 1815
F. Industrialization and Social Ferment, 1800 - 1850
G. Construction the Nation-State, c.1850 - 1880
H. Empire, Modernity, and the Road to War, c. 1800 -1914
I. War, Revolution, and Reconstruction, 1914 - 1929
J. An Age of Catastrophes, 1929 - 1945
K. The Atomic Age, c. 1945 - 1960
L. Challenges to the Postindustrial West, 1960 - 1980
M. The New Globalism: Opportunities and Dilemmas, 1980 to the Present

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments
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1. In-Class Assignments
a. Lecture will introduce and explain the major themes and issues in Western

Civilization since 1600. They will provide the detailed information needed to
illustrate the major themes and topics.

b. Classroom discussions will be used to engage students in the historical process,
thereby allowing them to sift through some of the ironies, anomalies and
contradictions in Western Civilization Since 1600. The discussion will also
present the students with a clearer and more critical view ofpast reality.

c. Films and other visual media will be used to stimulate historical curiosity and
cover certain eras in specific detail.

2. Out of Class Assignments
a. Students are required to read at least one chapter per week from the assigned text

book.
b. Students are required to write-out responses to at least forty identification /

significations every two to three weeks in preparation for their in-class
identification / significations exam - such as: Robes Pierre; the Declaration of the
Rights ofMan and the Citizen.

c. Students are required to prepare two essay outlines every two to three weeks in
preparation for their in-class essay exam.

d. Short essay questions which require students to select, assess, analyze and
synthesize material from primary and secondary sources, for example: compare
and contrast the ideas of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke in terms of the context in
which they were written in the 17th century concerning such topics as absolutism
and constitutionalism.

e. A term paper analyzing a primary source topic of the students choosing (approved
by the instructor) - for example: How The Spirit of the Laws (1748) influenced the
development of constitutional history in France and in the United States.

B. Evaluation
1. The course grade will be determined by the total points accumulated by each student

on four examinations, including a final exam. Exams are comprised of in-class
identification /signification assignments and in-class essays.

2. Short essay answering questions, which require students to select, assess, analyze,
and synthesize material from primary and secondary sources.

3. A term paper analyzing a primary source topic of the students choosing.
C. Texts and Materials:

1. The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History - Volume II:
Since 1340, by Lynn Hunt et.al., 2010

2. Additional readings for History 4B - Sources of The Making of the West: Peoples
and Cultures, A Concise History - Volume II: Since 1340, by Katharine J. Lualdi.
This is a collection of source documents from the 14th to 20th century.

3. A monograph could include a book such as The Cold War - A New History, by John
Lewis Gaddis, 2008.

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
Credit/Degree applicable: meets all the standards of Title V, Section 55002 (a)
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